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TEACHER PREPARATION
TEACHER INSIGHT 
Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your groups responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie or a novel, allowing them​selves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

Chapter 31 is the final chapter of the study, and the story comes from the book of Revelation. As you might imag​ine, it is perhaps the most unusual of all the chapters in this study. As you will see, the StoryReaders script is split primarily amongst the narrators, the Apostle John, and the words of Jesus and the others in John’s vision. 

While Revelation is written from the first person, in John’s point of view, some liberty is taken in the StoryReaders by telling parts of John’s vision from a third-person perspective, in order to create a more cohesive and narrative form. Before beginning, you may want to prepare your students that there might be some unusual imagery in the story, but that if they focus on the message of the story, there could be a lot to learn from this final chapter.

REWARD YOUR STUDENTS AND LEADERS!

Celebrate your journey through God’s Story together.
As your students finish The Story, a great way to wrap up the time is to celebrate your students and leaders to show their value throughout this journey, and also to celebrate what God did over the course of the 31 weeks. You could do this by throwing a party, organizing a worship gather​ing, or by hosting an open-mic event to share artwork and stories of life-change that have emerged over the course of the study. 

You might also dovetail the final chap​ter’s theme of hope for redemption and restoration into an opportunity for a service project in your community.  Whatever you decide to do, 
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make sure to honor both your students and leaders for their commitment to work​ing through this experience with open minds and open hearts.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 12 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

Story Rewind pt 10 Video
The End Of Time Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



5 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Hello, everyone! Welcome back for our final installment of our journey through God’s story together. Before we dive into our last piece of storytelling, let’s take a moment to pray together: 

God, You have brought us on such an incredible adventure through this story--Your story--and we are so grateful. Thank you for all of these wonderful young people who have come along for the ride and who have taught me so much. I see you working in 
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their lives every single week, and I am so excited for them. We pray that during our time together today, you would stir our imaginations to see you again in a brand new way, and allow us to dream big about the incred​ible future you have in store for us--your people. Amen.
Before we get to today’s story, let’s take a look back at where we have been up until this point in the story. Hopefully this will be a great reminder of where our story has taken us this far. We’re getting pretty far along, so this recap will move pretty quickly. Be sure to watch and listen carefully!

[CUE: Play the Story Rewind 10 video from the curriculum DVD (8 minutes) ]

Now, let’s watch this week’s video, The End of Time. This part of the story is pretty different from anything we’ve heard so far, so you will want to pay close attention. Ready? 

[CUE: Play The End of Time Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)

Icebreaker Question Collection 

1. Who is the person you miss most in this world? 

2. Do you want Jesus to come back before you graduate from high school? Are married?  Have children?  Retire?  Why or why not?

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)

Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION 
[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. Why might Christians resist studying this book? According to this chapter, what are the benefits connected to studying Revelation?  (Hint: Rev. 1:3, 22:7)
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2. Notice the description of the throne room of heaven (p. 463, Rev. 4:1-6).  Look up Ezekiel 1:26-28, Exodus 19:16 and 20:18, Job 37:4 and John 12:27-28.  What do these images communicate about God?
3. Read Matthew 24:29-44, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 and Titus 2:11-14.  How should you live in anticipation of Christ’s return?
4. Jesus’ messages to the seven churches follow a general pattern:  a description of Himself, a praise, a rebuke, a warning or instruction, and a promise.  Choose one of the churches from page 461-462 and see if you can discover this general pattern.
5. John is writing to a church who is being heavily persecuted by the Roman empire. What emotions do you think Christians felt when they first read John’s revelation? 

6. The letter to the church at Laodicea says, “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.” Is the discipline of God a good thing? In what way? Do you feel loved when you experience conviction? 
7. John’s vision describes the lake of fire. Death and Hades are thrown into it. Also “All whose names were not found written in the book of life were thrown into the lake of fire.” (the second death). Do you believe that people who do not worship Jesus will be destroyed?
8. Find at least three similarities between the original creation (Genesis 1-2) and the new heaven and new earth (p. 466-468; Rev. 21-22).  How do these sections of Scripture contribute to our understanding of God’s Upper Story and what would we be missing without them?
9. Share with your group how The Story experience has personally impacted how you live now.

