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TEACHER PREPARATION
TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, doing the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

In Chapter 16, the story touches on themes in the lives of King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah. Since Isaiah’s prophecies are too numerous to be included into The Story for this lesson, you may want to investigate additional writings of Isaiah with your stu​dents. One way of doing this would be to utilize the Creative Option for this lesson, which gives students an additional opportunity to engage with Isaiah’s prophetic visions in ISAIAH 6.
BREAK INTO PAIRS!

Mix up your discussion’s dynamic by encouraging partner interaction.
If you find that your students have a tendency to lose focus, or if your dis​cussion tends to become dominated by a few students, mix it up by asking your students to discuss a specific question in pairs. (You can say something as simple as: “For the next question, turn to the person next to you...”

This strategy can help to make every​one feel included in the discussion, especially in larger groups. Once the students have had a few minutes to discuss, ask each group to share what they came up with for a response.

For some added intrigue, have stu​dents discuss a more “controversial” question, with each person taking a different “side” to the argument. Then have them report back to the group with perspectives from each side.
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LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

5 minutes
Introduction and prayer
Story Rewind 5 Video
The Beginning of the End Video 

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group) 


25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in
Discussion

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember
Last Minute Questions

Closing prayer
TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome, everyone! I’m glad that you’re all here for another great week together. Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here throughout this journey through The Story, I hope that we all find this time exciting and important to our lives, no matter where we are in our relationship with God. We have another great part of the story to get to today, but first let’s take a second to pray before we begin: 

God, We thank you for all the ways that you show yourself to us throughout the week--from nature to our relationships with our friends and families. We ask that you would continue to move in our lives as we come together today. Show us new things about ourselves and about you as we enter into this story yet again. We pray that we’ll leave here today different than we were when we came in. Amen.
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In today’s story, we’re picking up where we left off last week, with the nation of Israel in total chaos. But before we do, let’s take a look back at what has happened so far from the very beginning of the story. We’ve come quite a long way so far, so this recap should move pretty quickly--be sure to watch and listen carefully!

[CUE: Play the Story Rewind 5 video from the curriculum DVD (2 minutes) ]
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Hopefully, this video has helped to remind you of what last happened in the story, or to fill you in if you weren’t with us. I have another video that will give us a quick look at where our new story will take us this week. Now, let’s watch this week’s video, The Beginning of the End. And as always, there will be a lot to take in, so pay close attention. You don’t want to miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play The Beginning of the End Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)

Icebreaker Question Collection

Great people often must go against the flow of conventional wisdom. [Ask for a show of hands of people who have a computer in their home.]  Ken Olson, a powerful business executive of Digital Electric Corporation said in 1977, “There is no reason anyone would want a computer in their home.” 

1. Have any of you had an idea this week that is outside the box?

2. Have any of you been surprised by something this week that went against conventional wisdom?

3. When something surprises you, what is it that causes you to be surprised? [Surprise comes when something that is predicted does not happen, or when a normal pattern is changed.]

4. What are the odds of winning the lottery? Why do you think people buy tickets? [hope against all odds]

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)

Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  
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Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. Hezekiah was a man of God. The Northern Kingdom, Israel, had already been captured. The greatest army in the world at the time was camped outside his borders. The odds of his winning a battle against King Sennacherib were nil. How do you think Hezekiah felt when he got the report from the enemy that his country was about to be annihilated?

2. How might God be calling you to “rebel” against the opposi​tion in your life?
3. The enemy tried to smear Hezekiah’s reputation by saying, “Do not listen to Hezekiah, for he is misleading you when he says, ‘The Lord will deliver us.’” Has anyone ever smeared your or a close friend’s reputation?

4. God truly saved the people of Judah. God sent an angel to put to death 185,000 men in the Assyrian camp.  It was a miracle. Do we expect miracles today? Do you live by faith and count on them as Hezekiah did? Why or why not?

5. Page 225 of The Story tells about Isaiah’s call to be a prophet. Considering Isaiah’s reaction to being in the presence of God, do you ever feel as if you are unworthy to serve God?

6. Knowing we all are unworthy to serve, why do you think God used Isaiah? Why would he use you?

7. What was Isaiah’s attitude when God ask for someone to go preach? [Here am I, send me.] Has God called you to something? What was or will be your answer?

