Curriculum Notes 

The Story Teen Curriculum: Adapted for Faith Lutheran Church - Bridgeport, MI

We first came across The Story in a search for new curriculum to teach an overview of the Bible for our confirmation program (youth grades 6-8.)  As we reviewed the teen curriculum supplied from Zondervan we liked the approach and philosophy of the material.  The “Teacher Insight” section with notes on preparation, leading the class, and the teaching tips we thought would prove very useful.    However, we wanted to place a major emphasis on parental involvement and the current format did not fit our need.  We also noticed that the discussion questions in the Zondervan material were the same questions from the back of the book.  Part of our emphasis on parental involvement encouraged the families to read the chapters together and then discuss those questions before each class.  This meant we needed a new set of discussion questions for our curriculum.  
I set about searching out new questions and making the adaptations to the curriculum to fit our desired format.  Thankfully The Story resource library proved to be a wealth of information.  Borrowing bits and pieces from the “Teen Tool Chest”, “Parent Pages”, and some of the adult curriculum, I “cut and pasted” together the curriculum that would fit our confirmation need.  This same curriculum would also come into use for our High School Youth Sunday morning study.
As you will see in the “Lesson Outline”, we started each lesson in a large group reviewing the chapter through the teen video (which, by the way, everyone loved including the adults) and followed by some icebreaker questions.  We then split into small groups for sharing and discussion.  We had several small groups of kids led by adult volunteer “group guides”.  The parents would also meet with the instructor to share how their weekly family reading and discussions were going and have their own discussion on the chapter.  Everyone would then come back together for a final highlight of the key points from the chapter as well as “Upper and Lower Story” insights. (You will also notice that we combined chapters 18 & 19 and, because it was so long, we split chapter 29 to create two lessons.)
One final piece for parental involvement came through an adjustment to the parent pages.  Here we encouraged the families to have one final discussion of the chapter in preparation for the kids to journal some thoughts.  The idea behind the journal is if the kids can begin to verbalize what they understand and believe about God’s word, it will make it that much easier to share when/if someone asks them about their faith.
I hope this adapted curriculum might prove useful to another church or group.  May God bless your journey and experience through The Story.
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