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TEACHER PREPARATION
TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your groups responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the param​eters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

In Chapter 15, the story moves quickly and there are some important themes that you will want to make sure you touch on with your students. One of the cen​tral translatable events of this story is Elijah’s hearing the “whisper” of God. Make sure you give enough time and attention to the questions that focus on challenging students to think about how they hear from God.

If time allows, you may especially want to try the Creative Option for this lesson with your students, as it further allows them to “enter” the story by giving them time and space--a mini-retreat--to inten​tionally listen to what God might have to say to them individually.

“God’s Messengers” can be found in: 1 Kings 17-19; Kings 2; 4; 6; Hosea 4-5; 8-9; 14; Amos 1; 3-5; 9

ASK QUESTIONS USING “WHY” AND “HOW”

Keeping the discussion open-ended is key to keeping your students talking!
When you ask a question, remember to frame it using the words “why” or “how.” In doing this, students will tend to give more elaborate answers than if you ask a yes-or-no question. Questions that begin with words like “who,” “where,” or “when” can be good for recapping events from the story, but they often, by nature, lead to short answers. 
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Also, when applicable, try framing ques​tions using “Why do you think...” and “How do you think...” Students will be more willing to give answers and opin​ions if they are assured that there could be more than one possible response--and that their perspective matters more than the “correct” answer. (Note that some questions are more specific to events in the story and require a more concrete answer.)
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 5 minutes
Introduction and prayer
Chapter 15: God’s Messengers Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Icebreaker Questions
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group) 


25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in
Discussion

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

35 minutes
Key Points To Remember
Last Minute Questions

Closing prayer
TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEARD THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome, everyone! I’m glad that you’re all here for our time together this week. Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here throughout this journey through The Story, I hope that we all get something out of our time together. We have a lot more to get to today, but let’s take a second to pray before we begin: 
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God, Thank you for bringing us back to a time and a space where we can focus on you. You know that there are so many other things on our minds, and I pray that you would help us to set those things aside for the next few hours. We ask that you would show us new things about ourselves and about you, and that we would hear the things that you have to say to us through your Story. Amen.
I have another video that will give us a quick look at where our new story will take us this week. After the video we will take a moment to respond using these handouts. 

Now, let’s watch this week’s video, God’s Messengers. There’s a lot of drama coming our way, so pay close attention so you don’t miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play God’s Messengers Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Icebreaker Question Collection

1. Have you ever been in a situation when you were intimidated and didn’t know what to say about God and someone else stepped up and took on the opposition? How did you feel?

2. What are some ways that you find encouragement when you’re depressed?

PART THEE: SEARCH THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  
Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION
[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.] 
1. What do you think we can learn about faith from Eli​jah’s relationship with God?

2. What kinds of false gods are in our society today? How do they entice us to “worship” them?
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3. Elijah was the only prophet of God left in Israel. All the others had been killed by Ahab and Jezebel. Why do you think he had to perform such a big miracle to get people’s attention? Did it work?

4. Why was it important for Elijah to pour water over the altar, the wood, and the meat?

5. Elijah was down after the battle on Mt. Carmel. How did God show him mercy and love? Did God lose patience with Elijah? Do you ever feel as if He doesn’t understand your emotions?

6. Elijah experienced a great miracle, defeating the prophets of Baal, but then began to fear for his life.  Why do you think this miracle was not enough for him?    

7. Was it greed that made Elisha want a double portion of power? Why or why not? Would God have given power to a manipulative man?

8. Elijah had the prophets of Baal killed after they failed to have their “gods” bring down fire. But when the king of Israel wanted to kill the formerly blind Aramean soldiers, Elisha showed mercy. Why?

CREATIVE OPTION:

Give each student an index card and a pen OR marker. Tell the stu​dents that they are going to spend some time listening to God. Give the students 10-15 minutes to go off on their own. Encourage them to get away from their friends, to find a corner of the room or go for a walk outside, if appropriate. Once they have found a place, invite them to say a simple prayer, asking God to speak to them. 

