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Chapter 9: The Faith of a Foreign Woman
Timeless Truth: God’s redemption offer is both costly and universal.

Teacher’s background notes

The book of Ruth is presented almost in its entirety in chapter nine of The Story. It is one of only two books in the Bible named for a woman, and the only book in the Old Testament named after a non-Israelite. Ruth, however, for all her character and faith, is not the main character of the book that bears her name. Naomi is the main character; her family crisis drives the plot. 
Bethlehem means “House of Bread.” But ironically, a famine in Bethlehem drove Naomi’s family to Moab. Once again, the future of God’s chosen people was in danger; His agenda to bless the whole world through this family seemed threatened (Genesis 12:1-3). Elimelek, whose name ironically means “my king is God,” should know that the famine was a judgment from God for covenant disobedience; and you would think Moab would be the last place any self-respecting Israelite would go. Moabites were the descendents of an incestuous relationship between Abraham’s nephew Lot and his daughters. Just before the Israelites entered the Promised Land, Moabite King Balak hired Balaam to curse Israel. Then Israelite men cavorted with Moabite women and partook of their idolatrous practices, all of which led to a devastating divine judgment. Because of these events, Moabites were expressly forbidden to ever enter the assembly of God (Deuteronomy 26:3-6). Israel should have repented (Deuteronomy 28) and returned to covenant relationship with the Lord, which would have alleviated the famine conditions. 
It is easy to read this story as a stand-alone episode. However, its message will never be fully appreciated without remembering that it is set during the times of the judges. Since Ruth was the great-grandmother of King David, who began his rule in 1010 BC, the events in the story probably took place during the time of Gideon. Those years were gruesome and dark. Although The Story did not include the two epilogues of the book of Judges, there are two episodes that illustrate the depth of depravity in Israel during that time (Judges 17-21). They include a story of a Levite who should have served as a faithful priest but instead worshiped idols, and a second story of a Levite who gave his concubine to be raped and murdered by fellow Israelites in order to protect himself from sodomy. That triggered a very bloody civil war. 
Both of these stories are out of Bethlehem, along with the book of Ruth. Together they have sometimes been referred to as the “Bethlehem trilogy.” The violence of the first two stories from Boaz’s hometown might explain why he told Ruth to glean close to his women and in his field only; “in someone else’s field you might be harmed,” he said (p. 124). It also sheds light on why he had Ruth stay with him at the threshing floor instead of returning home in the darkness of night. These characters testify to the presence of a genuine faith during this period of widespread apostasy. What a great reminder to readers today that we do not have to yield to the sin of our culture, but we can shine as people of faith in the darkness!

As a descendant of non-Israelite women, Boaz may have had a particularly tender heart for Ruth the Moabite—an outsider. The text explicitly notes that Boaz came from the line of Perez, one of the twins born to Judah and his daughter-in-law Tamar. He was also a descendent of Rahab the harlot as noted by gospel writer Matthew (1:5). Any number of births—or lack thereof—could have threatened the line of Messiah. But with each miraculous birth, the reader is astonished by combination of both divine providence and human choices. And those outsiders keep showing up!

Lesson Plan 1: Kinsman Redeemer—Expression of God’s Lovingkindness

Have you ever watched a foreign film without subtitles? Sure, you can follow the story by watching the characters. But you know that you are not getting the full story that the author intends to tell. Sometimes the Bible can seem like a foreign film, filled with unusual behaviors and even a language or jargon that isn’t always easy to understand. Although the Bible is truly God’s word for all generations, no one can deny that sometimes the customs and the culture in which the people lived seem odd and foreign to us today. When we are able to bridge the gap of both time and culture, these unfamiliar customs and cultures come to life and have beauty and meaning that can easily be missed by our twenty-first century eyes. The story of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz is a beautiful story upon first reading. However, when we bridge the gap to fully understand some of the unusual features of the story, we can more fully appreciate the depth, meaning and significance of the story that moved its original readers toward the heart of God. 
Throughout the story of Ruth, we can see God working behind the scenes for the good of His faithful followers. Unlike some of our episodes in the past, this Lower Story episode lacks spectacular miracles and gripping gore. Instead, the story of Ruth reminds us that, more often than not, the gracious provision of God is to be found in the ordinary. God used the ordinary Boaz to express His extraordinary love for the “least among us,” the poor and the widow. Can you find God’s provision for you in His story?

