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Chapter 4: Deliverance

Timeless Truth:  God is the ultimate Deliverer.

Teacher’s Background Notes


Why would God promise Israel a land only to take them to Egypt? Furthermore, why would God allow this covenant community to become brutally enslaved to a pagan world superpower? This Lower Story is best understood through the Upper Story of God’s unique power to redeem. He allowed Israel to be stripped of any reliance upon human strength to show a helpless Israel that He could be trusted to save them from any earthly or “heavenly” power. They were simply to believe and obey. Their redemption would come by God’s mighty hand and their faith response to His revelation. YHWH showed Israel that His covenant with Abraham was still in effect. Therefore, He cursed the Egyptians who had been cursing Israel. But with every judgment of God comes a way of escape for those who believe. The blood of the Passover lamb would protect believers from the judgment of God. The two main events of the whole Bible are the Exodus and the Christ. The importance of either should not be underestimated. The first event points directly to the second.  

Throughout Chapter 4, some key repeated phrases stand out. God said repeatedly that His actions were so that “they may know that I am the Lord.” Israel was to see God’s mighty deliverance so that in the future they could trust Him to deliver from any circumstance. If God could smite Egypt, then there would be no enemy that could threaten Israel.  

With each plague, God graciously revealed Himself to Egypt as the One True God. These were not random plagues. Each one specifically targeted at least one of the Egyptian gods, including Pharaoh, who was thought to be a deity. Thus, the God of Israel is the only God to know and fear. Though the Story editors did not include it, many Egyptians left with Israel. The Lord’s power over their Egyptian gods had shown them that He was worth following. These ten object lessons could also remind Israel that there is no other god and no earthly power that could oppose the Lord successfully. YHWH alone delivers.

	1. Nile turned to blood

2. Frogs

3. Gnats

4. Flies

5. Death of livestock

6. Boils

7. Hail

8. Locusts

9. 3 Days of Darkness

10. Death of Firstborn
	Hapi and Isis, god and goddess of the Nile

Haget, goddess of birth (who had a frog head)

Set, god of the desert

Re, sun god, or Uatchit, possibly represented by a fly

Hathor, goddess with cow head; Apis, the bull god

Sekhmet, goddess of disease; Sunu, pestilence god

Nut, sky goddess; Set, god of storms

Osiris, god of crops and fertility

Ra, the sun god; Horus, a sun god

Min, god of reproduction; Isis, goddess who protected children; Pharaoh’s firstborn son, a god


Another noteworthy aspect of this chapter highlights the obedience of Moses. He repeatedly “did just as the LORD commanded.” Israel’s redemption required the bloodstained door—a faith response to God. So important was this event that God instituted the Passover as a perpetual, annual reminder to Israel that He alone delivers.  This Feast and the Feast of Unleavened Bread are fulfilled in Christ centuries later.  

Lesson Plan: Christ, Our Passover

 “But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel.” 

–Cleopas, on the road to Emmaus. (Luke 24:21)  

They did not see it, literally or figuratively.  

Then Jesus responded, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!” And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. And He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 

–Luke 24:25, 27, 45  

What is the Old Testament about? Jesus. What is the Bible about? Jesus. It really is all about Him! As some have said, “The New is in the Old concealed, the Old is in the New revealed.” A study of the Passover and its fulfillment in Christ helps us to grasp the big picture of God’s persistent plan of redemption.  

I. The Feast of Passover

A. Nine times God had warned Pharaoh to let His people leave Egypt. Nine times God had demonstrated His power over Pharaoh and Egypt’s pagan gods. The plague of death would be God’s final judgment upon Egypt and show His obvious favor for the nation of Israel. The Great I AM was moved to continue to fulfill His covenant promise to “bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.”

B. Moses warned Pharaoh that this final plague would strike down the firstborn of every family and livestock, including Pharaoh’s. But all Israel would be divinely protected so that all would know the Lord.

C. The Lord instructed Moses and Aaron to prepare. Their obedience to do exactly as God instructed demonstrated their belief.

1. First, God told Moses about the timing of the Passover. This would become the first month of the year for them, even though it was the seventh month on their calendar. This gave them a fresh start and a new beginning.  

2. On the tenth of the month, each household was to take a one-year-old lamb without defect and slaughter it at twilight.

3. The blood from the animals was to be placed on the doorframes.

4. They were to roast the meat and eat it with bitter herbs and bread without yeast.  

a. Meat was to be roasted, not eaten raw as some pagans did.

b. Bitter herbs symbolized sorrow for past sin or the bitter life in Egypt.

c. Unleavened bread symbolized their leaving in haste.

5. They were to eat the entire meal dressed ready to travel, with their tunics tucked into their belts.

D. God would pass judgment upon Egypt and their gods that night by striking dead the firstborn of every household. But He would pass over the homes with blood on the door. With every judgment of God comes a way of escape. 

E. As a result, Egypt sent Israel away. God showed all His power to redeem His people.

F. God instructed them to remember His great redemption with a Passover Feast every year.

II. Christ, Our Passover

Jesus perfectly fulfilled the meaning of the Passover ritual.

A. According to Paul, Jesus is our Passover Lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7) who has been sacrificed. Therefore, we are to clean out the sin in our lives.

B. John the Baptist declared, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).
C. Peter reminds us that we are redeemed “with the precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:19).
D. Jesus was tested for four days and found to be without sin. Then He was crucified during the annual Feast of Passover in Jerusalem while the other sacrificial lambs were slain.  

E. The blood on the cross looks eerily like the bloodstains on the doorposts.

F. Jesus’ blood is the way of escape from God’s judgment of sin.  

III. Applications and Implications

A. The appropriation of Jesus’ blood is a new beginning, a new life for me.

B. God brings judgment upon those who refuse Him, but provides a way of escape for those who trust Him. Jesus is God’s ONLY provision for salvation.

C. All other so-called gods are not gods.

D. I am helpless to save myself. God alone can deliver me from sin. 

E. Nothing in God’s plan is by accident.

F. I have been redeemed from sin, but also redeemed for God’s glory.  

Learning Activity:  A Taste of Passover

Prepare samples of various elements of a Passover Feast for your class members to taste.  They can be placed in small paper cups or placed on a Seder plate in the center of the table.  Explain the significance of each element as students partake.  These elements could include:

· Maror (bitter herbs):  usually horseradish, which is a reminder of the bitterness of slavery to sin

· Charoset (sweet apple/nut mixture):  represents the mortar of the bricks in Egypt and the sweetness of redemption

· Karpas (parsley):  green vegetable that represents new life, usually dipped in salt water which represent tears.

· Matzah bread (matzah crackers):  represent the unleavened bread eaten in haste. Yeast often represented sin, so unleavened bread represents cleaning out sin in our lives.

For more information, go to http://judaism.about.com/library/3_howto/ht_sederplate.htm 
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