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TEACHER PREPARATION
TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

The story for Chapter 22 brings us one of the most well-known stories of all time: the birth of Jesus. While you and your students will probably be familiar with most of the story, there could be small details and perspec​tives that could lead to some interesting discussion. As always, encourage your students (as well as your​self) to imagine that you are hearing this story for the very first time.

Depending on what time of year you cover this lesson, you could engage your students in some further ques​tions about Christmas traditions and the ways in which we can celebrate to honor the true meaning of Jesus’ birth. (See adventconspiracy.org for more ideas and information.)

USE THE NAME GAME!

Learning & using students’ names can break down barriers in discussion.
Depending on the size of your group, there could be students coming on a weekly basis that you have not gotten the chance to meet or get to know. In this case, it is always good to have some way of sharing each others names and some general information about each person. (You might go around the circle and have each per​son say her name and favorite hobby or favorite movie.)

Knowing (and remembering) students’ names will help you as you facilitate discussion. While you always want to be careful about singling out students who may be new, it might be appro​priate, at times, to ask questions to specific students during your group discussion. 
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(For example: “Chris, what did you think about Mary’s response?” If only on a subconscious level, using your students’ names helps to com​municate that you’re invested and interested in them and what they have to say.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 8 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

The Story Rewind Pt 7

Birth of the King Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



7 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Hello, everyone! Welcome back for another great time together. I hope that, as we continue our sto​rytelling, we will all get a lot out of this time. As usual, we have another great story to get to today, so let’s pray before we begin: 

God, Thank you for another week and another opportunity to come together. We realize that we all provide so many unique personalities and perspectives as we come here 
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and share our sto​ries, all while investigating your story. God, we ask that you would, once again, show yourself to us in brand new ways, so that we can re-imagine our lives to be more like yours. Amen.
In today’s story, there’s something new and exciting on the way, The Birth of the King. (Anybody have an idea of what this one is about?) There might be some things that you recognize in this story, but there might be some new perspectives, too. So pay close attention so that you don’t miss anything! Ready? 

[CUE: Play The Birth of the King Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Icebreaker Question Collection

1. What’s the best Christmas present you’ve ever received?

2. What’s your favorite Christmas movie? What is the theme?

3. Have you ever seen a baby being born (live or on tv?) talk about that. 

4. Can you imagine being Mary in this situation? Knowing who she was holding? 

5. Max Lucado wrote a book called, God Came Near, and one of the chapters was entitled “25 Questions for Mary.” Ask students to think of a few questions they may have for Mary.  

Examples:

· What was it like watching him pray?
How did he respond when he saw other kids giggling during the service at the synagogue? 

· Did the thought ever occur to you that the God to whom you were praying was asleep under your own roof? 

· Did you ever scold him? 

· Did you ever accidentally call him Father?

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP) 
Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow 
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and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION
[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]
1. The language in John, which was quoted in the first section of The Story, is beautiful and metaphorical. When John calls Jesus “the Word,” what does he mean?

2. Why is it important that the text records that Joseph was a descendent of David?
3. Joseph also had a visit with an angel in a dream. Because of the unusual circumstances, the dream was necessary. Whenever God sent dreams in the OT, it was important. There were also prophecies to confirm that the birth was legit and of God. Why did God go to all this trouble to validate the birth as being a miracle?

4. We have a phrase called “unplanned pregnancy.” How long has Jesus’ birth been planned by God? How do we know?

5. Some people really struggle with the “virgin birth”.  Perhaps one of the reasons that the virgin birth is more difficult to accept than other miracles is because there is a very natural way to get a baby—perhaps Mary lied and had been with Joseph or another man. If Joseph or another man was actually Jesus’ father, why would that be a big deal?

6. Were the shepherd high-class people? Why was it significant that the angels reported the news of Jesus’ birth to them?

7. Why do you think the angels did not appear to the priests, scribes, and Rabbis? 

8. What was Herod’s fear? Why does the text say “[Herod] was disturbed and all Jerusalem with him?” What is your greatest fear? Is Jesus always a Savior to you—or is sometimes he a threat to your “peace”?

9. Think about Jesus’ trip to the Temple as a boy.  What would your parents say to you if you ran off and left them? Is that really the point of this story? 
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CREATIVE OPTION:

Divide participants into groups of 2 or 3, and give each group a piece of paper and a pen.