I. The Kinsman Redeemer—God’s provision for the poor and the widow

A. As God’s holy people, Israelites were to reflect the heart of God by trusting Him enough to act as His hands and heart toward the less fortunate within their community. Much of the Law was designed to provide opportunities for Israel to trust God, to be generous like God, to demonstrate the love and the justice of God. God’s means of taking care of the poor, the widow, and the orphan was through His people. 
B. The levirate marriage was one such custom. The term levirate means “husband’s brother.” It was employed when a man died without a son to inherit his land and carry on a family line. When those circumstances arose, the husband’s brother was responsible to take the widow as his wife and produce a first-born son who would bear the dead brother’s name. This son would be the rightful heir to his dead “father’s” estate and would carry on the deceased’s family name. The following children born to the union of the widow and her new husband would belong to the new husband and bear his name (Deuteronomy 25:5-10). 
This custom was very important for the preservation of the land within the family, and for the protection and provision of the widow. Widows had very little means of providing for themselves, except through the benevolence written into the Law by God. A first-born son had the privilege of a double-portion of inheritance but also the responsibility of caring for his parents. The son born of the widow and the deceased husband’s brother was then the heir and could take care of his mother. He also kept the land in the family as he passed it on to his sons. 
C. Redemption of property was another responsibility of the kinsman redeemer. If someone became poor and was therefore compelled to sell off his or her land to survive, then a kinsman redeemer was obligated to buy it back, or redeem it, for the poor person. This was prescribed by God in Leviticus 25:25-27. 

D. For someone to qualify as a kinsman redeemer, J. Vernon McGee suggests at least 5 criteria had to be met:

1. The redeemer had to be a near kinsman (relative) to the one redeemed.
2. The redeemer had to be willing to perform the work of redemption.
3. The redeemer had to possess the ability to redeem.
4. The redeemer had to be free himself.
5. The redeemer had to pay the value or price of redemption. 

E. Results of the redemption

1. Redemption cost the redeemer and benefited the redeemed. The kinsman redeemer was called upon to give of his own resources to benefit others. This point cannot be stressed enough. He used his money to redeem property for someone else because he understood that all belonged to God anyway. He took on the responsibility of providing for a wife and gave of himself and his resources to raise a son to carry his dead relative’s name. 
2. Therefore, the redeemer was acting in gracious, loyal lovingkindness toward the redeemed. The redeemer was acting like God!

3. The widow who was redeemed benefited from the protection and provision of her kinsman redeemer. She had very little hope or means to survive before her redemption. 
4. The land that was redeemed remained within the clan as the promised inheritance from God.
II. Boaz the Kinsman Redeemer—God’s provision for the poor and the widow

A. Boaz epitomized the kinsman redeemer. He was clearly a faithful Israelite living in covenant obedience to God. His heart for the Lord was evidenced by his words, his deeds, and the response of other characters in this story.

B. Boaz was a near kinsman to Naomi and Ruth. However, there was another relative who was closer. Boaz did not hesitate to accept Ruth’s request for marriage, but he also did not circumvent the appropriate way to do so. 
C. Boaz was willing to perform the work of redemption, but the unnamed closer relative was not. He approached the relative at the city gate before the city elders, as was the custom. This unnamed relative had the right of first refusal. Although the nearer relative had the means to redeem Naomi’s land, he apparently did not want Ruth as part of the deal. His rejection of Ruth and the land cleared the way for Boaz. That Boaz still wanted to serve as the kinsman redeemer without being obligated by law demonstrates even further his godliness.

D. Boaz had the ability—the financial means—to be a kinsman redeemer. He was clearly a very successful businessman and farmer. He had servants who respected him. 
E. Boaz was free and therefore able to redeem. In other words, his land and his person were not under obligation to another. Israel had been through a very long drought period (at least the 10 years Naomi was in Moab). It was not uncommon to sell oneself as a slave due to poverty (Leviticus 25:39), but such was not the case for Boaz.

