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TEACHER PREPARATION
TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

In Chapter 25, the followers of Jesus are confronted with the big questions about his true identity and purpose as he enters the last week of his life on earth. As in past chapters, this story consists of several prominent events that may be familiar to some of your students.  Each of the events has the potential for great discussion, and they all provide easy opportunities to talk about your students’ beliefs about who Jesus is and what he means to them. Use this time to gauge where your stu​dents are spiritually. Don’t be afraid to ask tough ques​tions, and--as always--encourage your students to be honest in their answers!

PAY ATTENTION TO POSTURE

Mixing it up can improve your stu​dents’ engagement.
During your group’s interaction with the story, the way students are sitting can have a significant impact on focus and participation. For a more focused discussion, for example, it may be helpful to gather your students around a table or to have them lie in a circle on their stomachs and elbows, with everyone facing inward. 

For a more creative, imaginative, and/or reflective exercise, it may be bet​ter to encourage students to spread out, to get comfortable, and maybe to even get up and walk around. Allowing freedom to move and think can be very important in allowing your students to be creative in their responses. 
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It is especially effective to make inten​tional shifts in posture with your group; invite them all to stand, to sit, to stretch, to kneel, etc. As you plan your lesson, the more you can think about what posture would be best accom​pany each exercise or activity, the less likely your students are to lose focus.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 7 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

The Story Rewind Pt 8

Jesus, The Son Of God Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



8 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Hello, everyone! I hope you’re ready for another exciting time together. I’m confident that there will be a lot of great things for us to experience together. Let’s take a moment to pray before we begin: 
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God, We cannot thank you enough for the freedom and the ability to meet together like this. It’s such a privilege to journey through your amazing story with these wonderful young people--my friends. We ask that you would continue to break the mold of the ways we think of you, so that we may see a fresh new picture of who you are and the life that you intend for us. May we hear your voice loud and clear today. Amen.

Before we get to today’s story, let’s take a look back at where we have been up until this point in the story. Hopefully this will be a great reminder of where our story has taken us this far. We’re getting pretty far along, so this recap will move pretty quickly. Be sure to watch and listen carefully!

[CUE: Play the Story Rewind 8 video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]
Now, let’s watch this week’s video, Jesus, the Son of God. As always, there’s a lot of story packed into these next couple of minutes. So pay close attention so that you don’t miss anything! Ready? 

[CUE: Play the Jesus, the Son of God Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)

Icebreaker Question Collection
1. What’s the weirdest or most illogical thing you believed as a child? For example, some kids believe that mountain goats’ legs are shorter on one side so that they can stand up straight on a slope. They also believe that a nickel is worth more than a dime because it’s larger. Why did the disciples have to make a shift in their thinking to understand Jesus, in what way did they have to mature?

2. What are the sayings that your parents tell you, like “If all your friends jumped off a bridge, would you?” Do you understand all of these clichés? Do you really understand what they are saying? Did the disciples really understand Jesus?

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)

Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships 
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with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION
[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. When Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter answers, “You are the Messiah.” But when Jesus tells the disciples that He will suffer, Peter pulled Jesus aside and basically said, “What are you talking about. We need vision. Not this death gloom and doom stuff. Tell them you’re going to take over Jerusalem and maybe the whole world after that!” In what way was Peter wrong about Jesus’ mission?

2. Is it okay to have misunderstandings about spiritual things? Why do you think Peter kept following Jesus? Why do you follow Jesus even though you don’t understand everything about Him?
3. What was Jesus getting at when he asked, “What can you give in exchange for your soul?”

4. What Christian things are the most awkward to talk about at school?Are you ashamed of saying out loud in public things like: “I believe Jesus was crucified, dead and buried, but rose again from the grave. I believe there is a literal heaven. I believe there is a literal hell. I believe that Jesus performed actual miracles when He was on earth. I believe Jesus has forgiven my sins because I admitted I have done wrong and asked Him to forgive me.”

5. The phrase, “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” is in countless universities and libraries and other institutions of higher learning. They are missing the point, usually. What is a condition of knowing the truth according to Jesus? Is He referring to book “truth”? 

6. Why was saying “I am” such a volatile phrase for Jesus to claim?

7. What is the most significant thing to you about the whole Lazarus story? Which character do you most relate to? Mary? The disciples? Lazarus? How has Jesus impacted your life in a way that shows a resurrected life?

8. Why is it difficult for people today to believe in Jesus? What is different about people who reject Jesus today and those who rejected him 2,000 years ago? 