Tell the students that they are going to have the chance to do some role-playing by interviewing the characters in the story. Say something like:

“In your groups, choose someone to be the interviewer, and the other person will select a character from the story to portray (Mary, Joseph, Shep​herd, or Wise Man.) The interviewer must come up with and write down 3-5 questions for the interviewee. The person being interviewed must answer the questions from the perspective of the person they are portraying, per​haps months or years after baby Jesus is born. (Think of it as a celebrity being interviewed on a late-night talk show.) Then after about 5 minutes, I’ll say ‘switch,’ and the other person will get a chance to interview a new character.”

(If a group has an odd number of peo​ple, have them take turns playing each part. OR the interviewer can interview two people at once.)

Once students have had about 10 minutes to interview each other, take some volunteers for groups to “per​form” their interview in front of the rest of the group. Encourage the students to have fun with this and use their imaginations! 

OPTIONAL: Set up a video camera and film some of the interviews. You could even bring some old clothes that the students could use to dress up in.

PART FOUR: REWIND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth: The Word became flesh.

Heaven had been very quiet for 400 years. No burning bushes. No splitting seas. No visions. No dreams. No prophets. No message from God…just silence. 

Then, in a magnificent yet inauspicious way, a word – but not just a word, The Word came. At the time, the event seemed inconsequential to all but a blue collar carpenter and his teenage bride. But in fact, the Word of God had taken on flesh and blood and was first heard in a baby’s cry. His birth was unspectacular, yet His presence dispelled darkness and cast an inescapable ray of light across history, past, present and still unwritten. God’s promises to Abraham and David had found fulfillment at long last. Jesus would bless all nations and would take His rightful place on David’s throne. It is this event to which everything thus far in The Story has pointed. 

Mary was the first to hear the news. In the midst of wedding plans and setting up house, the angel Gabriel pronounced that she had been chosen to give birth to the Son of God. Nothing could have been further from her mind…or her to do list. Mary was engaged and a virgin. 

THE STORY, CHAPTER 22: THE BIRTH OF THE KING 
PAGE 6
The power of the Most High would take care of everything, he said. So Mary rejoiced. She accepted her position as God’s servant and praised Him with purest trust in His plan. Joseph was the next to know. He considered pursuing a legal dissolution of their relationship to save them both from the humiliation of an illegitimate pregnancy. But he received his own angelic visitor, who confirmed Mary’s innocence and gave his blessing on their marriage. Joseph married Mary and soon after made the journey to Bethlehem to pay his taxes as required by law. The town was bustling, and the inn was full – so the Son of God was born in a stable. 

Angels delivered the birth announcement, and shepherds became the welcoming committee for the King of Kings. They hurried to see for themselves, and found a surprisingly unassuming setting for a king: a baby in a feeding trough, accompanied by his mother, earthly father, and the local livestock. God also sent signs in the stars, and faraway wise men charted their course with gifts in hand. King Herod felt threatened by the birth of another monarch, so he ordered the massacre of all the baby boys in the surrounding areas. God sent angels again so His redemptive plan would stay its course. They warned Joseph in a dream to flee to Egypt with Mary and Jesus until it was safe to return. 

Joseph, Mary and Jesus returned to Israel only after Herod’s death, and they made their home in Nazareth. Jesus grew up there as the precocious son of pious Jews. He and his family traveled to Jerusalem every year to celebrate Passover. When Jesus was 12, He stayed behind in the temple unbeknownst to his frantic parents. They found Him sitting with the teachers who were amazed at His words. Jesus grew up as all boys do, and Scripture tells us that He increased in wisdom and favor with God and with people. 

God’s Upper Story intersects with His Lower Story at the birth of Jesus Christ, the God-man. God’s redemptive story approaches its climax as the Son of God from eternity past becomes the Son of Man for eternity future. Messiah has finally come.
(Take any last minute questions)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Great job, everyone! I’m so impressed with your responses. Thank you for being willing to open up and share about how you’re processing this story. Keep it up! I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next part of our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, Thank you, finally, for a turn in the story! Just when we thought it was hopeless for your people, you came to earth as the hero. Thank you, too, for coming as a different kind of king and giving us hope through your less-than-glamorous human birth. We are so excited to dive headfirst into the life of Jesus, and we ask that you’ll be faithful in the coming weeks to show us new and amazing things through the life of God in the flesh. Thank you for coming through on your promises! Amen.