F. Boaz did pay the full price of redemption; he redeemed Naomi’s land, and he redeemed Ruth as a wife. 
III. Boaz took seriously the responsibility to live obediently and faithfully to the covenant of the Law. 
A. His harvesters left grain to be gleaned by the poor, as prescribed in the Law. But Boaz went above the legal requirement and had them leave extra for Ruth, revealing his generous heart for the Lord. 
B. He remained sexually pure and honored Ruth when she uncovered his feet in the night. He preserved her reputation by sending her home before light.

C. Boaz was a man of prayer, who spoke blessings over his workers and Ruth.

D. He was also an answer to his own prayer! He said, “May you be richly rewarded by the Lord under whose wings you have come to take refuge” (p. 123). Later, Ruth asked of Boaz, “Spread the corner of your garment over me” (p. 125). There “corner” is the same word as “wing.” She used the same poetic image as Boaz had used in his blessing over her. 
IV. Jesus Our Kinsman Redeemer—God’s provision for the poor in spirit 

A. Boaz and Ruth became the great-grandparents of King David, the servant of the Lord. They are noted by gospel writer Matthew, then, as being in the line of the Messiah (1:5). 
B. Jesus is our ultimate Kinsman Redeemer and meets all the criteria listed above. All human beings are helplessly enslaved to sin, under the dominion of the evil one, unless and until we are redeemed by the one and only Redeemer. Christ alone is God’s provision!

1. Jesus is a near kinsman to mankind because he is fully human. He is described as our brother who redeems us from the power of sin (Hebrews 2:14-17).

2. Jesus was willing to perform the work of redemption. Jesus willingly laid down His life (John 10:18). He redeemed us from the curse of the Law (Galatians 3:13) so that we might receive the adoption as sons of God (Galatians 4:5). He redeemed us from sin and unrighteousness (Romans 5; Titus 2:12). 
3. Jesus alone possessed the ability to redeem because He was sinless, being fully God and fully man. “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). “You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold…but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:17-18). 
4. Jesus was free because He fulfilled the Law (Matthew 5:17-18).

5. Jesus offered Himself as the price of redemption. “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). 
C. The ultimate redemption of man cost God dearly. He gave up His Son for the world (John 3:16). Jesus paid the price for the benefit for the redeemed who had nothing whatsoever to offer. 
D. As Boaz took Ruth, Jesus took the Church as His bride. (Ephesians 5:25, Revelation 19:7.) The Church is betrothed to Christ and is to be a pure virgin (2 Corinthians 11:2). 
E. The redeemed receive eternal life!
V. Applications and Implications

A. If Jesus is my Redeemer, then I can know that I am provided for and protected. I should live differently in light of this truth—as a pure virgin bride.

B. “Poor” outsiders can go boldly yet humbly to the Kinsman Redeemer asking for redemption from spiritual poverty. 
C. Genuine faith, like that of Boaz, is expressed in devotion, grace, and kindness toward others. Do I express my faith in tangible and practical ways? Does my faith have “shoes on?” 
D. Genuine faith, like that of Ruth, trusts God to always be working even when one does not see His hand.

E. God’s grace knows no limitations. He is available as the Kinsman Redeemer of all. Even a despised outsider is enveloped into God’s community of faith. I should never dismiss someone as beyond the reach of God’s grace.

F. God is at work in the lives of the faithful even in the darkest of times. I should trust Him even in life’s darkest times when I do not “see” or “feel” God.

G. God still seeks people of faith and kindness through whom He will work His plans. My life should be marked by these traits toward others. 
H. God cares for the poor and the widow—the least in our society. I should align my heart to care about the less fortunate. 
I. I should look for God’s provision as He works in the ordinary details of my life.

J. God still provides a Kinsman Redeemer to all who will come under His wings.

Learning Activity: Testimonies

The Kinsman Redeemer is just one example of God’s provision to care for His people. People’s lives are peppered with experiences of God’s provision in the ordinary “coincidences” of daily life. Briefly remind learners of a few of the “coincidences” that had to happen for Ruth to end up as Boaz’ bride. Then let class members share short testimonies of “God-incidences” that were really His provision for them, and have strengthened their faith. 
Coincidences or God-incidences

· God’s hand is present in the natural event (famine) that led Naomi and Elimelek to Moab.

