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TEACHER PREPARATION

TEACHER INSIGHT
Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

In Chapter 20, we meet Esther and Mordecai, two great examples of people who trust in God’s faithfulness and protection. Since this story is a bit isolated from previous chapters--and seemingly a departure from the larger nar​rative of the Israelites’ return to Jerusalem--try your best to help your students attach the themes in this Lower Story to what has been going on in the Upper Story of God’s faithfulness to his people in the midst of their rebellion.

As in past chapters, you may need to help your students with pronunciation of a few of the characters’ names: Xerxes (Zerk’seez), Haman (Hay’muhn), and Mordecai (Mor’de’kye).

“The Queen of Beauty and Courage” can be found in: Esther 1-9

BE AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT!

Show your students that even lead​ers can engage, too.
For you and the other leaders, it may be necessary to walk around, facilitate, and monitor the things your students are making in their response and creative times. But once the students have become acquainted with the routine of activities, feel free to engage in the activities alongside them. Doing this will communicate to your students that you are not simply a “teacher” giving them “assign​ments,” but that you are an active participant in the story, just as they are. 

Whether you complete the activi​ties and creative responses ahead of time or along with the group, it may be beneficial to share your responses and creations alongside those of the 
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students. Showing your own honest responses can help you to gain the trust and respect of your students; it can also model for them new and thoughtful ways of engaging with the material.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 5 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

The Queen of Beauty and Courage  Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: REWIND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Hello, everyone! I’d like to welcome you back for what I hope is going to be another great week together. Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here throughout the story thus far, I hope that we will all get something new out of our time together. As usual, we have plenty to get to today, so let’s pray before we begin: 

God, We come together today feeling so fortunate to be part of something so much bigger than ourselves. As we continue to see the ways that you work in our lives and our world every day, we recognize that it is all part of a story that has been going on for 
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a long, long time. We pray that you would continue to speak to us through the characters of this amazing story, capture our hearts and our imaginations, and allow us to hear your words for us loud and clear. Amen.

Now, let’s watch this week’s video, The Queen of Beauty and Courage. As always, the video will move pretty quickly, so you’ll have you pay attention--you won’t want to miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play The Queen of Beauty and Courage Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Icebreaker Question Collection

1. What is the boldest, gutsiest thing you have ever done?  [Ask someone out, bungee jump, run down your street in undies? ( ]  
2. Name the top 5 prettiest, famous girls on TV or in movies.  Do you know if any of them are nice?  Do you know if any of these girls know Jesus?  What really matters?  

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)
Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION
[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. King Xerxes was rich. Very rich. He had 127 provinces from India to Ethiopia. He was also drunk. Very drunk. After a six-month party capped off by a 7-day feast where there were no restrictions on the booze flowing, he called in his wife so that the drunk nobles and officials could leer at her. She was probably expected to dance, wearing only her crown. If you were Queen Vashti, would you have wanted to go before the king?
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2. The king asked for advice on what to do with his rebellious wife. He consulted the Dr. Phil and lawyers of his time, and the answer was to dethrone her. (At least they didn’t kill her.) What was the rationale for the punishment? 

3. Haman was a relative of Agag, an enemy of Israel from Saul’s time period. His family hated the Jews, and so he was preprogrammed to hate Mordecai. What did Mordecai do that fueled Haman’s hatred?

4. Describe Haman’s character when it came to the Jews. Why wasn’t he content to hate only Mordecai? Why was he willing to pay into the royal treasury to have the Jews slaughtered?

5. Haman goes to the first banquet with Queen Esther. He leaves happy, but then became enraged at seeing Mordecai.  Do you ever let anger, jealousy, self-hatred, rebellion etc. steal your happiness? Do you ever think … I could be happy if only I… were thinner?, more popular?, had a car?,  had a better soccer coach?,  had a boyfriend? If my brother would move out? What is unhealthy about that way of thinking? What does it say about your love for God?

6. There is a famous line in the book of Esther: [Mordecai says,] “Who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?” What does this mean? Do you believe that God put Esther in place to save her people? 

7. What risk was Queen Esther taking by approaching the king and how did she prepare for it?  What factors do you suppose could account for Esther finding favor in the eyes of the king?

8. Haman noted that the Jews kept themselves separate. But when the edict came out to kill the Jews, the text says “The city of Susa was bewildered.” What does this tell you about the behavior of the Jews?

9. If you and your Christian friends were singled out for punishment at school, what would the reaction of the non-Christians be?

CREATIVE OPTION:

Give each participant a pen/pencil and a piece of paper. Tell them that they are going to have an oppor​tunity to dive even deeper into the mindset of one of this story’s main characters. 

Encourage students to pick one of the stories two main characters--Esther or Mordecai--to and spend some time creating a journal entry or a prayer to God from that character’s perspective. Tell them that they can choose any moment from within the story to write 
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about, or they can write it as if the character is looking back on the event or events from several months or years in the future. 

Tell the students not to be afraid to use their imaginations to fill in the other details they don’t necessarily know about the character from the details given in this version of the story.