9. Do you think that it really would make a difference if people see miracles first-hand? What did we learn about the Israelites and their “forgetfulness”?
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CREATIVE OPTION:

Divide participants into groups of 2-3. Give each group a large piece of paper OR poster board; markers, pens, and/or colored pencils. Tell students that they are going to have the opportunity to create a front-page news story based on one of the events from today’s story. 
You could set up the activity by saying something like this:

“In your groups, you are going to do something fun: you are going to create the front page of a newspa​per--but here’s the catch: it’s cover​ing events in Jesus’ day. Feel free to give your newspaper a name. (Maybe it’s the Nazareth Sun, or the Galilee Gazette.) Then you and your group are going to select one event from today’s story to ‘report’ on. You can make a front-page headline, a picture or two, picture captions, and--if you have time--the opening paragraph to a news story or opin​ion column about this Jesus who has everybody talking. You’ll have about 10 minutes to create your front page story. Feel free to be as creative as you’d like with this. Ready? Go!”

Once students have had about 10 minutes to create their newspaper, invite groups to show and read their front pages to the rest of the group.

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth: Jesus is I AM.

While last week’s chapter gleaned much of its material from the gospels of Mark and Matthew, this week’s chapter draws largely from John. Matthew, Mark and Luke are collectively referred to as the synoptic gospels. These gospels present Jesus as an historical figure, emphasizing His Messiah-ship, servant hood and humanity. John emphasizes Jesus’ divinity. This emphasis runs from the beginning with the Word becoming flesh (John 1:1, 4) to Thomas’ declaration of Jesus as Lord and God (20:28). The key word throughout this chapter is “believe.” The material that John and this chapter of The Story selected was driven by his purpose for writing (20:31). John is known for his seven signs that demonstrate the divinity of Christ. He also included teaching discourses that illuminate the meaning and significance of His miracles. 

John stressed Jesus’ claims of deity with His “I AM” statements (6:35; 8:12; 10:7, 9, 11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5). 

Jesus asked Peter, “Who do you say I am?” Peter understood little about what to make of this man. He made outrageous personal claims that mere humanity could not satisfy. His healing touch was undeniable, but less clear was His claim to forgive sins, to have equal standing with God and a haunting declaration of a kingdom from another world. 

Peter responded, “You are the Messiah.” Jesus used the occasion to teach His disciples about the ultimate purpose of His Messianic mission. He said He would have to suffer and die. Christ’s most intimate followers naturally objected to this idea of a Messiah 
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whose mission would end in defeat. Jesus alluded to a resurrection, but that made as much sense as a needless death! It’s easy to identify with their perplexity since there was no context for a Messiah to conquer sin, not Rome, much less a man who could restore himself to life. 

But Jesus taught His disciples that they would have to lose their lives too, in order to save them. In what was perhaps the original “mountain-top experience” he gave Peter, James and John a glimpse of his glory when He was transfigured before their eyes, and they fell face down in fear. 

“If you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.” Jesus’ bold contention of eternal consequences for those who failed to accept His word confounded His listeners. His familiarity with the unutterable name of YHWH (I AM) further infuriated pious Jews. I AM the light of the world; I AM the resurrection and the life; I AM the way, the truth and the life. A voice from heaven joined the chorus to proclaim Jesus as the Son of God and added inscrutability to their indignation. 

Then, “Before Abraham was, I AM.” This was the straw that broke the camel’s back. There would be no turning back now, and the Pharisees began to formulate their plot to kill Jesus. 

Jesus received word that His friend Lazarus was dying, but purposefully delayed His arrival. By the time He entered the village of Bethany, Lazarus had been buried for four days. Mary and Martha mourned their brother’s death and told Jesus of their disappointment that He had not come in time. Jesus approached the tomb with divine eyes heavy with tears and spoke words that reached beyond the grave: “Lazarus, come out!” Lazarus exited the tomb and vindicated Jesus’ claim as the source of life. Many believed, but others could only focus on Jesus’ preposterous allegations. 

Yet, Jesus’ course to Jerusalem was unaltered. His final steps were marked by an eternal mission. He reminded His disciples that He had come to suffer, die and rise again. He showed them that access to the kingdom of God could not be earned. Only those with childlike trust and humility would ever enter such a realm.

Jesus sent His disciples into the city to fetch a colt. He mounted it like the King He was and made a triumphant processional into Jerusalem. He was met by a crowd who laid down their coats to welcome Him and waved branches to hail Him as the long awaited King! Jesus was preparing to glorify the Father’s name, as He continued to offer eternal life to all who believed. Of course, the Pharisees were still livid. 

Jesus claimed to be the only source of eternal life. He was the climax and culmination of God’s redemptive plan. And His question still lingers across the ages: Who do you say I am?
(Take any last minute questions.)
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Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you for these great responses. I am consistently more and more impressed with how you’re wrestling with these questions! I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next part of our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, We are in awe of this person of Jesus--the Son of the Living God. We are grateful for the ways in which his story--your story--unfolds to show your passion for leading and redeeming your people. We ask that you would continue to show us what it means to live out the Kingdom of God in our lives every day. Be with us as we wrestle through the big questions of who Jesus is and what he means for lives here and now. We ask this all in his name. Amen.