· God’s hand is present over life and death, and the womb of Ruth (and Orpah). 
· God’s hand is present in chance events such as Ruth happening upon Boaz’ field.

· God’s hand is present in preparing Boaz’ heart to care for Ruth and Naomi.

· God’s hand is present in the legal process when the nearer relative first accepted and then declined the role of redeemer.

Lesson Plan 2: “Vantage Point”

Like the hit film Vantage Point, the story of Ruth can be dramatically portrayed from the different vantage points of its main characters, Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz. In this lesson option, each character tells his or her story from the first-person “vantage point” of that character’s experience, adding pertinent cultural and background details to give greater depth, tension, and fullness to each one. The actor has the opportunity to enrich his or her portion of the lesson by developing the emotions and the thoughts that Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz must have had. 
For this teaching method and lesson to be successful, teachers should identify their actors a couple weeks in advance to give them adequate time to prepare and to commit to be there the week that you do this. Good teaching is measured by great learning. These actors will learn infinitely more by participating than they ever would by just hearing another lecture. The rest of the class also benefits from a fresh approach. Therefore, as a teaching leader, your role is to help prepare each actor to communicate effectively in character. Scripts are provided, but should be augmented by the research and personality of your actors—they will probably draw out concepts from the story that the prepared script missed! 

The Vantage Point of Naomi

Times were hard in Bethlehem all those years ago. It was a violent place to live. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes rather than what was right in God’s eyes. People were lawless and Israel paid the price. God brought a famine to Israel. Our vineyards withered away, our fields yielded little grain, and our livestock had little to eat. Bethlehem, the “house of bread,” was dying from this famine. Finally, Elimelek decided that we would load up what possessions we still had and make our way to a distant land called Moab. They had rain and even vegetables to eat. It is a very frightening thing to be a mother and have nothing to feed your sons. We had to do something. The Promised Land was no longer flowing with milk and honey. The streams were not flowing because of the drought, but my tears were. Elimelek and I took our sons Mahlon and Kilion, our donkeys and our oxen, and we settled in a Moabite village. 

I really thought the worst was behind us. I thought life could not get any harder. But I was wrong. It got worse and worse. First, my husband died. My sons married Moabite women. I realize that the Law of the Lord forbade them from marrying a foreigner, but what other choice did they have? We lived in Moab and they were the only women around. They were both wonderful women, though. They were so very kind to us as foreigners. I loved both of them very deeply but was so disappointed that neither of them bore me any grandchildren in ten years. What was the Lord doing? Why had he closed their wombs? Within weeks of each other, both of my beloved sons died. The pain of losing them was almost unbearable. My sons! My beloved sons were both gone. I had lost everything. My husband and my two sons. Nothing mattered any more. The Lord had taken everything and everybody away from me. He had dealt harshly with me. With my husband and sons gone, I had no choice but to return to Bethlehem alone, broken and disgraced. I tried to send my daughters-in-law back to their mother’s homes. It was the best place for them. They could return to their homes and remarry Moabite men and have a good life. I was too old to ever remarry and bear another son who could carry on the family name. My husband was dead and so was his name. The God of Israel had abandoned me. The Lord was against me. I could see no hope of life. I wondered how I would survive in this world where life depends upon men. 

Ruth insisted on coming back to Bethlehem with me. I thought she would be better off returning to her own gods and her own people, but she wouldn’t hear of it. Honestly, I was too tired to argue with her. So we made our way back to Judah. The women in town were shocked to see me after being gone so many years. They said, “Can this be Naomi?” “Pleasant.” My name means “pleasant!” I said, “No, call me ‘Mara’ because the Almighty has made my life very bitter. I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty.” 