8. Isaiah says, “The Lord will have compassion on Jacob …” God says, “Though [a mother] may forget; I will not forget you!” And promises that after Judah has been punished, he will restore it. Why did God let Judah be taken if he was planning on restoring it anyway?

9. What can you learn from the trials of Judah?
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CREATIVE OPTION:

Divide students into groups of 2-3. Give each group a print-out of ISA​IAH 6, a large sheet of paper, and pens/pencils/markers. Tell the stu​dents that they are going to take a look at one of the visions of the prophet Isaiah and create their own artistic interpretation of what Isaiah saw.

Explain to the students that ancient prophecies like Isaiah’s were com​monly full of strange imagery that represented important messages about God and his people. Tell the students that their task is to take all or part of ISAIAH 6, and to create their own comic strip or artis​tic representation of what the pas​sage says. Assure them that there are is no “right” or “wrong” way to represent this part of scripture; encourage them to let their imagina​tions run with it.

When the students have had about 10 minutes to create their artistic interpretation or comic strip, ask each group to share what they made. As each group shares, ask the stu​dents what they think this passage says about God, his people, or the situation in the world during Isaiah’s time.

(NOTE: Other recommended pas​sages to use: ISAIAH 3; 6; 13–14; 49; 53)

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth:  God deals with disobedience, but His compassion never ends.
For 209 years, the northern kingdom of Israel had endured one evil king after another.  Their failure to keep God’s covenant meant they would be expelled from the covenant.  They had been chosen to be a blessing to all other nations, but now they would be delivered over to those very nations.  

Shalmaneser, King of Assyria, set up a puppet government for the northern tribes of Israel and appointed Hoshea as king. Hoshea was as defiant of Shalmaneser as he was of God, the true King of Israel.  He stopped paying tribute and as a result, the Assyrian army destroyed the capital city of Samaria and captured Hoshea.  The king, along with many of his fellow Israelites, was deported by Shalmeneser’s successor, Sargon II.   By resettling them throughout Assyria, God was settling His own accounts.  Idolatry, disobedience and stubbornness provoked God’s anger, and led him to expel the northern kingdom from His land.  

Meanwhile, just to the south in the kingdom of Judah, godly King Hezekiah was nervously watching these world-shaking events on his northern border.  Hezekiah stands out from all of the other kings of Judah for his efforts to remove every vestige of idolatry in the land.  He rebelled against the new Assyrian king Sennacherib.  The Assyrians sent envoys, claiming that they wanted to negotiate a peaceful surrender with Hezekiah in Jerusalem.  Their reasoning was faultless: What other nation had been able to stand against the Assyrian might?  Had not God Himself commissioned them for this 
THE STORY, CHAPTER 16: THE BEGINNING OF THE END      PAGE 6
task?  Sennacherib’s commander appealed directly to the populace of Jerusalem, speaking to them in Hebrew.  

King Hezekiah trusted in the LORD and prayed for deliverance.  The prophet Isaiah promised that God would deliver them.  What faith it must have taken to trust the prophet’s prediction!  The angel of the LORD swept through the Assyrians army as they slept.  The next morning Sennacherib’s camp was littered with 185,000 dead Assyrian soldiers.  The army retreated, and Judah was saved.  

Isaiah had been called to be a prophet during the last year of King Uzziah’s life.  In a majestic vision of the LORD, he was commissioned to speak for God to turn the people of Judah away from sin and toward their God.  He warned that Judah was walking in her sister Israel’s footsteps, and therefore would reap similar judgment.  Unfortunately, he seldom found a listening audience.  

The threat of foreign exile failed to curb the widespread social injustice, moral decay and religious apostasy.  Judah’s pride would be her downfall; God loved His people too much to allow their sin to go unchecked.  And although He warned of judgment, He also promised a future restoration.  When Israel perceived herself as forsaken and forgotten, her compassionate God would fully restore her.  The whole world would know that the LORD is their Savior and Redeemer.  

(Take any last minute questions.)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you so much for your willingness to share these things with the rest of us. Keep it up! Hope​fully these are things that we can all continue to think about throughout this week. I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next part of our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, We recognize through your story that you are a God who is--and who always has been--in control of history. You are also in control of our lives, with all the happiness and heartbreak that we experience. Please remind us that we can always lay our worries, our fears, and our problems before you, and that all of our joy and success belongs to you, as well. Thank you for fighting for us and giving us hope. Amen.
