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A KINGDOM TORN IN TWO

TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your groups responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

Continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

In Chapter 14, there is a lot that happens in the story, but not as much dialogue as the stories in previous lessons. There also may not be as many “teachable” themes found in this story. Help your students to use their imaginations, to wrestle with what it might be like to be a character in the story, witnessing the struggle and complexity of Israel’s civil war. Also encourage them to consider how this story especially lends to the pattern(s) of the Upper Story.

KEEP GOOD CONVERSATION GOING!

Tailor your discussion to the questions that students want to talk about.
While following the teacher’s script and being time-conscious, it’s easy to want to get through all of the discussion ques​tions and activities. Remember that the goal is not necessarily getting through all of the questions. Your focus should be on the engagement of your students. Most often, students will want to talk about the things that are most important to them. When a question arises and encourages more discussion than usual, give students enough time to process their reactions and responses before moving on. Remember that the scripted questions are simply there to guide you--feel free to use discretion about which questions deserve more time and focus.
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LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 5 minutes
Introduction and prayer
Story Rewind pt 4 (optional)

The King Who Had It All Recap Video 
PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes

Icebreaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in
Discussion

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group)

 20 minutes
Key Points To Remember
Last Minute Questions

Closing prayer
TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT

PART ONE: SEE AND HEARD THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome, everyone! I’m glad that you’re all here for our time together this week. Whether this is your first time or you have been here throughout this journey through The Story, I hope that we can all come away from today’s time having learned some incredible things together! We have a lot more to discover today, but let’s take a second to pray before we begin: 

God, We acknowledge that you are with us wherever we go--even here, now, as we come together to enter into your story. We thank you for the ways that these stories have challenged us so far, and we pray that you would continue to stretch us and change us as we interact with the story and begin to see ourselves as characters in it. Amen.
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In today’s story, we are continuing on to see what happens to Israel after the reign of King Solomon. (Optional)But before we do let’s take a look back at the storyline we have covered so far. 

[CUE: Play Story Rewind 4 video from the curriculum DVD (2 minutes) ]
Now, let’s watch this week’s video, A Kingdom Torn in Two. There’s a lot of drama coming our way, so pay close attention so you don’t miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play A Kingdom Torn in Two Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Icebreaker Questions

1. This chapter is full of stories of conflict.  Do you avoid conflict or are you more apt to provoke it?  What lessons about conflict and conflict resolution can you learn from the stories in this chapter? 

2. The anger of the LORD is mentioned four times in this chapter.  If someone asked you what makes God angry, what could you tell him or her?  To which of the Ten Commandments was God’s anger related? 

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)
Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  
Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION
[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. What do you think about Rehoboam’s decision to increase the labor and taxes? Did he do the right thing? Would you like a leader/teacher/parent to say to you, “My predecessor scourged you with whips. But I will scourge you with scorpions.” [It makes a great movie line for a villain, but it is really bad for PR.]
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2. Have you ever taken the advice of friends or listed to something friends were saying you should do only to find out it was really lousy counsel? Tell us about it.

3. Rehoboam sought counsel to make an important decision (p. 160) and so did Jeroboam (p. 161).   What criteria did each seem to use in evaluating the counsel of others?  What makes for wise counsel?  What kind of counsel does or should your small group provide for each other?

4. What do you think was Jeroboam’s biggest mistake? [You can choose from the Golden Calves, temples in the high places, the rival worship holidays so the people wouldn’t worship the true God, appointing non-Levites as priests, ignoring the shriveled hand warning.]

5. Why do you think Jeroboam sent his wife undercover to talk to the prophet Ahijah? [He lived in Shiloh—the same place as Samuel did]

6. What would you have done if you had gotten a prophecy that your entire lineage would be wiped out? Why do you think Jeroboam didn’t repent?

7. What makes a king like Asa remain loyal to God when the other kings—even his father, grandfather and great grandfather—didn’t?

8. Why would God allow such evil kings to rule over His people?  How do the tragedies in this chapter fit into God’s Upper Story?

CREATIVE OPTION:

Divide students into groups of 2-3 students. Give each group a large piece of paper OR poster board, 2-3 old magazines, scissors, tape OR glue, and pens, markers, and/or colored pencils.

