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STANDING TALL, FALLING HARD

TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watch​ing the videos, doing the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s per​spective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

In Chapter 10, the story moves rather quickly, and covers a span of multiple generations. Several characters take the “main stage”--from Hannah to Eli to Samuel to Saul. Their lives are tied together by Israel’s ongoing conflict with the Philistines. As a result of the great number of battles, the details have potential to become confusing. There are very different things that your students may take from each of these characters and their stories. Because there is not one single “takeaway” lesson or theme from this story, really encourage your students to dig into the story and to find meaning for themselves. Stress that there are “no wrong answers,” and that the story might speak to each of us a little differently.
MAKE IT SAFE TO SHARE

Creating a safe environment for teens to share is key to an open conversation.
When engaging with teens, it can be espe​cially difficult to address more personal and vulnerable topics. As a leader, there are a few things you can do to help make your small group time more conducive to open​ness. For starters, be transparent with your students by sharing your own struggles. (Remember to keep in mind that you are the leader and not a peer. Use discre​tion with what things you share with your students.) 

It’s also important to be supportive of your students’ comments as much as possible. Even when you don’t completely agree with a comment or find it to be relevant, thank the student for sharing. Avoid disagreeing with your students, unless it is absolutely necessary to maintain the direction of the conversation or the truth of the Biblical narrative.
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If the group conversation becomes too personal, it can also have adverse effects on the atmosphere of the discussion. If you feel that a student has deeper personal issues to discuss, politely thank them for sharing and ask if you and the student can talk about what he or she is dealing with at another time.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group) 

5 minutes
Introduction and prayer 
Story Rewind Pt 3 Video
Standing Tall, Falling Hard Video
PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Icebreaker Question
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group) 


25 minutes
Pows and Wow / Parent Check In
Discussion
PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

35 minutes
Key Points to Remember
Last Minute Questions

Closing prayer 

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
THE STORY, CHAPTER 10: STANDING TALL, FALLING HARD      PAGE 3
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Hello! Welcome back as we continue through God’s Story together. I’m really excited to continue dis​covering new things together, and I hope you are, too. Let’s pray together before we begin: 

God, We pause and thank you for the gift of today. We recognize that every day is a new oppor​tunity to contribute to your story of grace and redemption that you began living out through your people so long ago. We thank you for allowing us to be a part of it all, and we pray that you would continue to move us in ways that will change us forever. Amen.
This week we are continuing our story, and I hope that you are as excited as I am to find out what comes next. But before we do, let’s take a look back at what has happened in the story so far. 

[CUE: Play Story Rewind 3 video from the curriculum DVD (2 minutes) ]
Hopefully, this video has helped to remind you of where we’ve been, or catch you up if you have missed any of the past weeks. I have another video that will give us a quick look at where our new story will take us this week. Now, let’s watch this week’s video, Standing Tall, Falling Hard. As with all of our videos, there is a lot going on here, so you have to pay careful attention so you don’t miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play Standing Tall, Falling Hard Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Icebreaker Question

Tell about someone in your life or someone you know about who failed in a public way, such as being cut from a team, losing a job, forgetting the lines in the school play, getting drunk in public. What happened to that person later?

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)
Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but 
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firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

Discussion

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]
1. Hannah did not abandon Samuel. What shows that she was diligent in remembering him? How were she and her husband blessed?

2. How do you think Samuel felt after receiving his first oracle from the Lord and it involved judgment on the priest that he served?

3. In what ways was he a good mentor to Samuel?

4. How did Eli respond to God’s judgment on his sons and lineage?

5. While Eli had some good qualities and ruled for 40 years, his mistakes caused God to curse his family forever. Why do you think at the end of his life, at 98 years old, he was more concerned about the Ark of the God than about his sons’ deaths?

6. Why did it displease Samuel when the people asked for a king?

7. Why do you think the Israelite people wanted a king even after Samuel warned them about what having a king would mean?

8. How was Saul’s humility level when he first met Samuel? 

9. Saul sinned when he offered a sacrifice to God before Samuel came. That seems like a trifle, except he was supposed to wait for Samuel (1 Samuel 1:8).  He sinned again by not destroying everything that belonged to the Amalekites.  What was prideful about Saul’s responses to his sins? Did he show signs of repentance? How did he handle his failure?

CREATIVE OPTION:

Give each student a piece of paper (or journal/notebook, if available) and a pen/pencil. 

