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TEACHER PREPARATION

TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies centers on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your groups responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

Since this is only the third lesson, there may be students for whom this is still a very new and challenging experi​ence. Continue to encourage your students to be open to learning and experiencing new things.

This lesson moves fairly quickly through several episodes in Joseph’s life. While you could spend time during your discussion unpacking each trial he faced (i.e. temptation from Potiphar’s wife) and what each means for our lives, it might be more advantageous to encourage your students to see the whole narrative of Joseph’s life and struggle in light of God’s attitude toward those who are afflicted--the “underdogs,” in a sense. The element of forgiveness will also play a large role in rounding out this narrative. Continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS!

Sometimes using the right prob​ing questions can unlock great discussion.
Until a group gets to know each other and becomes familiar with a new style of interaction, you won’t simply be able to rely on canned questions to get your discussion started. (The questions will help, but you will need a little more.) First, remember to keep your questions open-ended. When appropriate, ask “What do you think” ques​tions, rather than questions that seek a concrete answer. These will, by nature, foster more discussion amongst your group. Similarly, stay away from questions that could have a “yes” or “no” answer, and opt 
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for “Why...” questions. (For example, instead of “Did you like the story?” use “What did you think about the story? Why?”

As your students begin to respond to questions, don’t be afraid to use probing questions to dig a bit deeper. When you sense that there could be more to a student’s answer that is beneficial to the rest of the group, ask them to elaborate or to explain their response further. (Of course, be careful not to pry into something that is too personal.)
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 5 minutes
Introduction and prayer
Joseph: Video
PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Icebreaker

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (large or small group)
 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in
Discussion

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember
Last Minute Questions

Closing prayer 
TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome back! I am so excited to be back together as we continue to move through God’s Story. Let’s take a moment and pray before we begin: 
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God, we thank you for the opportunity to dive into this amazing story together once again. We ask you to inspire us, to move us, and to allow us to find our own story within this one. Please show us and teach us how this story can intersect with our own stories. Amen. 
This week we are in the THIRD chapter. I hope you’re excited to see what’s coming up next. Now, let’s watch this week’s video, Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh. Remember to pay careful attention so you don’t miss anything. Ready?
[CUE: Play Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh Video from the curriculum DVD (3:00) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Icebreaker Question Collection 

1. What’s your favorite action-adventure movie or story? What kind of trouble was the “hero” in? How did the author make things go from “bad” to “worse” for the main character?

2. Have you had times in your life when you were in trouble and it got worse? How did you feel about God during that time?

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP) 
Pows And Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

Discussion

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. What did Jacob do that made the ten brothers jealous of Joseph?

2. What about the brothers’ plan made it so evil?
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3. How do you think Joseph felt when he met his brothers again? How would you have felt?

4. What are the main things you and your siblings fight about? What is the real struggle behind those issues? [For example, you’re not really fighting over who gets to sit in the front seat, you’re fighting over favor, power, prestige, and “rights.”]

5. What can you do to stop the fighting and redirect that energy into something positive?

6. God was with Joseph even while he was being sold into slavery. What parts of this week’s Story show us that?

7. In the story, Joseph was accused of something he didn’t do. Have you ever been treated unfairly for doing the right thing? What did you learn from it?
8. What were some of Joseph’s gifts or skills? How did he use those in Potiphar’s house? In jail? 

9. Often, we pray that God will stop evil or intervene in bad circumstances. Does He always do this? Can we still trust Him?

CREATIVE OPTION:

Have your teens gather into groups of anywhere from 2 - 4 people. Tell them that since Joseph’s story is a classic underdog story about rising from the bottom to the top, it needs a proper soundtrack to go along with it, just like a great underdog movie. 

Give them two options to create in the next 10-15 minutes: a) Make a list of 10-12 popular songs that help to tell different parts of Joseph’s story (i.e. “Stayin’ Alive” by the Bee Gees). Have each group share their playlist with the rest of the students, explaining why they picked each song; OR b) Write and perform (if they are comfortable) their own rap song or pop song about the themes from Joseph’s story. Tell them they may re-write new lyrics to the tune of a popular song, if that helps to get them started.

OPTIONAL: Allow volunteers to per​form and/or record their songs. Be sure not to force anyone who is shy about sharing. (To save time, you could have groups who chose to make soundtrack lists share their “Top 3” songs.)
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PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY(LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth:  Though man fails, God’s plan prevails
(Add any additional form of presentation or information you feel is necessary.)
The Story continues with Abraham’s great-grandson, Joseph.  His story doesn’t get off to a very good start, and it goes downhill from there.  In the process, we see very 
clearly that God’s plan of redemption cannot be thwarted by man’s evil intentions and feeble efforts.  
Joseph was the 11th of 12 sons, so he had little to expect by way of blessing or position through seniority.  Even so, he was his father favorite, and Jacob gave him a beautiful gift to demonstrate his preference.  This gift, coupled with Joseph’s prediction that his 10 older brothers would one day bow down to him, guaranteed an intolerable case of sibling rivalry.  The 10 plot his death at first, but wind up selling him into Egyptian slavery instead. 

The road to Egypt rid the brothers of their nuisance, but landed Joseph a job as manager of Potiphar’s household. God blessed Potiphar because of Joseph, and Potiphar was therefore pleased with Joseph.  It turns out Potiphar’s wife was also pleased with Joseph, but for different reasons.  After rejecting her advances and refusing to sleep with her, she accused him of rape, and he got a prison sentence in exchange for his integrity.

But even in prison, the circumstances start to look familiar.  Joseph’s good character was noted and, once again, he was promoted to manager, within the prison.  He ended up interpreting some dreams for two of Pharaoh’s court officials who were doing time with him.  Pharaoh eventually hears of Joseph’s talents and summons him to unravel one of his own dreams and ends up promoting Joseph from prison manager to Deputy Pharaoh.  

Hard times were on the way, so Joseph initiated a plan to storehouse food to sustain Egypt during a coming worldwide famine.  This famine was felt back home by Joseph’s family as well, and they made their way to Egypt to buy food.  It had been 20 long years since they sold him into slavery, but sure enough, Joseph was right:  there they were, bowing at his feet.  Sometimes, dreams really do come true. 

Joseph’s entire family was saved.  The Hebrew word actually means preserved as though God had something in mind here; and indeed, He did.  Jacob, the brothers, and all the extended family moved to the safety of Egypt where they would survive the famine, and God would in fact safeguard his people and his promises.  
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Joseph saw the Upper Story, the big picture.  He declared to his brothers, “What you intended for evil, God intended for good to accomplish what is now being done.”  (p. 34) There it is:  redemption in a sound bite.  The Messiah would not come for centuries, yet 
God’s storytelling had begun. Joseph’s life is a precursor, reminding us that though man plans for evil, God redeems for good. Beauty from ashes. Life from death. Man fails, but God prevails. Every time.
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you for using your imaginations and being able to share some very important and personal parts of your own stories. I wish we have more time to continue our sharing, but I encourage you to continue to reflect on these questions until the next time we meet. You can journal about your thoughts, create more art, or share them with friends or family.

Let’s pray as we end our time together: 

God, we are so amazed and grateful and you stand by us no matter what, even when people betray us, and when it seems like things can’t get any worse. We know that you are a good God who cares about us and wants the absolute best for us. Thank you for showing us your love in our lives and through this story. Amen.
