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TEACHER PREPARATION

TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to expe​rience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. 

Take at least an hour to go through the exer​cises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion ques​tions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your groups responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

In this story, there may be a few things that could be distracting for you and your stu​dents. First, the story of Rahab the prosti​tute might require you to encourage your students toward a mature approach to the discussion, especially since there could be some great insights to come from that part of the story. Also, use discretion when selecting someone to read the part of Rahab in the Readers Theater. 

Second, the topic of violence is prominent in this story, and it could spur some debate among your students. Do your best to moderate the discussion, and let students share their opinions before trying to provide a definitive answer. (For example, when a student asks a question, allow the group to respond. Say something like: “Jason has asked a great question. What do you all think?”)

BRIDGE THE DISCUSSION!

You can use variations of the following encouragement phrases to help stimulate or encourage ongoing discussion:
• Can you elaborate on that….

• Tell me more….

• Someone take this in another direction…

THE STORY FOR TEENS, CHAPTER 7: THE BATTLE BEGINS      PAGE 2
• What do you mean by….

• Does anyone have a different take on that….

• Can anyone give an example….

• Can you dig a little deeper….

• How did you come to this conclusion….

• Can you think of a situation where this would not be true….

• Does everyone know what he/she (the speaker) is talking about….

• Is there another way to see things…

• I’m not sure what you mean, are you saying….

• Can anyone say this in another way…

• How do you (the group) define ….

• When is this not true…. Or is this true in all cases….

• Have the rest of you thought about this in the same way….

• Who has had the same experience or situation…

• Say more about that…

• Go into more detail…

Source: © 2008 Workshopexercises.com
LESSON OUTLINE 
Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group) 

5 minutes
Introduction and prayer
Story Rewind Part 2

The Battle Begins Video
PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group)



 10 minutes
Icebreaker Questions
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (large or small group) 
25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in
Discussion
PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember
Last Minute Questions
Closing prayer 
THE STORY FOR TEENS, CHAPTER 7: THE BATTLE BEGINS      PAGE 3
TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome! I’m excited for another great week of discovery through God’s Story, and I hope you are, too. Let’s pray together before we begin: 

God, We thank you for such a captivating story that has so much power to teach us more about you and about ourselves. We ask that over the next couple hours, you would allow us to set aside anything that is distracting us or keeping us from hearing and experiencing the story in a new way. Amaze us, move us, and show us new things about our world that we never thought possible. Amen.
This week we are in the seventh “chapter” of our story, and I hope that you are as excited as I am to find out what comes next. But before we do, let’s take a look back at what has happened in The Story so far. As usual, it will go by fast, so watch and listen carefully.

[CUE: Play Story Rewind 2 video from the curriculum DVD (2 minutes) ] 
Now, let’s watch this week’s video, The Battle Begins. As the title suggests, it is packed with action, so you have to pay careful attention so you don’t miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play The Battle Begins video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Icebreaker Question Collection
1. Do any of you live in the shadow of an older sibling? What is it like?

2. If you are an older sibling, what kind of shadow are you casting on your brothers and sisters?

3. Tell about a hero, either a real or fictional hero, whose mentor died and he/she had to carry on alone. (Frodo, Spiderman, Luke Skywalker, I can’t think of any women?) What issues did that person face? 
4. How might this be similar to the situation with Joshua and Moses?
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PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (LARGE OR SMALL GROUP)
Pows And Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but 
firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]
1. Moses was dead, but Joshua had to continue as a leader and be “strong and courageous.” Was he strong and courageous because he had a large army? What was the basis for his confidence? 

2. Why do you think God conquered the city of Jericho in such an unusual fashion? Why did God want all the spoils given to Him?

3. Why do you think God spared Rahab? Do you think He would have saved others if they had believed?

4. Do you really believe God will forgive you even if you’ve lived a “bad” life? 

5. Did you know that Rahab was the mother of Boaz (we’ll learn about him in week 9) and in Jesus’ family line? Knowing that God accepted Rahab and even honored her in the Hebrews hall of fame (chapter 11), do you think God is more concerned with the purity of our bodies or with the purity in our hearts? 

