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TEACHER PREPARATION

TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your groups responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As this is the introduction to the series, it will be different from the lessons in following weeks. Treat this introductory study as the preparation for a wonder​ful adventure--which it will be! Encourage your students to be open to learning and experiencing new things.

During the introduction, students will be asked to share about an event in their lives that was difficult, but later served a better purpose...maybe it protected them from more pain, or it taught them something they wouldn’t have learned otherwise. It may be helpful to give your own personal example to help students under​stand what they should be sharing about.

The purpose of this study is to help students understand life involves an Upper Story and a Lower Story.  We can learn how our story fits in God’s story. Gently encourage them that discussion outside of these parameters is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will gain further insight.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group) 

10 minutes
Introduction and prayer
Bible Jeopardy Video 

PART TWO: UPPER AND LOWER STORY (large group) 
10 minutes
Upper and Lower Story 

PART THREE: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



15 minutes
Personal Upper and Lower Story Experiences
PART FOUR: SEARCH THE STORY (large group) 


20 minutes
Discussion 

Closing prayer 

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome! I am so excited to be together and to begin our discovery in God’s Story. Let’s take a moment and pray before we begin: 
(Opening Prayer)

I hope that this adventure through God’s story is going to teach us a lot and allow us to have some fun while we experience it together. Before we begin, I would like you to think about your personal experiences with the Bible.  I am going to play a video clip and I would like to see if any of you might possibly relate.
(Cue: Play Jeopardy video from curriculum DVD.)

When it comes to reading the Bible, have any of you ever felt like one of those contestants on the game show?  Maybe it isn’t quite that bad but maybe you have found yourself avoiding reading the Bible for one reason or another.  Maybe you try to read the Bible but find it confusing, frustrating or even boring.  Maybe you do read the Bible regularly but are still seeking to understand God’s plans more fully.  No matter where you are in you personal Bible reading, I believe you will find great benefit and joy from participating in The Story Experience.
PART TWO: UPPER AND LOWER STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Let me share a little bit more about how we can be thinking about these stories as we move through them.

(Prepare a plate of home-made cookie for the group.  Let students have some cookies and while they are enjoying them share the following.)
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Have you ever thought about cookies and cookie batter? While it may seem to be simply batter cooking in the oven, something much greater is happening – there are chemical reactions happening within the mixed dough, there is a physical reaction happening as the dough is heated which causes another chemical reaction so that the molecules get larger and more firm. There is also another chemical reaction that occurs so that individual ingredients, which might by themselves be bitter or sour or just blah, come together in the mix to become something tasty and sweet.
Much like these cookies, in every Bible story that we go through together, there will actually be TWO story lines going on: we’ll call them an Upper Story and a Lower Story. The Upper Story tells the big picture, the grand narrative of God seeking relationship with human beings as it unfolds throughout history. Every story in the Bible is a part of one, bigger story...the Upper Story. 

The Lower Story are the smaller stories we will look at each week that tell the details of particular people and the events that happen in their lives. What will be eye opening is when we are learning about a (lower) story and we begin to see how it is connected to all the other stories. 

When we look at each story with the Upper Story and Lower Story in mind, it helps us: 

1) see that God and God’s plans for the world are the central character in the story. 

2) put our own lives into the “bigger picture”, and see how God’s story continues with us. 

For example, your Lower Story might involve going to school, feeding your pets, working at your job, or cleaning your house. The Upper Story might involve God’s gifting that allows you to excel in certain areas at school, his plan for you at your current job, the talent you have that “just comes natural,” etc.
Here’s another way of looking at it.  Sometimes events like a break-up or failure at school leave us feeling like there is no hope. But when we see that God has a long-range plan and better story for our lives, we begin to see life with a bigger perspective. We might event see difficult circumstances as an opportunity for God to show us some​thing better.

PART THREE: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
DISCUSS: 
Describe a time when you could recognize God’s Upper Story at work in your personal Lower Story. Think of an event in your life that was difficult for you, but later you realized it had served a better purpose...maybe it protected from more pain, or it taught you something you wouldn’t have learned otherwise. 

(Teacher, it may be necessary to give your own personal example to help students understand what they should be sharing about.) 
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Do you think some people feel that there is NO Upper Story at work either in their lives or in the world around them? If so why do you think they feel this way?
PART FOUR: SEARCH THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Icebreaker Question:  Who in your life has been the most influential in your spiritual journey?  Why?

(Select the questions that best fit the needs of your group.)

1. Has your experience with studying and learning the Bible been fulfilling or frustrating?  Why?

2. Do you have a favorite Bible story or Bible character?  What is it about the story or character that most fascinates or resonates with you?

3. The Bible has been attacked by skeptics for centuries.  A July 9, 2008, headline reads, “Dead Sea tablet casts doubt on death and resurrection of Jesus.”  The DaVinci Code was on the national bestseller list for weeks.  Other religious groups declare that the Bible is full of inconsistencies and is therefore untrustworthy.  How have similar experiences impacted your personal trust in the Bible?

4. List a benefit (or two) that you expect to personally experience from going through The Story this year.  How do you think our church as a whole will benefit?

Closing Prayer
