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TEACHER PREPARATION
TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

There is much that happens as Jesus begins his minis​try. For the sake of time, not much is added to the narrative to provide cultural and historical background of these episodes (--for example, the significance of Jesus’ dis​cussion with the Samaritan woman and the recognition of her multiple divorces.) You may need to help your students unpack some of these episodes a bit further during your discussion, so that they may make deeper cultural observations.

WELCOME UNANSWERED QUESTIONS

It’s vital to let students share unre​solved questions or doubts.
When you finish a discussion, chances are there are still unanswered, unre​solved, or even unaddressed ques​tions that your students have. Some students may need help understand​ing the story, while others might have more general questions about the story, scripture, or faith in general. It’s very important to provide a safe way for students to share the things that are still on their minds at the end of a discussion.

A great way to do this is to create a regular “open comment” time at the end of each discussion. Give each student an index card and a pen, and encourage them to share any ques​tion, doubt, or comment that they may have with regard to the story or anything else. Tell them that they may leave their name on the card, so that you can follow up with them, or they may leave it anonymous. 
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Also remind students that any ques​tion or comment is okay--there are no “bad” questions, no matter how trivial or “basic” they may think theirs are. Once students have had a few min​utes to write down their questions or comments, collect the cards. During the next week, make a point to follow up with students who have significant questions or comments. 
(OPTIONAL: Create a “question box” or other container to collect the questions each week. Give it a unique name or look to encourage students to openly engage in this time as a regular part of your gathering.)
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 8 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

The Story Rewind pt 7 Video

The Birth of the King Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



7 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 
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Hello, everyone! Welcome back for another great time together. I hope that, as we continue our sto​rytelling, we will all get a lot out of this time. As usual, we have another great story to get to today, so let’s pray before we begin: 

God, We thank you for continuing to show us more and more about you through your amazing story. Please help us to see how our lives continue to merge into your greater plan of love and redemption for all people. We ask that you would open our eyes and our ears today to experi​ence today’s story more fully, and help us to grow in our love for you and the world. Amen.

Before we get to today’s story, let’s take a look back at where we have been up until this point in the story. Hopefully this will be a great reminder of where our story has taken us this far. We’re getting pretty far along, so this recap will move pretty quickly. Be sure to watch and listen carefully!

[CUE: Play the Story Rewind 7 video from the curriculum DVD (2 minutes) ]
I have another video that will give us a quick look at where our new story will take us this week. Now, let’s watch this week’s video, Jesus’ Ministry Begins. Again, there might be some things in this story that are familiar to you, but there might be some new things, too. So pay close attention so that you don’t miss anything! Ready? 

[CUE: Play the Jesus’ Ministry Begins Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)

Icebreaker Question Collection

1. If God came down to your school or youth group, who do you think would be the first person He spoke to? Why?

2. If you had a serum that could be injected into everyone and save the world from getting cancer, where would you send the first shipment of shots? Who would you get to be an advocate and spokesperson for taking the shots?
3. Do appearances matter to most people and if so why? Do they matter to God? What do you imagine Jesus looked like? 
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)

Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group 
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guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]
1. What did John mean when he said this about Jesus: “Look, the Lamb of God?”
2. Would you have followed Jesus because John the Baptist said He was great? Why do you think Jesus’ disciples were so willing to leave everything and follow him? 

3. What is the one thing Jesus could rely on to protect Himself when He was lonely and hungry—and was being tempted by the father of lies?
4. Jesus explained to Nicodemus about His mission—that it wasn’t to condemn but to save the world. The possibility of escaping condemnation exists—but how does that become possible?

5. Jesus very plainly told the woman at the well that He was the Messiah. The woman told her friends. The text says, “Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony.” When we tell others about Jesus, do we have to know everything? What are we to be telling our friends about Jesus?

6. Jesus says that He healed the paralyzed man to show that “the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” Why does a healing prove that Jesus can forgive sins? What role do miracles play in establishing that a person is from God? 

7. Who are the “tax collectors” and “sinners” of our society today?
8. Many people say that it’s okay to party because Jesus hung out with tax collectors and sinners and they want to follow His example. But, when Jesus spent time with His disciples, one being a tax collector, did the disciples continue to sin, or were they reaching for a better way? Did Jesus stay long periods of time with people who were bent on habitual sin? 

CREATIVE OPTION:

Give each participant a blank greet​ing card*, envelope, and pen/markers.
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Tell the students that they are going to spend some time making invita​tions to a very special party. Explain that just as Jesus hung out with sinners and tax collectors, they are going to have an opportunity think about what “hard to love” people in their world they could reach out to and spend time with. You can say something like this:

“For the next 10 minutes, we are each going to make a special invi​tation for ONE person. Think of someone in your life--your school, neighborhood, or even your extended family--who may be an “outsider” or someone who the world sees as difficult to love. Once you think of that person, write his or her name on the outside of the envelope. Then, once you have done that, you are going to create an invi​tation. With your invitation, you have TWO options:

Create an invitation to an imaginary dinner party in that person’s honor. Write that person a special mes​sage of encouragement, and keep the invitation as a reminder to pray about ways to reach out to that per​son on a regular basis.