Tell the students that they are going to take some time to write a prayer to God. Tell them that they have two options:

1. They can write a prayer from themselves to God, crying out to God or asking him for some​thing in their lives.

2. They can write a prayer to God in the “voice” of one of the characters in the story (Hannah, Eli, Samuel, Saul). If students need further guidance, tell them that it can be 
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a prayer asking God for something, a prayer of thanks, or even a prayer of confession--based on what that character might have been experiencing in the story.

After about 10 minutes, ask if any​one would like to share his or her prayer. Some of these might be very personal, so do not force anyone to share. Encourage students to keep their prayers and to continue pray​ing them daily, trusting that God will answer them. 

(For those who wrote from a charac​ter’s perspective, challenge students to keep them to think about what a similar prayer might look like for their own lives.)

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth: God uses willing hearts to serve him.
(Add any additional form of presentation or information you feel is necessary)
Blessings were meant to be the distinguishing mark of the people of God. His covenant with Israel required obedience and promised ultimate blessing. Yet, the period of the judges is anything but a time of obedience and blessing in Israel. More fitting descriptions are: Barrenness.  Blindness.  Battles.  Bereavement.  Blessing was hard to come by in those days. God’s people had abandoned God Himself, and “everyone did as he saw fit.” (Judges 21:25)  Few remembered God’s commands. Even fewer obeyed. 

But God always has a few. One was a woman named Hannah. She had long endured the grief of childlessness accompanied by the taunts of her husband’s other wife. On one of her visits to worship at God’s house in Shiloh, Eli, the priest, mistook her devotion for drunkenness. She had poured out her heart first in desperate prayer and then to Eli and vowed that she would dedicate her son to the LORD. Eli assured her that her prayer would be heard.  

God did give Hannah a son, and she kept her word. She named the boy Samuel and took him to serve in the tabernacle under the High Priest, Eli. God spoke to Samuel one night when he was still a boy. God told Samuel that Eli and his sons would be judged and his priestly line would soon end. 

And as it always does, God’s word came true, this time through the Philistines. Israel lost their first battle with the Philistines at Aphek and blamed their loss on the absence of the ark of covenant. Their own absence of obedience went unnoticed. They faced the Philistine army again, this time with the ark as their good luck charm and lost both the battle and the ark. Eli had grown old and blind, and the devastating news of Israel’s defeat, the death of his sons and the loss of the ark of covenant left Eli dead on the spot. 
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Samuel, took Eli’s place, but Israel was dissatisfied and asked for a king. Samuel knew better and expressed his opposition. God knew He’d been rejected. Israel knew only that they wanted to be like their pagan neighbors, the very people that they were not to emulate. God warned that their demand for a king would be costly and that he would exploit them to the point of slavery.  The people ignored God’s warnings and still insisted on having an earthly king to fight their battles. Saul was anointed by Samuel and began well. He was affirmed by miraculous signs from God.  He fought the Ammonites and gave God credit for their victory. 

Samuel reminded the people that God had not rejected them, even though they had turned wholeheartedly away from Him. He encouraged them again to follow God and serve him from the heart, and God affirmed Samuel’s words with unheard of thunder and rain during harvest.  

Saul’s honeymoon as king was short-lived.  During another battle with the Philistines, Saul got nervous; Samuel was late. So Saul took his authority too far and took matters—and offerings—into his own hands, violating the role God had reserved for the priests. Samuel confronted Saul; he backpedaled, made excuses, and tried to justify his sin, but wound up losing a dynasty. Saul’s path of half-hearted obedience and fear-based leadership grew longer by the year and more twisted with every step. 

God rejected Saul as king. Saul’s reign was Israel’s opportunity to see that monarchy is no better than anarchy when a man after God’s own heart is not on the throne. God had already chosen a such a man, an unlikely shepherd boy who would one day become Saul’s successor.  His throne would endure and would point God’s people again to the Shepherd King who was yet to come.
(Last Minute Questions)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

I am really impressed with all of your responses. As we have seen, it can be tough to wrestle with these questions. Hopefully, you are seeing that these stories can begin to connect with us in power​ful ways. I am seeing great things come from our time together, and I hope you are too! I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next chapter of the story!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, We thank you for challenging us and teaching us about other people--your people--who have struggled with obeying you. Please remind us that even when we decide to go our own way and bypass your plan for us, that you are still there and your grace is still available to us. May we grow to be more honest in communicating with you through our struggles and doubts. We thank you for being there to hear us when we cry out for you. Amen.
