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THE KING WHO HAD IT ALL

TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the param​eters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

In Chapter 13, the story focuses on the life and reign of King Solomon. If time allows, take time to share with your students the significance of Solomon’s contribution to scripture: most notably, his Proverbs, Song of Songs, and Ecclesiastes. 

This week’s Creative Option includes an opportunity for students to interact with some Proverbs of Solo​mon. If you choose not to engage in this option, it may be a good idea to have copy of a chapter or two of the Proverbs, which the leaders may share with their students during their small group time. It might also be a good opportunity to encourage your students to get into the bible by reading through the Proverbs throughout the week. 

(NOTE: A useful approach is to try to read one chapter of Proverbs for each day of the month, since there are thirty chapters. So for example, if a student decides to read on the 8th day of the month, have them read Chapter 8.)
STAY WITH THE STORY!

Avoid the tendency to inject later parts of the story into the present narrative.
When moving through the story with your group, it’s important to keep the focus on the present story (or “Lower Story”) and how it relates to the stories that have come before it in preceding weeks. While much of scripture--and especially the Old Testament--can be explained more fully by what happens “later” in the story, it’s important that each story is presented in the context of an ongoing narrative. 
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Encourage students to continue to think of the story as a part of a dramatic novel or movie--you don’t skip to the end of a movie or a book when watching it for the first time! (And you never want someone to spoil it for you!) 

Remind your leaders and your more bible-literate students that it is important to approach the Bible as if you are hear​ing the story for the first time. This will help students to gain fresh insights into the ongoing struggle of God’s people and their need for redemption. It will also help students who are unfamiliar with scripture to feel like they can interact with the story and find meaning in the same way that everyone else can.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group) 

5 minutes
Introduction and prayer 
Story Rewind pt 4

The King Who Had It All Video
PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Icebreaker Questions
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group) 


25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in
Discussion

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember
Last Minute Questions

Closing prayer
TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
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Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome, everyone! I’m so excited that you made it back to join us for our time together today. If you’re new with us, we’re excited to welcome you as we journey through God’s Story. If you’ve been with us, you’ll know that we’ve been learning some incredible things together through the process! We have more to discover today, but let’s pray together before we begin: 

God, Thank you for another week full of your work in our lives and in the world. We never cease to be amazed to see your story playing out all around us. As we enter the story once again, I pray that you would allow us to see ourselves in it, to get to know you a little better through it, and to be moved to live differently because of it. Thank you for being a creative God. Amen.
In today’s story, we are continuing on to the life of the next King of Israel, and I hope you’re ready to see what happens. But before we do let’s take a look back at the storyline we have covered so far. 

[CUE: Play Story Rewind 4 video from the curriculum DVD (2 minutes) ]
Now, let’s watch this week’s video, The King Who Had It All. There’s a lot of drama coming our way, so pay close attention so you don’t miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play The King Who Had It All Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Icebreaker Question Collection 
1. Who is (or was) the wisest person you ever knew? (Define the difference between intelligence and wisdom.)  Why is wisdom generally something we most often expect from old people?  Who might be the exception to that rule?

2. What was the wisest thing you were ever taught?  Is it true that experience is the best teacher?

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)
Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group 
guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  
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Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION
[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]
1. Solomon was charged with the task of finishing the temple his father had started.  He forged an alliance with another king. (In those days, marrying the princess was a way of doing that.)  The king supplied Solomon with stone and lumber.  Thinking of yourself as a temple…what do you need from other people to be complete?  Where are your strongest alliances?

2. Where do you go for advice?  What if the advice you get seems wrong or too hard?  

3. What makes a place sacred or holy?  Is holiness confined to a church? Can your school be holy? Where do you feel the most connected to God?

4. Compare God’s promises to Solomon with His promises to David (p. 159).  Which promise(s) had God faithfully fulfilled?  What would Solomon and his descendants need to do to keep a successor on the throne (p. 176, 188-189)? How could Israel avoid captivity (p. 188-189)?

5. Solomon accumulated unprecedented riches.  Look up Deut. 17:15-17 and Deut. 28:1-14.  Did Solomon go too far?  Is extreme wealth a good thing or a bad thing?

6. God asks Solomon to follow him “faithfully with integ​rity of heart.” What do you think this means?
7. Solomon’s failures began when he married women who served other gods.  Why is it important for a husband and wife to both be committed Christians?  What advice would you give someone who is considering dating a non-Christian?