Create an invitation to actually spend time with that person. You can invite him/her to go see a movie, get coffee, have lunch, or spend meaningful time together in another way. Then, actually give that person the invite, praying that God will bless your time together.”
Once students have had about 10 minutes to finish creating their invita​tions, give them a couple minutes to pray for the people they wrote to. Then encourage them to continue praying throughout the week about creative ways to reach out.

*Instead of actual stationary or greet​ing cards, you can have your stu​dents make homemade cards out of an 8.5”x11” piece of paper.

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth:  Jesus:  The Messiah you’d never expect. 

If God’s prophets were meant to be peculiar, John the Baptist did not disappoint. Eccentric is too mild a description for this wilderness dwelling preacher who wore odd clothes and lacked both a sense of tact and a balanced diet.  His message, though, was right in step with a long line of prophetic predecessors.  He called for Israel’s repentance and baptized the penitent in the Jordan River.  

John was awestruck when Jesus came to be baptized by him.  Then he watched in amazement as heaven opened wide and the Spirit of God came to rest on Jesus. John and those with him were astonished to hear the voice of the Father Himself broadcasting His divine approval.  The community of God had gathered to bear witness to their incarnation. The Spirit then led Jesus to a lonely wilderness, where he spent the next 40 days in one-on-one combat with Satan, the enemy of God. He confronted Satan’s evil allurements and proved Himself obedient to the Father and triumphant over sin. 
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John the Baptist denied claims that he was Messiah, pointing to Jesus and announcing, “Look, the Lamb of God.”  Andrew heard John’s message and rushed to tell his brother, Simon Peter, and others that Messiah had come.  Jesus gathered His band of followers and began training them with marvelous words and miraculous ways.  His first miracle took place when He went to a wedding in Cana with his mother, Mary, and his disciples.  The wine ran out, so Mary turned to Jesus to remedy the embarrassing state of affairs.  Jesus simply instructed the servants to fill six jars with water and serve the guests.  When they did, the guests marveled that finest wine had been kept such a secret until now, and Jesus’ disciples caught their earliest glimpse of the One who shared creative power with His Father.

The disciples became increasingly aware that Jesus was indeed their long-expected Messiah, but others were not so sure.  A religious leader called Nicodemus had a clandestine encounter with Jesus to find some answers.  Jesus’ simple reply was, “You must be ‘born again’….of the Spirit.  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  Jesus had a similar conversation with a Samaritan woman who had come to draw water from a well.  With her, he spoke of ‘living water,’ but the message was the same:  accept His gift and be saved.  When she mentioned the Messiah, Jesus confirmed His identity.  She believed and shared the news with her entire village, as the second missionary of the new Messiah. 

Jesus traveled the area, taught in the synagogues and healed the people.  He ousted demons and cleansed socially exiled lepers.  The crowds grew and so did His critics.  On one occasion, four men dug through the roof of a house so they could bring their paralytic friend to Him.  Before he healed him, Jesus forgave the man, while the religious teachers grew indignant over such claims.  But Jesus validated His authority by commanding the paralytic to get up and walk. The Pharisees missed the miracle and were incensed that Jesus had violated tradition by healing on the Sabbath.
This Sabbath infringement, coupled with his absurd claim to be the Messiah Himself, on top of his questionable social circles, quickly turned the establishment against Him.  And so the conspiracy to kill Jesus began.  While many debated, questioned and wondered about Jesus’ identity, one thing was certain: Jesus was controversial.  Some saw hope, but others hated Him and wanted only to be rid of Him   John the Baptist had loved Him from the beginning but now, languishing in prison, he began to doubt as well, demonstrating that even the best of us have our faith tested under difficult circumstances.  But throughout this chapter, His baptism, His triumph over temptation, His miracles and His message confirm Him as the long expected One who confounds expectations, is drawn to the least and the lost, and whose message is indeed for all, from the graduate professor to the immoral woman to the leper – the Anointed One indeed.

(Take any last minute questions.)
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Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Well done, everyone! As always, these are great responses. Thank you for giving some good thought and honest feeling as you process this story—I learn so much from you all! Keep it up! I wish we had more time to con​tinue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next part of our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, You continue to amaze us every single week as we come together and unpack this unpredict​able, radical, world-changing story. We thank you for sending your son, Jesus, to show us the best ways to live in relationship to you and to one another. And we ask that you would give us the eyes to see the world the way that Jesus sees it, and the heart to love and serve others the way you want us to. Thank you for showing us your love and grace daily. Amen.