During their time of silence, have each student write down a word or a phrase that comes into their minds. Reassure them that it could be some​thing simple about who God is or about their relationship with him--or it could be specific to something they’re dealing with in their lives. 

When the time is up, invite any stu​dents who would be willing to share what their time in silence revealed to them. Remind students that God speaks to all of us differently, and that it’s okay if they didn’t experience anything profound during their time

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth:   God speaks through His people.

Just when you thought it couldn’t get any worse, it does.  Israel sunk deeper and deeper into the cesspool of idolatry under the royal wickedness of Ahab and Jezebel.  They led 
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the people further into idolatry and disregarded the God who had made them a nation. The people of promise had broken their promises.  But YHWH is a jealous God who would not sit idly on His heavenly throne and allow worthless non-gods and their followers to go unchecked.  So He called prophets who would speak on His behalf and demonstrate that there is no God but Himself.  Sounding the alarm, these prophets warned faithless Israel that her unbelief would march her right into captivity.  

Elijah warned Ahab that Israel would experience a 3-year drought because of their worship of the pagan god, Baal.  The shriveled up land seemed a fitting picture of Israel’s desiccated hearts and shrunken worship. Ahab had gone so far as to build a temple for Baal in the capital city of Samaria.  Then, atop Mount Carmel, the supposed sacred dwelling place of Baal, Elijah challenged the idolaters to the ultimate smackdown—YHWH vs. Baal.  Baal failed to show up but the LORD made a dramatic statement when He consumed the water-logged sacrifice with fire.  Elijah then put to death the 450 prophets of Baal.  Ahab' wife Jezebel, the Queen of Mean, threatened to kill him so Elijah fled into the desert.  Fatalistic, fearful and not without some Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached Mount Horeb.  God revealed Himself there to Elijah, much like He had done nearly 600 years earlier to Moses at Sinai.  He told Elijah that he had kings and prophets to anoint – one of whom was his successor, Elisha.   Once again, as with Moses and Joshua, God was passing the baton to the next generation of leaders who would speak for Him. 
While the two prophets were traveling together, Elijah parted the Jordan by striking the water with his cloak – another throwback to Moses.  As they continued on, a whirlwind took Elijah up to heaven in a chariot of fire.  The cloak fell to Elisha whose authority was confirmed when he too divided the Jordan.  Similar to Elijah before him, Elisha performed many miraculous feats for the benefit of the faithful remnant in Israel.  He promised a barren Shunammite woman a son. When the boy suddenly died years later, Elisha brought him back to life. When the Aramean king sent his troops to capture the man of God, Elisha prayed.  He asked God to open his servant’s eyes so he could see the angels who were standing guard around them, and to blind the Arameans.  The prophet then led his captives to Samaria where he asked the king of Israel to prepare a feast of friendship in lieu of execution. This unconventional act of grace established peace between Israel and Aram. 

Even with the powerful ministries of Elijah and Elisha, the deeply embedded idolaters remained powerful, numerous and unrepentant in Israel.  God sent Amos, a herdsman from the southern kingdom of Judah, to warn the northern kingdom of Israel that her prosperity, injustice and sinful ways would soon be judged.  He promised them that if Israel did not repent, they would be taken captive. God also sent Hosea to Israel as a living object lesson of His faithfulness and Israel’s unfaithfulness.  Israel refused to hear the pleas of God to return to Him.  
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God’s holiness demands judgment against rebellious men, but His redemptive love always provides a way of escape.  Whether it’s a mountaintop showdown, a boy raised from the dead, a vision of guardian angels, or a prophet commanded to marry a woman who would become unfaithful, God is always telling His Upper Story of redemption and compassion through His messengers.
(Take and last minute questions that the group might have,)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you so much for your creativity and your wonderful insight in responding to these questions. You all teach me so much every week. Keep it up! I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next part of our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, We thank you, once again, for showing how faithful you are to your people. We thank you that you are a God who comes to us in the quiet, peaceful places. We ask that you would con​tinue to help us find time to listen for your voice, and please continue to make our hearts more faithful, like yours. Amen.