Tell the students that they are going to have the opportunity to create their own campaign posters. But instead of creating them for one of the kings in the story or a political candidate, they are going to make one for GOD. Give students about 10 minutes to come up with a slogan and imagery to help persuade the Israelites to follow the one true God again, instead of wayward kings or false idols. 

(Tell them they can either draw, write, or cut out words and pictures from the old magazines.) If students need help coming up with ideas, encourage them to think of political campaigns or other advertisements they have seen. (What “background” does God have in leading his peo​ple? Is he a proven leader?)

Once students have had time to cre​ate their posters, have each group show and explain their poster to the rest of the group.
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PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth:  Leadership always has its consequences.

Solomon, whose name means peace, found peace slipping away during the final years of his reign.  His son Rehoboam was to take his place as ruler over the 12 tribes of Israel. A large party of disgruntled leaders led by Jeroboam showed up at Rehoboam’s coronation ceremony requesting that he grant relief from the heavy burden of taxation and forced labor that Solomon had placed on them. Rehoboam rejected the counsel of the experienced elders and took the advice of his immature peers who theorized that bullying and intimidation were better leadership tactics than servanthood.  Rehoboam promised even heavier taxation and more forced labor. With one decision, the nation divided and its fate was sealed.  

Only Rehoboam’s tribe of Judah remained loyal to him.  The other 10 tribes to the north seceded, took the name of Israel and asked Jeroboam to be their king.  Instead of appreciating the gracious gift of God, Jeroboam, like Aaron centuries before him, set up idols of counterfeit worship, leading Israel into idolatry.  God sent a prophet who warned of judgment for their idolatry and predicted that someday a king named Josiah, a descendant of David, would destroy their pagan worship sites (this was fulfilled 290 years later.) As  a sign to authenticate his message, the pagan altar split in two and Jeroboam’s outstretched hand turned leprous. 

This did little to curb Jeroboam’s pagan practices.  When his son became ill he sent his wife in disguise to the prophet Ahijah to inquire about their son’s fate. Though blind, Ahijah’s spiritual sight was 20-20.  He not only saw through the charade, but gave Jeroboam’s wife a message of doom predicting that her husband’s dynasty would soon end and Israel would one day be carried away into captivity. The message of doom was to be authenticated with the death of their son as soon as her footsteps crossed the entrance to the palace.  And so it came to pass. 

God’s chosen people were now committing the same idolatrous and immoral practices that compelled God to purge the land of its Canaanite inhabitants in the first place.  God’s righteousness and covenant loyalty moved Him to jealous anger. Rehoboam allowed Judah to fall into the same idolatry as the North.  The golden years of peace faded further when God judged Judah by using Shishak king of Egypt.  He attacked Judah and carried off the all of the gold and silver treasures. Rehoboam replaced them with bronze, but the decline in moral and spiritual values was even sharper than the drop in value from gold to bronze.   

The Lower Story is primarily a list of idolatrous kings who lead both Judah and Israel further and further way from God. Abijah son of Rehoboam became the next king of Judah.  His tenure was short and sinful like his father’s.  No good kings reigned in Israel after the split 
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of the kingdom. Things went from bad to worse with the house of Omri.  His evil son King Ahab and her royal wickedness Queen Jezebel drove Israel to new lows in idolatry.

But in the Upper Story, we see two things:  First, those who reject the LORD will reap His grim judgment.  But second, this judgment is always designed to redirect His people and produce repentance back toward the God who still relentlessly pursues His people, through prophets like Ahijah and kings like Asa who forged a path for people to find their way back to Him.  The era of the kings, despite their terrible freedom, inaugurates a path to the King of Kings, who would redeem not just this era of division and strife, but every age from everlasting to everlasting.

(Take any last minute questions.)

Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you so much for your creativity in responding to these questions. I learn so much and I am inspired by your thoughts every week. Keep it up! I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next part of our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, Thank you for never giving up on your people, even when we fail time and time again. Give us the power to be faithful in following you, even when it isn’t easy. And please help us to remember that your grace is bigger than all the ways we fall short, and that your love is always available to us, no matter who we are or what we’ve done. Thank you for your faithfulness, God. Amen.