God had returned to Israel though and there was once again a grain harvest that was just beginning. I didn’t see how that would help me, a poor widow. But Ruth suggested that she go glean in a field behind the harvesters. I agreed, for we were hungry and needed to eat. That first day she worked until evening. She brought home at least half a month’s wages worth of grain. After I enjoyed the roasted grain that she brought me, I asked her whose field she had worked in. Imagine my surprise to learn that we had been blessed by Boaz, my husband’s relative! He showed such loyal love to us, for he is a family guardian. I rejoiced that Ruth could continue to work in his field safely. Bethlehem can be a dangerous place. For the next six weeks Ruth worked in Boaz’s field. We stored up lots of grain for the coming months. But I looked beyond our immediate needs to a greater need. 

Boaz proved himself to be a faithful family guardian. He was loyal and lovingly provided for me and Ruth. I suggested to Ruth that she ask Boaz’ for protection as her husband. I would never suggest anything immoral or improper; the Lord was already against me. Boaz had already shown affection and respect for Ruth so I suggested she go to the threshing floor to pursue the possibility of marriage. I think he was genuinely surprised that Ruth was not interested in marrying a younger man. I told her to wash and put on her good clothing. Then she went to him in the night so that he could say “no” privately. When she returned home, she had over sixty pounds of grain! He was even more generous than before. What a blessing Boaz is to us. 

We waited patiently that day. I knew Boaz would take care of business quickly. And he did. He came to my home that evening to take Ruth as his wife. He redeemed my property too. Boaz is a wealthy man and his redemption money allowed me financial security and rest. Better yet, his lovingkindness to me allowed my husband’s and my son’s names to prosper in Israel. For the first time in years I began to think that maybe YHWH was showing kindness to me again through His servant Boaz. 

All the townspeople blessed Boaz and his offspring. Ruth became his wife and they had a baby boy! Can you believe it? This little boy would carry on the family name of Elimelech and Mahlon! The townswomen praised YHWH because He did not leave me alone. They praised Him for Boaz; they praised Him for Ruth who loves me and is better to me than seven sons. I took that little child in my arms and cared for him as my own. Praise God for baby Obed!

The Vantage Point of Ruth

Have you ever been an outsider? Do you know what it is like to feel like you don’t belong anywhere? That’s what my life in Moab was like. Moab has a pretty shady past. We trace our roots back to Abraham’s nephew Lot who had an incestuous relationship with his daughters. We did not have a particularly noble start to a people group. And, quite frankly, it didn’t get any better with time. My ancestor Lot did know of the God of Abraham. But over time, my people began to worship Baal-Peor. When the Israelites camped in Moab under the leadership of a man named Moses, our king tried to have them cursed through a prophet named Balaam. That did not work out so well. Evidently when Balaam tried to curse Israel he ended up blessing them instead. Legend has it that Balaam’s donkey even spoke to him. I believe it because the God of Israel is unlike any god I’ve ever known. It was because of what the God of Israel did to Pharaoh that our King Balak tried to have them cursed. The whole relationship with Israel ended in a terrible fiasco. Our women worship Baal through sexual liaisons with male worshipers. The Israelite men sure didn’t seem to mind; they joined right in. But their priest revolted and many died that day. Moab and Israel have been enemies ever since. I, however, could see that their God was different than the Baal. Their God had true power and He should be feared. I treasured these things in my heart and never really felt like I belonged in Moab. I used to daydream while I did my work about what it would be like to live in Israel, to live under that God and to belong to that community. They are different from Moabites. I always sensed that they had a life that had meaning, wisdom and understanding. 

So I was certainly surprised when an Israelite family settled in my hometown. Mahlon saw me fetching water one day and his parents, Elimelek and Naomi, arranged for me to become his wife. Mahlon’s family was so very good to me, even though they considered me to be an outsider at first. I still enjoyed learning about their God. It was strange, though. They spoke as if they worshiped and obeyed their God and yet they had left the land that the Lord had given to them and came to Moab of all places. It was quite unusual. 

