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TEACHER PREPARATION
TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parame​ters of the story is for another time. Encourage stu​dents that if they engage the story like a movie or a novel, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

This chapter moves quickly through a few of the many significant events involving the early church in the book of Acts. Tying these events together are common themes, such as the work of the Holy Spirit, the characteristics of the early church, the emergence of martyrdom and persecution of the church. It also touches on Saul’s radical life change. All of these events should yield great discussion and responses from your students. 

ASK REPEATING QUESTIONS

Don’t be afraid to address recurring themes from week to week.
As you move through these stories, you may have noticed that similar themes emerge--themes like “learning to trust God in hard times,” for example. You may also notice that some of the questions provided in the teacher script may seem very similar through some of these les​sons, if not exactly the same. As you facili​tate your group’s discussion, welcome these repeating questions. 

For example, a question like: “What practical steps can you take to trust God more?” can be a great takeaway ques​tion for a variety of different stories. In the same way, a question like “How would you describe God’s character, based on this story?” is a great way to gauge how students are connecting each story to their view of God. As students journey through the stories, questions like these have the potential to take on new mean​ing with each new story--especially if the students are continuing to wrestle with them in their everyday lives. 
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Whether or not questions like these are provided in the script, find and reuse the questions that you feel your students can resonate with and respond to best.
Don’t miss the opportunity to encourage students to connect the story to not only their own, but also to that of their corporate faith community (small group, youth group, church) and the larger pic​ture of the worldwide Church today.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 7 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

The Story Rewind pt 9 Video

The New Beginnings Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



8 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Hello, everyone! Welcome back for what I hope is going to be another great time together. Before we begin today’s story, let’s take a moment to pray together: 
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God, What an amazing time you have given us to come together and unpack this story! We are so excited and grateful that you sent a hero in Jesus to come to our rescue and give us hope through his death and resurrection. As we investigate what’s next in the 
story, we ask that you would continue to show us our place in your plan as it continues to unfold. Move in our hearts and motivate us to be the people that you want us to be. Amen.
Before we get to today’s story, let’s take a look back at where we have been up until this point in the story. Hopefully this will be a great reminder of where our story has taken us this far. We’re getting pretty far along, so this recap will move pretty quickly. Be sure to watch and listen carefully!

[CUE: Play the Story Rewind 9 video from the curriculum DVD (2 minutes) ]

Now, let’s watch this week’s video, New Beginnings. This part of the story gets pretty intense, so you will want to pay close attention. Ready? 

[CUE: Play the New Beginnings Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]
PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)

Icebreaker Question Collection

1. What kind of gifts can you receive from your parents and friends that don’t cost any money? 
2. What is the best “free” gift you’ve ever been given by a person?

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)
Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]
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1. The Holy Spirit moved powerfully in the Disciples, speaking through them with different languages? Is the Holy Spirit still at work in the world/church today? How have you experienced it or seen it at work?

2. Peter addressed the crowd at Pentecost and said, “People of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by to you by miracles, wonders, and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. . . . it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.” Why is it important to remember that Jesus did signs and wonders, and tell people about Jesus’ miracles and resurrection?

3. When you think of someone or a group as being blessed by God, what would you expect the signs to be?

4. What was the new church doing to build relationships and to make disciples in Jerusalem (bottom p. 392) Do we still see this behavior in the church today?

5. When someone says, “I had a Damascus experience,” what does that person mean?

6. After Paul’s conversion, he found it difficult to be accepted in the church. Do you think the church leaders’ fears of Paul were justified? Was it a step of faith to accept Paul as a believer?

7. Tell me what a “gentile” is? Why was it such a big deal for Peter to preach to “unclean” people?

8. Most people in the church today are gentiles.  Does the church today see any people as “unclean” (as some Jews viewed Gentiles) and if so who are they?
CREATIVE OPTION:

Divide students in groups of 3-4. Tell them that they are going to pretend that they have been given the responsibility to start their OWN church or ministry--wherever and however they want!

Give each group a poster board OR large piece of paper and mark​ers. Tell them that they are going to create a poster for their new church, telling the surrounding community what their church is like. Before they begin to create their poster, tell the students to spend a few minutes planning their church and its mission. Your students might want to think about these things:

• What will it be known for? 

• Where will the church meet? 

• Will it have a specific mission? 
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• Will it serve a specific community or people group that it serves? 

• What will the church be called? (Encourage students to think of a church name that has significance to their mission.)

