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TEACHER PREPARATION


TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your groups responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As this is the first study in the series, it’s going to be a bit different from those in following weeks. Do your best to treat this opening study as the beginning of a wonder​ful adventure--which it is! Encourage your students to be open to learning and experiencing new things.

This first story has a lot of detail right from the begin​ning, and is broken up into three major ‘events,’ each of which has its own unique themes and message. They are stories that you and your students are probably familiar with, but this time will be most meaningful if you encourage everyone involved to treat the stories as if they are being told for the first time. 

DON’T KILL THE CONVERSATION!

Youth ministry expert Grahame Knox suggests five sure-fire ways to avoid an embarrassing silence:
1. Don’t ask questions that can be answered with one word (e.g., Do you agree that God loves you?)

2. Don’t ask loaded questions that suggest the answer (e.g., Our bod​ies are God’s temple, so should we smoke?)

3. Don’t ask intimidating questions (e.g., If you really loved God, what you would do?)

4. Don’t ask embarrassing questions (e.g., What’s your most frequent temptation?)

5. Don’t try to make people guess the answers you want (e.g., What are the three great truths from this passage?)

I’ll add one more:
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6. Don’t use “Why?” or “Why not?” in your follow-up questions (because they make people feel as though they’re defending their answers).

[From Creative Bible Study Methods for Youth Leaders, an ebook by Grahame Knox, 2007, pp. 10-11]
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group) 

5 minutes
Introduction and prayer

Upper / Lower Story Recap

Chapter 1: Creation Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes

Icebreaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (large or small group) 
25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (small group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer 

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome! I am so excited to be together and to begin our discovery in God’s Story. Let’s take a moment and pray before we begin: 

THE STORY FOR TEENS, CHAPTER 1: CREATION PAGE 3
God, as we begin this amazing journey through your Story, we pray that you will open our eyes to see ourselves within it. We pray that as we learn about ancient times, places, and people, we may discover new things about our own lives and about your dreams for the world that we live in today. Amen. 
I hope that this adventure through God’s story is going to teach us a lot and allow us to have some fun while we experience it together. I’m really excited to continue to chapter one of our journey through God’s Story. But before we do, I thought it would be good for us to take a look back at what we experienced last week. As a reminder, in every Bible story that we go through together, we are looking for TWO story lines going on: an Upper Story and a Lower Story. The Upper Story tells the big picture, the grand narrative of God seeking relationship with human beings as it unfolds throughout 

history. The Lower Story are the smaller stories we will look at each week that tell the details of particular people and the events that happen in their lives.
Hopefully, you are ready to dive into the first chapter of this amazing story. I have a video that will give us a quick look at where our new story will take us this week. After the video we will take a moment to respond. 

Now, let’s watch this week’s video, Creation. Just to warn you, it is packed with action, so you have to pay careful attention so you don’t miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play Chapter 1: Creation video from the curriculum DVD (2:44 minutes) ]
PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Icebreaker Question Collection

1. Imagine that a scientist has created a serum that makes people stop sinning. It is put into the drinking fountains at your high school. At first, the day just seems boring. But then strange things begin to happen. Describe your school.

2. Would you bring home some of the water for your family to drink? If so, what would change at home?

3. How would your personal actions change? At school? At home? At church?
4. If the people at your school stopped sinning for one year, what would be the long-term consequences? For example, would the school save money? Do you think grades would improve? Would your school’s football team have a better record? Would the teachers be worried about their pay? What would happen to the “dumb” kids? Would the groups at school become more distinct, or would groups like the jocks and popular kids disappear?
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PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)
Pows And Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.] 