I was married to my first husband for ten years. We had no children in that time, which was a sad and painful thing for both of us. Strangely, his brother Kilion and his wife Orpah did not have any children either. He died young and I was left with two choices: go back to my mother’s home or go with Naomi to her home in Bethlehem. Without hesitation, I knew that I wanted to be a part of Israel and not return to the ways of my father’s house. Naomi seemed to be without any hope after my father-in-law, husband, and brother-in-law died. I worried about her – how she could survive as a widow. I insisted on coming to Bethlehem with her even when she tried to convince me otherwise. I knew that I could care for her better than she could care for herself alone. I love my mother-in-law dearly and could not bear to part with her. I said, “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried.” She realized that I would not go back to my people, so we journeyed back here and settled in.


I had learned well the religion of YHWH. I knew that the Lord would provide for us just like He provided manna in the desert. I could glean in the fields of Israelites to feed Naomi and myself but I could not do that in Moab. The first day that I went to seek grain from the fields I happened into the field of Boaz. He showed so much kindness to me, a foreigner. He not only allowed me to glean that day, but insisted I return and glean in his field only. I felt safe there. He was so generous too. I had plenty of wheat and barley every day. When I returned home and told Naomi that Boaz was the field owner, she praised God and praised him, for he is her relative. I worked in his field for about six weeks. I wondered what Naomi and I would do because the harvest was coming to an end for the season.


I did not expect to marry again after Mahlon died. But Naomi encouraged me to present myself to Boaz. I prepared myself as she instructed me and went to him secretly one night. I trusted the Lord and I trusted Naomi. After Boaz had fallen asleep that night, I lay at his feet. When he woke up startled, I told him who I was and asked for his protection and his redemption. I asked him to marry me as the Law allows. This wonderful man said he would, but another relative was closer than he. Because Boaz is so righteous, he insisted the other relative have the first option to marry me and take care of Naomi. I confess that I was a bit disappointed. I wanted Boaz for a husband. I knew what a kind and generous man he is. But I trusted God and went back home with a cloak full of grain.


The next day had to be one of the longest of my life. Naomi assured me that Boaz would take care of business quickly. My fate was in the hands of a relative I did not even know. But my trust was in the Lord who I do know. I busied myself with work around the house. I roasted the grain that Boaz had provided for Naomi and me. Then I ground some of it for bread. I waited and waited to hear something. I went to the well to fetch a jar of water just hoping that I would hear something. 

It was late in the day when Boaz showed up at Naomi’s home. What a joyous day to learn that he would be my husband and care for Naomi as well! The whole town of Bethlehem seemed excited to hear that Boaz would marry me. I have to admit that I was surprised by their support. They usually do not accept wives from other nations. But they accepted me! They blessed me and they blessed Boaz for what he was doing for Naomi too. He truly is a man of great respect in Israel. His faith and his generosity are known all through the land. This man is my new husband and I am so grateful to God that He has given me such a gift! He has given me life! 

For ten years in Moab I was barren. But now I am the mother of a wonderful baby boy named Obed. I wish you could have seen the joy on Naomi’s face when she held him for the first time. This little baby could never replace the sons she bore. I know she missed them every day. But this baby boy has restored her joy and hope. I now belong to Boaz. I now belong to Israel. And I know I belong to the Lord.

The Vantage Point of Boaz

I noticed her almost immediately. Bethlehem is a small town. We don’t get many newcomers around here. So when there was an unfamiliar woman in my field I wanted to know who she was and where she had come from. 

Praise God that this year was a good harvest! All of Israel has experienced a ten-year drought and of course that means famine. No rain, no crops. It has been bad. I am not surprised though. The Law, the covenant that the Lord made with Israel through Moses, clearly states that when we are not faithful to God there will be consequences. He said he would judge our disobedience by withholding the rain and allowing a famine. I’ve got to tell you, Israel can be a stubborn and rebellious people! Out of their mouths they say they follow the God of Abraham, but then we turn right around and chase after the gods of the Philistines or Midianites. Thankfully, God shows compassion when we finally turn to Him. He raised up another leader to get us back on track. Right now, Gideon is leading Israel back toward God and He gave us rain in the spring. What the water does for the barren land, the cleansing of God does for the barren soul. Bethlehem should live up to its name after this harvest. Ironically, Bethlehem means “House of bread.” There has been very little bread here over the past decade.