CREATIVE OPTION:

Give each student a square of poster board and markers. As you do, remind the students that in John’s vision, Jesus says “I am making all things new!”  Tell them to think of their daily lives and the places and people they come into contact with on a regular basis. (Their home, their school, their work, their friends, their family, etc.) Now have them think about, out of all those places and people, where there lies brokenness, pain, suffering, or need for restoration. If necessary, tell the students to make a list on one side of their square of poster board. Then explain to the students that their task is to pick ONE of the things on their list, and to imagine how that thing would look different if it was restored and redeemed, back to the way it was originally intended to be. 
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Once they have had a moment to think, tell the students that they will have 10 minutes to draw, write, or graffiti a description of what that redeemed “piece” of their world would look like.  After students have had time to create their squares, invite any willing volun​teers to show and explain their squares to the rest of the group. When they have finished, invite the students to attach their square to a wall or large poster board, so that all of the scenes create a mosaic of restoration and redemption. Display the combined piece of art in your meeting space or church for all to see, as a reminder of God’s promise to restore all things.

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary 

Timeless Truth: The King is coming!

Yes, I am coming soon.—Jesus.  Of the original apostles, only John remained to hear these words.   He had experienced the climax of salvation history, but God was not yet finished.  He had one more message to share with John and the growing churches to show His servants what must soon take place.    

John was exiled on the island of Patmos for his faith in Jesus.  It was here that the glorified Christ appeared to John with a message of His second coming.  John saw someone “like a son of man” dressed in a priestly robe and ready to judge.  He fell like a dead man at His feet.  This John who had leaned against Jesus’ breast (Jn. 13:25) could not even stand before Christ’s unveiled glory.  Jesus presented Himself as the resurrected One who has authority over life and death.  He stood among seven golden lamp stands which represent the seven churches located in the province of Asia Minor close to the island of Patmos.  

Jesus had messages for each of these seven churches.  From the three churches addressed in this chapter, a pattern emerges.  First, there’s a unique description of Jesus that is related to the message.  Then each message contains both a word of commendation and a rebuke for the congregation.  He then gives an instruction or warning before an encouraging promise to those who listen and overcome the problem.  Jesus who stands among the lamp stands was carefully watching His churches.  

John then saw the throne room of heaven where he was shown visions of future events.   God sat upon His throne in unimaginable splendor and beauty.  He was surrounded by living creatures and elders who worshiped Him without ceasing.  He held a scroll that no one was found worthy to open, causing John to weep.  But John’s hope was restored when he saw the Lamb standing as if slain.  For the Lamb was worthy to open the scroll and also to receive power and glory and honor and praise!    

Shortly thereafter, the bride who symbolizes all faithful believers was ready, wearing clean linen and prepared for the marriage supper of the Lamb.  Then John saw heaven opened, and Jesus descended in full glory on a white horse ready to wage war and judge mankind.  The King of Kings was ready to rule with blazing eyes and a blood drenched robe, a sharp sword and filled with the fury of God’s wrath.  He was accompanied by the armies of heaven.  His appearance is a dramatic reminder of the awfulness of God’s coming judgment upon those who reject the Lord.  God’s final judgment from His great white throne is the final event of human history as we know it.  The dead stand before Him in judgment.  Those not found in the book of life are cast into the lake of fire.  

Then John saw the New Heaven and New Earth and the New Jerusalem.  In this future re-creation, God dwells among His people where He wipes away every tear.  Many themes from His 
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redemptive Story find their culmination in this place where all things are made new.  The majestic and glorious New Jerusalem will be home to all the redeemed.  Nothing impure will ever enter it.  The water of life flows from the throne of God, the tree of life bears much fruit, and all are invited to partake.  This place is the hope of every believer, for it is where God’s Upper Story and His Lower Story finally merge into one.  It is here that the redeemed will enjoy the presence of God and of the Lamb forever.  As Jesus concluded His message to John, three times He said, “Look, I am coming soon!”  No wonder we are called blessed!  Our King is coming!  Come, Lord Jesus, come!

(Take any last minute questions.)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you for these incredible responses. You all did so well with a rather strange story. I am so impressed with how you have responded during these response times over the course of the Story. 

I hope that you have all enjoyed this journey through God’s Story as much as I have--I hope we’ll be able to experience it again sometime soon!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, what an amazing adventure it has been! We thank you, from the beginning to the very end, for showing us new things about you and about ourselves through this incredible Story, a story that continues on as we continue to live our lives following you. Thank you for giving us hope for the future, and grace for every day. We thank you, the Author of the greatest story, for your hope, your grace, your peace, and your love. Amen.
