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TEACHER PREPARATION
TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

As Jesus’ ministry continues in Chapter 24, we find out more about who he is and the kinds of things he stands for. If time allows, engage your students in the Creative Option or find other ways of reading more of Jesus‘ teachings together. (Recommended: Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” can be found in Matthew 5-7.)

Many of the miracles described in this part of the story center on the themes of “trust” and “faith.” There should be plenty of opportunity for practical ways for your students to respond--namely ways that they can learn to trust God more and take risks for him in their day-to-day lives.

BRUSH UP ON THE BACKGROUND!

A little research can go a long way in helping your students unpack the story.
When discussing scripture, it is almost always essential to have some grasp of the cultural and historical implica​tions of the text. Especially as you lead your students and seek to answer any questions that might arise during your time together, it can be benefi​cial to have a basic knowledge of the symbols and cultural themes that are present in the story for a given week.
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As you prepare prior to leading your students, take a few extra moments to read the full passages indicated in the Teacher’s Guide. This will give you a working understanding of where the selected narrative line fits into the complete story of scripture.
You may also find commentary very easily by picking up a Bible diction​ary or commentary guide at your local bookstore. Another option is to sim​ply type a given passage or biblical theme into your favorite online search engine. Of course, you should always confirm multiple sources on a topic instead of believing everything on the first blog that you come to. It won’t take long to find a wealth of informa​tion surrounding just about any name, symbol, or theme in scripture.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 5 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

No Ordinary Man Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
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Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Hello, everyone! Welcome back for another great time together. I hope that, as we continue our sto​rytelling, we will all get a lot out of this time. As usual, we have another great story to get to today, so let’s pray before we begin: 

God, As we come together today, we pause in our lives of busyness and stress and thank you for being so good to us. You never fail to show us grace, to pick us up when we fall, and to forgive us time and time again. We ask that you would again allow us to feel your presence with us as we gather together today. Speak to us through this story, through the words and actions of your son, Jesus. Empower us to care about the things that you care about, and remind us that you love us more than we will ever know. Amen.

Now, let’s watch this week’s video, No Ordinary Man. Again, there might be some things in this story that are familiar to you, but there might be some new things, s well. So pay close attention so that you don’t miss anything! Ready? 

[CUE: Play the No Ordinary Man Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)

Icebreaker Question Collection 

1. Tell of a time when you experienced forgiveness. Did you deserve it?
2. Do you sit on the fence of certain issues?  Abortion, premarital sex, underage drinking?  What does Christ’s lifestyle say about radical living vs. fence-post sitting? 
3. If you could go back in time and experience any one of Jesus’ miracles firsthand, which would you choose and why?  [This chapter includes calming storm, feeding the 5,000, walking on water, raising Jairus’ daughter, healing the women bleeding for 12 years.]

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)

Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships 
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with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. What do Jesus’ miracles in this chapter teach you about having faith?

2. Think back to Jesus’ Parable of the Good Samaritan.  Is there anyone whom Jesus would not help? What about people who don’t want help?

3. Who are the people you would be reluctant to help?
4. Who do you and your friends make fun of at school? Is that person your neighbor?

5. What is the most significant line in the Lord’s Prayer to you? Why? 

6. If you were Peter, would you have gotten out of the boat to try to walk on the water? Why or why not?
7. Why did Peter sink?

8. What makes you falter in your walk with Jesus? What “waves” distract you from serving Jesus with unwavering trust?

9. Do you believe that you can be so far from God that he won’t take you back in?

CREATIVE OPTION:

Divide participants into groups of 2-3. Give each group a piece of poster paper, a copy of Matthew 5:1-16, and colored pencils/markers.

Explain to the students that, as well as using parables, Jesus used a variety of imagery and memorable sayings in his teaching. Tell them that they are going to have a chance to interact with some of Jesus’ most famous teachings further by play​ing a drawing game of sorts. Using their copy of Matthew 5:1-16, each group is to select one of the verbal images or phrases that Jesus uses to describe life in the Kingdom of God. 