I have several fields and many servants who work for me. As I was making my rounds that day, I saw Ruth gleaning in my best field. I knew she must be either a widow or an alien or simply poor because those are the only people who glean in another Israelite’s field. God set up the Law that way. He provides for the widows, the poor, and the alien through the bounty He provides to other Israelites. It is out of my love for the Lord that I find it an honor and a responsibility to leave some grain stalks behind to supply their needs. When my harvesters go through the fields, they are to cut the corners so that stalks are left for gleaners to harvest. That is the Law. But when I realized that this new woman was Ruth, the Moabitess whom I had been hearing about at the city gate, I wanted to make sure she and her mother-in-law had enough. So I instructed my servants to drop even more grain stalks for her.


I had heard about Naomi’s daughter-in-law at the city gate. Nobody had heard from Naomi or her family for years. When she came back to Bethlehem as a widow bereaved of her two sons, people were really talking. She had lost everything in Moab. But she gained a faithful daughter-in-law. Who would have thought that a Moabite woman would be spoken about with such honor! All of my people in the city say she is a woman of excellence. This widow chose not to return to her own father, but she chose to stay with Naomi and care for her. She chose the God of Israel instead of the Baal of Moab.


It was a warm day and the sun can be harsh during harvest. But that did not stop her from working hard. So I invited Ruth to come in to my barn for water and rest. I explained to her that Bethlehem is not a safe place for a woman. There have been some horrific abuses in Bethlehem in recent years. Women have been raped and murdered here. So I told her that she was to glean in my field only. I have instructed my workers that I am a God-fearing man, and that absolutely no harassment of women would be tolerated in my fields. They will respect the Law of God or they won’t have a job. She and the other women are to be protected and respected in my fields. If they are gleaning, then they must not have husbands. That makes them very vulnerable to the godless and violent men in the area. There should be none of that in Israel. We are to be a holy people who represent a holy God to the pagan nations around us. But we haven’t done a very good job of that since Joshua died. 

About six weeks later, harvest was coming to an end and I spent the day and evening thrashing some grain. I had many ephahs of wheat and barley and I slept near them until I was finished working so that none of my grain would be stolen. On this particular evening, some workers and I celebrated our prosperity with a dinner and wine. After my heart was merry, I lay down near my piles of wheat to sleep. Imagine my surprise to awaken in the middle of the night to find a woman lying near my feet! It was dark and at first I thought that perhaps a prostitute had followed me into the threshing barn. I asked her who she was and it was Ruth, the Moabitess, the daughter-in-law of my relative Naomi. This Moabite woman then asked me spread my covering over her because I am a relative. The Law in Israel requires a brother to marry a widow and raise up a son for the deceased name to be passed on along with his property. God uses a kinsman redeemer to provide for widows and to keep the land, the inheritance of Israel, in a family for generation after generation. I am not Elimelech’s brother but I am his close relative. Elimelech has a closer relative, though, who had the right of redemption. So the next morning I went to the city gate where official legal business is handled. This relative just happened to come by and I made it known to him that Naomi had a piece of property that needed to be purchased so that Naomi would have money to live on. At first he agreed to redeem the land, but when I made it known to him that he needed to redeem Ruth so that an heir to Elimelech could have the land, he forfeited his right to redemption. The elders and all the people of the court were witnesses to my purchase of all of Elimelech, Chilion and Mahlon’s property for Naomi and my taking Ruth as my wife. 

I was blessed that day by all the townspeople when they heard that I was taking Ruth to be my wife. She is a woman of excellence, integrity, and deep faith. She loves Naomi and sacrificed her own well-being to take care of her. This Moabite woman is more noble than many Israelite women and her faith in the God of Israel is to be respected. I did not have to take Ruth as my wife, but I have chosen to love her and provide for her and Naomi. It cost me a great deal of money to buy Naomi’s land only to have it passed on to Obed, the son of Elimelech. It costs me to provide for Naomi and Ruth too. But it is a privilege to be used by God to love these women and care for them. The Lord has been very gracious to me and given me wealth and prosperity. I know He has prospered me so that I may bless others, namely these women and more children. I am a kinsman redeemer because I am a servant of the Lord.
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