Once they have talked about the church they will start, encourage the students to be free with how they use their poster. They can draw pic​tures, write things, include scripture on it--whatever they think would best communicate what their “new” com​munity of Jesus followers is like. After about 15 minutes, invite groups to share their churches with the rest of the group.

NOTE: As an alternative, you can have groups create posters for the first church, as it’s described in the story. What might a modern-day poster for that community of people look like? What would it say? How would it be different from modern churches today?

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth: He is risen – spread the news!

What could turn a group of gutless deserters into courageous, outspoken evangelists willing to be imprisoned and even die for their cause? They had witnessed the resurrected Christ. He had proved Himself alive for forty days to various people in variety of circumstances and places.  Just before His ascension, Jesus told the disciples to wait for the promised power of the Holy Spirit so that they could be witnesses to His resurrection in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Ten days later on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit stormed in like tongues of fire. He empowered each disciple to declare the gospel. Peter became the first mega-church preacher and that day three thousand new believers were baptized.  This new community of believers embraced teaching and fellowship, and enjoyed the favor of nearly all the people.  All but the powerful Jewish rulers, that is. 

The new church continued to grow rapidly. The apostles were even able to perform miracles similar to those Jesus had done! As the apostles spread the word of the resurrection in Jerusalem, they incited outrage and opposition from the Jewish rulers. Peter refused to be silenced and continued to speak in spite of orders to stop.  Even a severe flogging could not curb his zealous proclamation that Jesus was the Messiah.  Stephen’s scathing sermon before the Sanhedrin showed how the Jews had repeatedly rejected God’s prophets and resisted God’s Spirit.  The Sanhedrin dragged him outside of Jerusalem to stone him.  He saw a vision of Jesus standing at the right hand of God and entrusted himself to the Lord.  

Sparked by the martyring of Stephen, persecution drove Christians like Philip out of Jerusalem and into outlying areas like Samaria.  While the opposition grew, so did the spread of the gospel message. A Pharisee named Saul made it his personal mission to defeat this movement once and for all, but his blinding, come-to-Jesus-moment on the 
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road to Damascus really “opened his eyes.”  Meanwhile, God prepared Ananias to deliver God’s marching orders to Saul--He had a mission to be God’s witness to the Gentiles. As Ananias laid his hands upon him, Saul’s sight was restored and he was filled with the Holy Spirit. Within a few short days, this persecutor of Christ became a 
preacher of Christ. Needless to say, his turnaround was met with suspicion and doubt, but trusted Barnabas vouched for him to the apostles in Jerusalem. Saul soon found himself on the receiving end of death threats so he too was sent away from Jerusalem. 
The church spread throughout Judea and Samaria as God used even persecution to achieve His Upper Story purpose of spreading the news that Jesus is the risen Messiah.  

God’s next move was so radical that He had to prepare both Peter and Cornelius for this new revelation. While an angel told Roman centurion Cornelius to send for Peter, Peter was given a vision of unclean animals on a sheet. A heavenly voice instructed him to eat this meat that was definitely not kosher. What Peter called impure, God now called clean. As Peter was trying to interpret the meaning of this vision, Cornelius’ servants arrived and summoned him to their master’s home.  When he explained the gospel to a full house, the Holy Spirit was poured out on these Gentiles too! The Holy Spirit was now available to all who believed!  Peter now knew his vision was not about food, but about God’s plan to declare all people “kosher” who would believe in Christ. Peter’s ministry continued in Jerusalem where Herod Agrippa’s persecution grew deadly. Peter was imprisoned but even prison bars could not stop God’s plan. As his friends earnestly prayed for him, an angel miraculously freed him.  Kings, rulers and prison guards all found themselves fighting against God and helpless to stop His plan. While the Lower Story of persecution drove believers away from Jerusalem, the Upper Story of resurrection drove many to God.  He alone can redeem even the worst of circumstances. After all, He alone is the God who raised the dead!
(Take any last minute questions.)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you for these very mature and thoughtful responses. I am so impressed with how you are connecting this story to your own. I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to finding out what happens in our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, We are so excited and honored to be a part of a community of faith that has been gather​ing for thousands of years, and that has experienced such amazing things as a result of your Holy Spirit. Thank you for giving this same spirit to each and every one of us, to be with us through even the toughest times. May we continue to grow as a community of your followers and figure out what it means to be a blessing to all people in your name. Amen.
