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TEACHER PREPARATION
TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parame​ters of the story is for another time. Encourage stu​dents that if they engage the story like a movie or a novel, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

Chapter 29 is a quick overview of Paul’s early min​istry, as found in the book of Acts. If time allows, spend some time with your students reading through some of Paul’s earlier letters to the churches that he visited on his journey. (Recommended: Romans 1; 3–6; 8; 12; 15; 1 Corinthians 1; 3; 5–6; 10; 12–13; 15–16; Galatians 1; 3; 5–6; 1 Thessalonians 1–5)

ENCOURAGE PARTICIPATION

Making your students feel valued can lead to greater engagement. 
During a group discussion, it is important to remember to verbally affirm every stu​dent who shares an answer or an opinion. As a leader, it is easy to become dis​tracted by listening for a “correct” answer or by thinking about what question you are going to ask next. Following up every student’s response by saying something positive like “that’s a good point” or “I like your point of view”--or even some​thing as brief as “Thank you for sharing.”--can boost a student’s confidence and encourage the student to participate again in the future.

Even if a student’s answer is incorrect, off-track, or different from your own opinion, it’s important to thank the student for sharing. In doing this, you are not neces​sarily affirming the student’s answer. You are, rather, affirming the student’s willing​ness to share--a trait that you want to cul​tivate and encourage as much as possible for healthy discussions. Don’t miss the opportunity to encourage students to connect the story to not only their own, but also to that of their corporate faith community (small group, youth group, church) and the larger pic​ture of the worldwide Church today.
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LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 5 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

Paul’s Mission Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome, everyone! I’m so glad you’re back with us for what I hope is going to be another great time together. Before we dive into our story for today, let’s take a moment to pray before we begin: 

God, Thank you for bringing us back together to continue this journey of discovery. You have pulled us all in to such an unbelievable, life-changing story of grace, forgiveness, and restoration through Jesus. We ask that, over the next couple hours, you would continue to open our eyes to see ourselves as characters in this story. Help us to focus, to listen, and to fully understand the things you have to say to us today. Amen.
Now, let’s watch this week’s video, Paul’s Mission. This part of the story gets pretty intense, so you will want to pay close attention. Ready? 
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[CUE: Play the Paul’s Mission Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]
PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)

Icebreaker Question Collection

1. If you could go anywhere in the world tomorrow, where would you go and why?  

2. Have you ever been on a mission trip?  What is the best memory you have of that trip?  

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)

Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. What differences do you find in Paul’s message to the Jews in the synagogue (p. 409-410; Acts 13: 42-52) as compared to his message to the Gentiles (p. 410-11 & 413; Acts 14: 1-18 & 16: 25-34)?   Discuss applications we might make today for reaching different people groups with the same gospel.  
2. Why do you think Paul and his fellow prisoners stayed in the prison when they could’ve escaped?
3. What do you learn from the story of the jailer?

4. Compare the conversions of Lydia and the jailer at Philippi (p. 412-413; Acts 16: 13-15 & 25-34).  What differences do you find?  What similarities? 
5. What makes the Church in Thessalonica “a model to all the believers,” (1 Thess. 1:1-2:8) and what application can we make for our church if we want to be known as a model church?
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6. Paul was bold to speak of Jesus to many different people in many different environments.  In what setting or environment is it difficult for you to talk about Jesus? Why?

7. God set apart Saul (Paul) and Barnabas for foreign mission work (p. 409; Acts 13: 1-3) to help fulfill the mandate to be witnesses “to the ends of the earth,” (Acts 1:8).  Review the list of missionaries supported by our church.  Talk about each and pray for their needs.

CREATIVE OPTION:

Give each student an index card and a pen. Explain that they are going to have the opportunity to create their own MISSION STATEMENT for their lives. Emphasize that just as Paul had a clear vision of what he was sup​posed to do with his life, it is impor​tant for us to be continually asking ourselves where God wants to use us.

Have each student spend a few min​utes thinking of the thing that makes them most passionate in life or the way that they feel God is calling them to do good for their communi​ties or the world. Once the students have their ideas, tell them to write their personal mission statement on their index cards. The form of many mission statements is: My mission is to____(what)_____ by ______(how)______. (An example might be: “My mission is to love those in need by volunteering to serve hot meals at a local homeless shelter.)

