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TEACHER PREPARATION

TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parame​ters of the story is for another time. Encourage stu​dents that if they engage the story like a movie or a novel, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

Chapter 29 is a quick overview of Paul’s early min​istry, as found in the book of Acts. If time allows, spend some time with your students reading through some of Paul’s earlier letters to the churches that he visited on his journey. (Recommended: Romans 1; 3–6; 8; 12; 15; 1 Corinthians 1; 3; 5–6; 10; 12–13; 15–16; Galatians 1; 3; 5–6; 1 Thessalonians 1–5)

ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS!

Sometimes using the right prob​ing questions can unlock great discussion.
Until a group gets to know each other and becomes familiar with a new style of interaction, you won’t simply be able to rely on canned questions to get your discussion started. (The questions will help, but you will need a little more.) First, remember to keep your questions open-ended. When appropriate, ask “What do you think” ques​tions, rather than questions that seek a concrete answer. These will, by nature, foster more discussion amongst your group. Similarly, stay away from questions that could have a “yes” or “no” answer, and opt for “Why...” questions. (For example, instead of “Did you like the story?” use “What did you think about the story? Why?”

As your students begin to respond to questions, don’t be afraid to use probing questions to dig a bit deeper. When you sense that there could be more to a student’s answer that is beneficial to the rest of the group, ask them to elaborate or to explain their response further. (Of course, be careful not to pry into something that is too personal.)
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LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 8 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

The Story Rewind pt 9 Video
Paul’s Mission Recap Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



7 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome, everyone! I’m so glad you’re back with us for what I hope is going to be another great time together. Before we dive into our story for today, let’s take a moment to pray before we begin: 

God, Thank you for bringing us back together to continue this journey of discovery. You have pulled us all in to such an unbelievable, life-changing story of grace, forgiveness, and restoration through Jesus. We ask that, over the next couple hours, you would continue to open our eyes to see ourselves as characters in this story. Help us to focus, to listen, and to fully understand the things you have to say to us today. Amen.
I have a video to help refresh our memories of what we have covered so far in The Story. 
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(CUE: Play The Story Rewind Pt 9 Video from the curriculum DVD (4 minutes) 

Hopefully, that helped remind you of where our story has left us. Now I have the next video that will give us a quick look at where our story is headed this week. Now, let’s watch this video recap of Paul’s Mission. This part of the story gets pretty intense, so you will want to pay close attention. Ready? 

[CUE: Play the Paul’s Mission  Recap Video from the curriculum DVD (1 minutes) ]
PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)

Icebreaker Question Collection

1. What do you like best about the church you attend?  In what ways does your church encourage you to continue to grow and mature in the faith?
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)

Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. What problem seems to be at the root of the divisions and quarrels in the Church at Corinth? (p. 424-425, 1 Cor. 1:10-13, 3:1-11) Do you see any lessons here for our church?
2. Read 1 Cor. 12 and Rom. 12:3-8.  Why is the human body a good metaphor for the church and how does it relate to spiritual gifts?
3. According to Paul’s letter to the Galatians, does freedom from the law grant freedom to sin (p. 431, Gal. 5:13-26)?  What are some results of living by the Spirit?
4. What is the relationship between righteousness and faith and why do you suppose Paul used Abraham to prove his point?  (Hint: The Jews placed their trust in keeping the Law and the fact that they had been circumcised.) 
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5. In small groups, look up the following verses: 1 Corinthians 2: 4-10 & 13: 1-3; Galatians 5: 19-26; Romans 5: 1-5 & 12: 1-8.  Choose no more than five traits that define what it means to be a “mature Christian”.  Why is maturity important in the church?  Share your group’s five traits with the class.
6. Of all the books in the Bible, Paul’s letter to the Romans most clearly outlines a pattern we can follow to lead a person to Christ.  It shows man’s lost condition and makes clear what we must do to receive what God has done to correct our sad condition.  This collection of verses has often been called “the Romans Road to salvation.”  Trace the following verses, perhaps even marking them in your Bible.  Romans 3:23( 3:10-11( 6:23 ( 5:8 ( 10:9-13 ( 5:1, 8:1, 8:38-39.  In 25 words or less, what are the essentials of the gospel?  (Hint:  Review 1 Cor. 15:3-4)  How do you think the Romans Road could help you share your faith in the future?
PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

In the year 1788, the Constitution of the United States had just been ratified. However, the vision of this new venture of democratic government needed maturing.  It needed to be fleshed out in practical terms so people understood how to apply its new principles in everyday life.