8. What is the greatest cause of “heart turning” in our culture? What distractions in your life pull you away from fol​lowing God?
CREATIVE OPTION:

Divide students into groups of 2-3 students. Give each group a large piece of paper and pens, markers, and/or colored pencils. Also, give each group a Bible or a copy of a chapter 
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of Proverbs (Recommended: Chapters 1–3; 6; 20–21) OR you may pre-select 1-2 proverbs for each group, and give each group their proverb(s) on an index card or piece of paper. 

(NOTE: You may either select a proverb that is straightforward and directly applicable, OR one that has more complex/humorous imagery. Or you may select one of each for each group.)

Explain to the students that in the wisdom that God gave him, Solo​mon wrote many of the proverbs and wisdom sayings found in scripture. Some are very straightforward, while others can be somewhat complex or confusing. Their task is to take 1 or 2 proverbs (1-2 sentences) and draw a picture or collection of images that helps to represent the saying and explain what the saying(s) mean(s). Encourage them to, if possible, refrain from using words in their picture(s). Also encourage them to have fun with it, and to think out​side the box when creating their drawings.

After students have had 8-10 minutes to create their drawings, invite each group to show their proverb(s) to the group. Allow other students to guess what each proverb means or says before revealing the actual saying.

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth:  Complete your walk – finish faithful.  

The “man after God’s own heart” had known seasons of triumph and tragedy, yet his legacy is marked by overall faithfulness and trust that God would keep His word. David’s story closes with instruction and warning for his son, Solomon, who was already poised to carry on the heritage. David charged the new king with the divinely appointed task of leading God’s chosen nation and urged him to “walk in His ways,” so their family would “never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel,” as God had promised. 

Solomon’s reign began with a series of defining events. He married the daughter of the Egyptian Pharaoh, and ironically, the nation that had once enslaved Israel now sought the good graces of God’s people. Then God appeared to Solomon in a dream and 
offered to grant his heart’s desire. Solomon asked for wisdom to lead, and God was pleased to grant this request and gave him wealth and honor as well. His wisdom was quickly tested when two prostitute mothers fought over a son. Solomon correctly judged in favor of the true mother, and his people held him in awe. Solomon’s keen wisdom became the hallmark of his reign and gave him insight into human nature. He penned thousands of proverbs that gained him an international reputation. People from around the world sought him out, and Abraham’s descendants became a blessing to the whole 
world as Solomon demonstrated that the cornerstone of all wisdom is a holy fear of God. 
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During Solomon’s reign, peace prevailed in the Promised Land. The time had come to build a temple for God. The construction project was massive and followed the pattern of the tabernacle that had been used since the days of Moses. The end result was as majestic as one could imagine.  With great reverence, Solomon had the ark placed in the Most Holy Place.  The temple was filled with a cloud of God’s glory, and Solomon humbly realized that even a magnificent temple could not sufficiently contain Him.  Still, the temple would become the enduring focal point of worship and life for God’s people. 

Following the dedication of the temple, God appeared to Solomon and warned him of the consequences Israel would face if they turned away from Him. If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and forgive their sin and heal their land. (p. 154) He also promised Solomon a royal dynasty in Israel if the king remained faithful.  But if Israel followed other gods, God’s people would be cut off from the land.  

King Solomon experienced phenomenal success. His wealth and wisdom were legendary.  His reign was marked by peace and prosperity. But all of Solomon’s insight and riches could not make up for his choice to collect wives like gold. He married hundreds of women, many of them foreigners. Just like God had said, his foreign wives “turned his heart after other gods.” This single decision shaped the future of his descendants and of the nation of Israel. 

Solomon’s story began with great promise, incomparable wisdom and magnificent achievement. His father and grandfather had also started out well, but the way each of them ended was disappointing.  There are no final words of wisdom recorded for the wisest king of all time.  Instead, his closing chapter reveals that the kingdom would be torn in two. Solomon spent his last days fighting off enemies and rebels. His splendor and his legacy were tarnished by disobedience and idolatry.  What a sad ending for the king who had it all, but ultimately failed in the only thing that really mattered:  finishing well.

Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you so much for your creativity in responding to these questions. I learn so much and inspired by your thoughts every week. Keep it up! I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next part of our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God,Thank you for being willing to bless us with the things that we ask you for. We know that we don’t always get it right, but we ask that you continue to show us how to protect 
ourselves from the temptations that lead to slippery slopes. Show us the things that you care about, and teach us to follow you with the integrity and wisdom that comes from you. Amen.