Remind your students that they don’t need to have the mission of their entire lives figured out yet. Their mission statement can simply be one area of their lives that they are particularly passionate about, or through which they feel that they are doing what God created them to do. Also remind them that their mission doesn’t necessarily need to be “church”-related, and that God can use people who are passionate about many things, from playing rock music to making movies to creating designer clothing.

Once students have had 5-8 min​utes to come up with their mission statement, invite willing volunteers to share their mission statements with the rest of the group. Be sure to applaud those who have the courage to share.
PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth: The gospel spreads to the civilized world
Saul began his career as a radical Jewish scholar who was so convinced the Christians were wrong that he had them imprisoned and stoned to death.  After an encounter with the resurrected Jesus he became a Christ-follower.  Saul became Paul, (his Greek name) who proclaimed Christ to the Jews first and also to the Gentiles. Led by the Holy Spirit, the believers in their home base of Antioch in Syria commissioned Paul and 
THE STORY, CHAPTER 29 pt1: PAUL’S MISSION 
PAGE 5
Barnabas and sent them out as missionaries to spread the news that Jesus the Messiah is raised from the dead.  
Paul spent his life traveling across Asia Minor preaching the good news about Jesus. He gathered those who responded and started churches all along the way. He raised up leaders for these gatherings and continued to be part of their lives through follow-up visits and letters. It’s been estimated that Paul traveled over 14,000 miles in his lifetime. It’s incredible considering the types of transportation available in his day.

Unfortunately, Paul was not welcomed everywhere he went. The message about Jesus brought two distinct reactions. While some responded with great joy, others responded with strong hatred. Regardless of the situation, Paul was on a mission. Part of this mission was taking the message of Christ to people who had never heard of Jesus. (Romans 15:20) Another part of this mission was returning to cities where the gospel message was received to strengthen and encourage the new believers.

The first missionary journey took Paul and fellow missionary Barnabas to the island of Cyprus where they encountered a Jewish sorcerer who opposed them, and a Roman proconsul who embraced the gospel.  They set sail for the region of Galatia (present south-central Turkey).  They were invited to preach in the synagogue in Pisidian Antioch, and after an initial favorable reception, they faced persecution so they turned their sights toward the Gentiles.  

Paul was joined by Timothy, Silas, and eventually Luke for his second missionary journey.  They visited many cities in Macedonia, including Philippi where a church was begun in Lydia’s home.  The evangelists were beaten and thrown in jail where their faith convicted not only their jailer, but apparently the other prisoners as well.  Many Jews and Greeks from Thessalonica believed before Paul and Silas were sent away for their own protection.  Paul then met Priscilla and Aquila in Corinth where he was again opposed by the Jews.  But Gentiles believed, so Paul stayed and ministered there for about a year and a half.  He also wrote letters to these churches to teach and encourage them.  He wrote the Thessalonians to encourage them to continue to be the model of Christianity that they had become in expectation of the Lord’s return.  He knew of their suffering and rejoiced in their faith.  

After returning to his base of operations in Antioch, Paul set out on his third missionary journey.  As he strengthened the churches in the Galatian region, Apollos showed up in Ephesus where he met Priscilla and Aquila.  Apollos was a powerful speaker and strong disciple, but needed further instruction.  He then traveled on to Corinth and Paul arrived in Ephesus.  Ephesus was a hotbed of pagan idolatry and as Paul began his teaching in the synagogue, most Jews rejected his message.  He stayed there more than two years teaching the word to both Jews and Greeks.  Many people from the region came to hear him as the word spread.  
(Take any last minute questions)
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Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thanks everyone for these great responses. I am always challenged and inspired by what you come up with for these questions. I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to finding out what happens in our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, We thank you that your gospel of redemption and salvation is for everyone, and that it has spread to us here today. We are also grateful that we get to participate in spreading this Good News through the gifts and passions that you have given us. May we continue to see that each of our stories is significant, and that you give us opportunities every day to be Good News to others. We ask these things in the name of Jesus, the hero of the story. Amen.