6. Why do you think God ordered the Israelites to go to war against others? Is this violence justified? What insight is gained from Genensis 15: 16 and Deuteronomy 18: 9-13?  
7. Hearing God command the Israelites to kill everyone and everything may be difficult and tempt us to think, “Well, if I were God, I wouldn’t have killed all those people, I would have done something more kind.” What would you do differently than He does? Is it alright to question God’s motives? Why or why not?
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8. There’s a slogan that says “God is just and loving, not just loving.” Knowing that God is good and loving, and also just and righteous, what should our attitude be when hearing about His judgments?
9. What would you say is Joshua’s legacy? How was his role important to God’s plan, as we have seen it so far in the story?

CREATIVE OPTION:

Divide students into groups of 2-3. Give each group a large piece of paper and markers OR colored pencils. Say something like “In today’s story, we see God’s people come up against some pretty intimidating circumstances. We’re going to take the next 10 minutes and use our imaginations to draw a picture of the most intimidating situation that we could 
realistically face in our world today. Whether it’s enduring an impossible science test or standing up to the biggest bully in school, we want to see what your imaginations can come up with.”

After the students have had 10 min​utes to draw their scenario, ask each group to share. Then, as time allows, ask each group to think creatively about how God might want them to face that intimidating situation.

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth:  Faith is the victory.

Israel had spent the last 40 years on a road to nowhere. A lot can change in 40 years. All of the people who were once slaves in Egypt had died, except for two, Joshua and Caleb. Moses had died too. Joshua had been his right-hand man, and he was Israel’s new leader. The wilderness of disobedience and defeat was behind them now, and a new generation camped at Canaan’s edge. 

A lot had changed during the wilderness years, but God had not. The promise He’d made to Abraham over 600 years before was about to turn into reality. The LORD spoke to Joshua saying, “Be strong and courageous, for I am with you.  Be careful to obey my law.” Joshua listened well. He had spied out the land as a young man and trusted God to give it to them as He’d promised.  Now he sent two spies into Jericho, the first city, to appraise the land.  They were hidden in the house of Rahab, a prostitute who protected them from the king of Jericho.  She boldly confessed her faith in the LORD as the one true God who had given the land to Israel.  The spies responded to her faith by agreeing to save her whole family when they attacked Jericho.
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This new generation of Israelites had heard the stories about crossing the Red Sea on dry land; now, their first steps into the Promised Land were taken across another patch of dry land when God parted the Jordan River – another highway leading into God’s promise. 

When they reached Jericho, the military strategy was unorthodox.  The priests marched the Ark of the Covenant around Jericho’s walls each day for six days.  On the seventh day, they marched around the city seven times. Their parade concluded with the sound of trumpets and shouts as they completed a seventh circle around the city.  Amazingly, the walls of Jericho collapsed!  Jericho was destroyed and Rahab and her family were saved. 

The land of Canaan was a place of conquest and victory for Israel. When Israel obeyed, God faithfully delivered her enemies into her hands.  When they failed to trust Him, they 
missed out on the fulfillment of those promises. Even the temporary defeat at Ai caused by disobedience was later turned to victory when the people followed God’s command.  In the annihilation of entire cities we see God’s holy intolerance of sin. In the account of Gibeon we see God’s mercy extended to a people who were willing to follow the true God. After taking the entire region by force, Joshua divided up the land by tribe as Israel’s inheritance.

The chapter closes with Joshua’s final words as he recounts the stories of God’s faithfulness and deliverance. God will keep His promises. He will also let us choose whether or not we will participate in the blessings of His promises. These stories of God’s people are our stories too, and like Joshua and like Israel we must, “Choose this day whom you will serve.” Joshua stated he and his “household [would] serve the LORD.”  Which will you choose?

(Take any last minute questions that the group might have.)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you for wrestling with these questions, even though they can be really tough at times. We’ve seen that these stories can begin to connect with us in powerful ways, and I am seeing great things come from our time together. I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look for​ward to the next chapter of the story!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, we thank you for a history and a story that is full of adventure, mystery, and even confusion, at times, because it points us to our own stories. We pray that you would show us real, practi​cal ways that we can continue to grow in trusting you every day, and that you would continue to open our eyes to see the ways that you step in to fight for us, even when things seem hopeless. Thank you for being strong, even when we are weak. Amen.