Chapter 29 does precisely that.  This chapter in The Story is by far the longest chapter, but it matures the vision as Paul lays out the practical elements of the Christian life in his letters to the embryonic, emerging churches of the first century.  Jesus had brought a radical, unexpected vision that challenged people to think in terms of spiritual transformation rather than political upheaval.  The key principles of His teachings were still there:  

· Love God and your neighbors as yourself.

· Lose your life in order to find it.

· Become a servant.

But how did Christianity work if the person who I’m commanded to love has just divorced me, or taken me to court?  How do you bring Jews and Gentiles into one Kingdom, when each has a totally different frame of reference?  Since Jesus was a Jew, do you have to become a Jew first before becoming a Christian?  And what do we do now with the Law?  Just toss it after all these years?  What happens when people start taking this new religion and, as humans are prone to do, use it for their own ends?
It’s not an exact parallel, of course, but this chapter in the Story, in a way, serves as a set of instructions and clarifications to the gospel much like the amendments to the Constitution elucidate and illuminate the principles on which we were founded.  
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This was especially important because as we see in Acts, God’s plan was not to keep the church in a cloistered biosphere, a pristine environment where it could be kept safe from the influences of the world.  Quite the opposite:  the church was supposed to go change the world by engaging with it, influencing it, and making disciples of all nations by going, baptizing and teaching.  

What we’re looking for today are themes that are interwoven throughout the writings of Paul as he visits, addresses, equips, reprimands and encourages these new believers.  Jewish converts already understood sin, God, and the long history of His work in their lives.  But Gentile converts began at square one.  So Paul adapted his methods of teaching, depending on his audience.  His letters to each church reveal a wide array of problems; but while he addressed each church differently, there are some common threads that run throughout his letters – issues that do not surprise us, knowing the nature of the new organism that was being created.

During Paul’s stay in Ephesus, the mixed response to the gospel message continued.  Some of the Ephesians believed and left their idols and witchcraft in exchange for a new life in Christ.  This did not set well with the idol artisans who staged a riot to drive Paul out of town.  While in Ephesus, he penned letters to churches in Corinth, Galatia and Rome, though he had not yet visited there.    

The Corinthian church had enjoyed a who’s who of early church leaders.  This privilege should have prodded them onto Christian maturity but instead they chose sides like children on a playground.  Paul chastised them for their divisiveness, corrected their immorality and answered questions that they had about spiritual gifts.  They needed to practice sacrificial love for one another.  Some were even denying the resurrection so Paul gave them a remedial lesson on the essentials of the gospel and the hope of a future resurrection.  The Galatian churches were confused by Jewish Christians who insisted they practice the Jewish ceremonial rites.  Paul’s letter is a masterpiece on Christian liberty as he defended justification by faith alone.  Paul’s pastoral desire to minister to the believers in Rome prompted him to write a letter to convey the foundations of the Christian faith.   In spite of every form of opposition, the word of God could not be contained.  God sovereignly saw to it that obstacles became opportunities for Paul and others to take the gospel “even to the ends of the earth.”

(Take any last minute questions)

Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thanks everyone for these great responses. I am always challenged and inspired by what you come up with for these questions. I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to finding out what happens in our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time:
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God, We thank you that your gospel of redemption and salvation is for everyone, and that it has spread to us here today. We are also grateful that we get to participate in spreading this Good News through the gifts and passions that you have given us. May we continue to see that each of our stories is significant, and that you give us opportunities every day to be Good News to others. We ask these things in the name of Jesus, the hero of the story. Amen.