After about 10 minutes, have stu​dents who feel comfortable share their piece of writing. (As always, don’t force anyone to share.) Encour​age students to return to the story throughout the week (found in Esther 1-9), and to pray through it from that character’s perspective.

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth: God’s providence includes both justice and love.

Fifty years after the first group of exiles returned to Jerusalem, the majority of Israelites remained scattered throughout the Persian Empire.  All the Israelites should have returned to the Promised Land.  Their prophets had instructed them to do so even before the exile took place (Isa. 48:20; Jer. 50:8, 51:6, 29:10).  They were exiled for covenantal unfaithfulness and by returning to Israel, they would be returning to a right covenantal relationship with YHWH.  Esther and Mordecai, the heroine and hero of the story, have often been considered to be exemplary pillars of faith.  However, their choice to remain in Susa reveals that they were not fully compliant with God’s Law.  

King Xerxes of Persia had reason to party.  His vast empire was powerful and prosperous. His queen was lovely.  His palace was ideal for a celebration befitting such a monarch.  His merrymaking had been going for six months when one evening, King Xerxes summoned Queen Vashti so he could put her on display for the inebriated revelers.  She refused.  Kings do not like to be refused.  With his advisers’ support, he stripped Vashti of her crown and banished her from his presence.

Kings also do not like to be queen-less.  The king commissioned a kingdom-wide beauty pageant, and young women from every province were whisked into the king’s harem for a year-long visit at the royal spa.  One such woman was a Jewish girl named Esther, who had been raised by her cousin, Mordecai.  Esther won everyone’s heart, including the king’s.  He made her his queen, but did not know she was a Jew.  Soon after, Mordecai learned of a plot to kill the king.  He passed the news to Esther; the king was rescued and the conspirators hanged. Xerxes’ scribe recorded Mordecai’s service in the annals of the king.  

Haman was King Xerxes’ right-hand man.  Haman valued his high standing and enjoyed having all the royal officials kneel at his feet.  Mordecai refused to pay such homage.  Haman was enraged.  To exact his revenge, Haman deceived the king into issuing a decree to exterminate Mordecai’s people, the entire Jewish population of Persia, and handily get rid of Mordecai in the process.  He cast a lot, and chose the date when the  unfettered violence against the Jews would be unleashed.
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Mordecai sent word to Esther asking her to beg the king for mercy. Queen Esther feared for her life because no one could legally go before the king without prior permission.  Mordecai’s immortal words persuaded her: “Who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?”  Her courageous response was, “If I perish, I perish.” 

She asked the Jews in Susa to fast with her for three days, then Esther approached the king.  Xerxes welcomed her and offered to grant her heart’s desire.  She invited the king and Haman to a private banquet, much to Haman’s delight.  At the first banquet, Esther invited them both to another banquet.  Haman bragged about being the exclusive royal guest at yet another feast, but his gloating turned to gloom when he couldn’t get over Mordecai’s insolence.  His gloom turned to glee when he got the idea to erect a pole on which Mordecai could be impaled. 

Kings with full stomachs must not sleep well, so Xerxes spent the midnight hours reading the royal records.  He discovered the account of Mordecai’s report that saved his own life and wondered how he might honor such a man.  The king called Haman into his chambers to seek his advice on how he might honor one of his favorites.  Assuming that he was the king’s favored, Haman dreamed up an elaborate ceremony. Within moments, a mortified Haman was giving his nemesis the king’s robes, leading him through the streets and singing his praises.

Haman later enjoyed the queen’s second banquet until Esther exposed his plot to destroy her people. The king left the room in a fury only to return and discover Haman appearing to assault his queen. He ordered that Haman be impaled on the very pole intended for Mordecai.

The king could not repeal his original edict declaring the destruction of the Jews. But he enabled Mordecai to issue a counter-edict providing for the Jews to take up their own defense. The day planned for destruction became a day of deliverance.  Though the lot was cast, God remains the author of the story.  Even in exile, God protected His people, and in Esther, we see God’s heart for saving us all. 

The book of Esther is the only book in the Bible where the name of God is never mentioned.  In addition, the Law, sacrifices, the temple and prayer are also conspicuously absent.  These combine to give the reader the impression that Mordecai and Esther and their Jewish brethren were not overly concerned with their relationship with God.   Yet Esther called for a three-day fast, and all the Jews in Susa complied.  So we get a picture of a semi-faithful Jewish population that is still loved and cared for by the ever-faithful LORD.  How comforting to all of us who have experienced periods of spiritual lackluster!

(Take any last minute questions.)
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Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Great job, everyone! I’m always impressed by the things you come up with in response to these questions. Thank you so much for opening up and sharing your thoughts with the rest of us. Keep it up! I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next part of our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, Thank you for being so faithful to your people. We ask that, as we go from here, you will help us trust you more with the things that intimidate us and motivate us to hide from who we were created to be. Give us power to take a risk, to tell the truth, and to stand for what is right--especially when it’s really hard to do it. Thank you for protecting us and leading us into the life that you want for us. Amen.