1. Why do you think God rested after he had finished creat​ing? What could this mean for your life?

2. Why do you think God put the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in the garden?

3. Let’s call the Garden of Eden God’s perfect plan, or Plan A. In Plan A, God created Adam and Eve in His image. Do humans still have his attributes? Why or why not?
4. After Adam and Eve sin, God gives them consequences, commonly known as “the curse.” Do you think that God loves Adam and Eve any less than on the day He created them? Do you think that God loves you more when you are “good” than when you are “bad”? Why or why not?
5. The sibling rivalry between Cain and Abel led to hatred and pain for everyone in the family. What can you do to increase peace and decrease pain in your family relationships?
6. Describe how sin changed “everything” in Noah’s day.  Why do you think God was “deeply troubled” by the society of Noah’s day?  What about today’s society deeply troubles you?
7. In what ways do we see corruption and violence in our world today? How do we see it in our own lives? 

8. What attributes of God do we see in The Story, Chapter 1? What evidence do we see that God is righteous? What evidence do we see that God is faithful? Merciful?
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9. What is one encouraging thing you can say to the person who says “I can’t believe in a God who allows so much evil and suffering in the world”?

Extra Credit Question

1. What have you made with your own hands that you are proud of? When God created the world, He did it out of nothing. There’s a Latin word for that; it’s called “ex nihilo.” That concept makes atheistic scientists squirm—why do you think that is?

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY(LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth:  Sin changes everything.

(Add any additional form of presentation or information you feel is necessary.)

In the beginning, God. God is the central character of the grand story of the Bible.  It really is all about Him and His desire to be in relationship with people.  In the opening chapters of Genesis, the Upper Story is in full view. God has a grand vision to be with us, and enjoy harmonious life with us on the newly created perfect earth.  Man and woman together reflect God’s image as community.  As images of God, they are to rule as His benevolent representatives over the earth.  In the garden, there is perfect communion with God, one another and with the creation itself.  It is all about relationships—relationship with God and relationship with each other. 

But God doesn’t force those relationships. When man and woman choose to listen to a creature rather than the Creator, the vision is ruined.  Sin enters in and brings with it physical death and separation from God and expulsion from the garden.  The whole earth is cursed and begins to die.  The sin nature is inaugurated by Adam and Eve, and its tragic consequences are passed on to their offspring.  Cain killing Abel demonstrates that every human is infected with sin.  But sin is more than what we do, it is what we are—it is now our very nature.

Relationship between God and man has now been broken as has the harmony between man and woman.  Even the earth itself no longer relates well to man.  Immediately, however, God begins His plan to get us back into a right relationship with Him; and that Upper Story never changes even to the last chapter of the Bible.  Even after God brings judgment upon a wicked earth, Noah and his family still emerge from the ark with their sin nature.  It is going to take something beyond people to solve the sin problem.  A clue to the solution is subtly given to us in God’s response to Adam and Eve.  God Himself makes for them clothes from an animal’s skin to cover their nakedness—blood is shed to cover their sin.  And a promise is made that sin will one day ultimately be vanquished.
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This first chapter of The Story is vital to understanding God’s Upper Story.  The major doctrines of our faith are rooted here, namely sin and redemption.  In the Bible, only the first two chapters of Genesis and the last two chapters of Revelation give us a glimpse into life in a world without sin, a world as God intended it to be.   When we compare our world with what the world was like before sin, we learn that nothing is as it should be.  Nothing.  Sin changes everything.  Since the fall in the garden, man exists in a fallen world under the dominion of Satan.  But the believer’s hope lies in knowing that one day the Messiah, promised from the beginning, will return to earth, conquer evil and fully restore the relationships lost in the garden. 

(Take and last minute questions that the group might have.)

Teacher Script (please personalize this):
The more we dive into these stories, the more we’ll see that these stories have a way of connecting with us like nothing else can. I hope we’ll begin to see this story can change all of our lives. Thank you for engaging in this and being so thoughtful in your responses. I wish we have more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next story!

Let’s pray as we end our time together: 

God, thank you for this time together, and for allowing us to begin this incredible journey through this story. Help us to reflect on what we’ve experienced today in the week ahead. And may we look forward to learning about more about you and your wonderful, mysterious plan for the world in the weeks to come. Thank you for being a God who is creative, powerful, and true to Your promises. Amen.