Once each group has selected their words or image, their task is to draw a picture, scene, or diagram that illustrates their particular sec​tion of teaching. Tell them that they will have about 10 minutes to be as elaborate as possible, but that they CANNOT write any words on their picture.
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Then, once the groups have had about 8-10 minutes to complete their illustration, invite each group to show theirs to the rest of the students. While the other groups guess, group members may give “yes” or “no” answers until the correct statement is guessed. Once all groups have gone, commend all the participants for a job well done, and encourage them to read further into this passage of text in the coming week. 

OPTIONAL: Instead of having groups choose their own phrase from the text, you may preselect pertinent pieces of the teaching, write them onto index cards OR cut them into strips, and have each group ran​domly select the one from which they will create their illustration.
PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)

Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth:  Neutrality is not an option – Jesus demands a response.

One thing about this Jesus:  He never invited neutrality.  His followers called Him the Christ.  His contenders called Him a blasphemer.  Some were drawn to Him, while others felt nothing but contempt.  His teachings were revolutionary and His miracles undeniable.  He claimed nothing less than equality with God and proclaimed Himself as the long expected Messiah.  Jesus never left sitting on the proverbial fence as an option. 

He attracted criticism in spades, but He also drew crowds.  He often taught the people in parables, pithy stories that drew spiritual lessons from everyday life to reveal the “secrets” of God’s kingdom. With simple illustrations, Jesus taught that in Him, God’s kingdom had come, while exposing the religious leaders’ misguided view of religion.  Jesus’ trilogy on lost-ness told of a lost sheep, a lost coin and a lost son and demonstrated the value God places on a repentant heart.  In the story of the lost son, Jesus exposed the hard-heartedness of the Pharisees as the older brother’s indignity, angered by his father’s compassion.  Like this father, Jesus’ concern for sinners created an ever-widening rift with the Pharisees.  His popularity increased and so did His opposition.  Yet Jesus’ teaching ministry to the masses continued, and in the Sermon on the Mount, He taught them how to live by faith in close relationship with God.   

Jesus was a great teacher, but even His closest disciples struggled to grasp His true identity and purpose.  He authenticated His words with miracles that made His authority irrefutable.  The disciples were awestruck when Jesus calmed a raging storm at sea.  The people were confounded when he expelled demons from a possessed man into a herd of pigs, who promptly drowned themselves.  Who was this man?  He certainly wasn’t looking or sounding like a Messiah should.  The desperate came to Him for healing, and weren’t found wanting.  Jesus healed a woman with a bleeding disorder, while pausing to restore her dignity and commend her faith.  Meanwhile, the daughter of a synagogue leader named Jairus died.  Jesus established His authority over death by 
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raising her back to life.  He healed two blind men, and the Pharisees exposed their own desperate lack of vision by crediting such miracles to the prince of demons.   

News about Jesus spread through villages and cities, homes and institutions.  Even King Herod grew interested.  He was haunted by the fear that John the Baptist might have returned from the dead, for he had ordered John’s execution. Wherever He went, people gathered around Jesus.  After one especially long day, Jesus fed more than 5,000 with five loaves of bread and a couple of fish.  The miracle was meant for more than filling empty stomachs.  He had come to fill empty lives; the real point was that He is the “bread” of eternal life.  As a result of his teachings, the people were divided.  Many turned away, but those who truly believed remained.  In one of His finest moments, Peter announced, “You have the words of eternal life…you are the Holy One of God.”  

Many came to Jesus with Lower Story needs, but Jesus’ mission was greater than any had imagined. He’d come to offer an Upper Story life, to fulfill the promises that began centuries ago with Abraham and David.  He’d come to offer a life of faith – faith in unseen realities, faith in who He is, and what He could do for them.  The offer still stands.
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you, everyone! I learn so much from these responses every week--thank you for your effort and honesty in responding. Keep it up! I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next part of our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, As we engage more and more with the story of Jesus, we grow in amazement at your plan to reveal yourself to the world in power, grace, and love. Remind us as we live out our own sto​ries this week that, as we grow and learn to have faith in you, that it was you who first had faith in us. Thank you for never, ever giving up on your love for us and for this world. Amen.
