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TEACHER PREPARATION
TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your groups responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie or a novel, allowing them​selves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

Chapter 30 moves quickly through the remainder of Paul’s story. The story moves around quite a bit geo​graphically, and the plot is full of a variety of different events. Because there is a lack of standalone “scenes” or explicit “teaching” points, it might be advantageous to focus your group’s discussion on the overall scope of Paul’s work and the reoccurring persecution and trials that he faced, rather than any one “moment.”

Also, the text of the story never explains how Paul died, though Church history indicates that he was probably executed in Rome at the hands of the Roman emperor Nero. It is likely that, as Paul pre​dicted, his life ended in martyrdom for the sake of the Gospel.

THINK COMMUNALLY!

Challenge students to think beyond individual application.
In responding to these stories, it can become easy to default to under​standing their themes in relation to our lives as individuals. As your group discussion leads to application for everyday life, challenge your students to begin thinking beyond themselves and about the implications the story may have not only for them, but for their youth group, their church, their family, their community, or even the church as a whole. 

Engaging in this perspective will allow your students to recognize that they are part of communities much larger than themselves, and that entire groups and systems are in need 
THE STORY, CHAPTER 30: PAUL’S FINAL DAYS
 PAGE 2
of redemption and grace, just as indi​viduals are. It will also help them to think practically about the impact they can bring not only to their “internal” spiritual lives, but also to the outward-facing practice of the life that God desires. Don’t miss the opportunity to encourage students to connect the story to not only their own, but also to that of their corporate faith community (small group, youth group, church) and the larger pic​ture of the worldwide Church today.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 5 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

Paul’s Final Days Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome back, everyone! I’m so glad you’re here for another great time of going through God’s Story together. Before we dive into one of our last parts of the story today, let’s take a moment to pray before we begin: 

God, Thank you for giving us a reason to be excited and hopeful. Despite all the things in our lives that stress us out and bring us pain, we realize that you are a God who is so 
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good to us and has great plans for us. We ask that, during this time together, you would help us to feel your presence as we engage with your story. Open our minds and our hearts to see something new in it, and continue to build in us a desire to become more like Jesus. Amen.
Now, let’s watch this week’s video, Paul’s Final Days. This part of the story gets pretty intense, so you will want to pay close attention. Ready? 

[CUE: Play the Paul’s Final Days Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]
PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)

Icebreaker Question Collection 

1. If you were arrested today on grounds that you were a “Christian” citizen, what evidence would there be to convict you? 
2. Tell about a time when you had to “face the music” and talk to a teacher, principal, parent or other authority figure about what you had done wrong.
3. Is two years a long time? Why or why not? Is it a long time if that’s how long you have to pay back a car loan? Is it a long time if you’re waiting for a boyfriend/girlfriend to call? Is it a long time to wait until you get your driver’s license? Is it a long time if you have cancer and are facing death?

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)

Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. In Acts 21:13, Paul says, “I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus”...he would not be dissuaded.  Do you think Paul was maybe exaggerating to make himself sound better?  What is something you would die for?
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2. Paul’s accusers didn’t always get their facts straight: “ ‘[Paul] has brought Greeks into the temple and defiled this holy place.’ (They had previously seen [a Greek man] in the city with Paul and assumed that Paul had brought him into the temple.” And “Aren’t you the Egyptian who started a revolt and lead 4,000 terrorists out into the wilderness?” Why do you think people are sometime so ready to believe the worst of other people without listening to them?
3. Do you ever believe gossip about people without finding the real story?
4. What was the big deal about Paul’s being a Roman citizen? Why did the Romans give him more respect after they found out he was a citizen of Tarsus?
5. Do you think that sometimes “bad” things happen so we can tell others about what God has done in our lives?
6. What opportunities might you have to tell others about Jesus with boldness? What road-blocks might be in your way?  May we pray for God to remove them?
7. Ephesians 2: 8-9 is a very famous passage. “For it is by grace you have been saved, though faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no man can boast.”  What do you think this meant to Paul?  What does this mean to you? 
8. “All Scripture is God-breathed and useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that all God’s people may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” –How does reading the Bible equip you? What “good work” do you think God wants you to do today?

CREATIVE OPTION:

Give each student a piece of paper and markers/colored pencils. Explain that Paul’s story of perseverance pro​vides for us a great model for fear​lessly living out a life of radical faith in Jesus. Tell the students to think of their own lives, and invite them to think of what they want to be known for 50 years from now. Then ask them this question:

“If in 50 years, a movie was made about your life, what would the movie be about? What would your STORY be?”

After the students have had a moment to think about it, tell them that with the piece of paper, they are each going to create a movie poster for the movie about them. Encour​age them to think of an image or two that would represent “scenes” in the movie. They should also think of a title and, if they would like, a tag​line (ex. “One man’s quest to be the best rodeo champion the world had ever seen.”) They might also include reviews from movie critics, giving either a brief synopsis of the movie or film reviews (ex. “A true underdog 
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story...Inspiring!”) Also have the stu​dents think about which actor/actress would best play their character in the movie.

Give the students about 15 min​utes to create their movie posters. As always, remind the students that there is no “right” way to do this activity, and that they should have fun with it. Once they have finished, invite volunteers to share their movie posters with the rest of the group. Then encourage students to hang their posters in their bedrooms or their lockers at school, where they can be reminded of the stories they are living every day.
PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth:  Suffering and perseverance are part of the Christian journey 

If one could earn frequent traveler miles two thousand years ago, Paul might hold a record.  After spending nearly three years in Ephesus, he retraced his steps through Greece and Macedonia before docking in Miletus.  There he summoned the Ephesian elders for a tearful and final farewell.  He charged them with shepherding the church of God.  After a brief stay with Philip in Caesarea, Paul headed for Jerusalem, knowing that chains awaited him there.  

Paul seemed to always be able to stir up a controversy. Just walking into the temple court stirred up trouble.  The Jews tried to kill him in Jerusalem so the Roman authorities stepped in to arrest him.  While being taken into custody, Paul gave his testimony before an angry crowd.  The Roman commander brought him before the Sanhedrin to get some answers, but that only made the problem worse.  Paul remained in protective custody and was transferred to Caesarea’s higher court where he remained for two years before appealing to Caesar.    

When Paul wrote to the church in Rome while still on his missionary journeys, he told them that he planned to visit them.  He probably did not anticipate his “fourth missionary journey” to be under these circumstances.  Luke joined him on this cruise to Rome with Julius, a kind Imperial centurion, as Paul’s personal escort.  Paul warned the crew that sailing on in bad weather would be disastrous, but they continued anyway.  Conditions worsened to hurricane force winds off the coast of Crete driving their ship every which way.  Weeks later the storm had not weakened, but all thoughts of survival surely had.  Food was low; gear was gone; hope was gone.  What seemed like a bad episode of Gilligan’s Island became unlikely opportunities for Paul to talk about God.  The next morning they arrived safely ashore on Malta where the islanders showed exceptional hospitality.  When Paul was bitten by a poisonous snake without incident, the people thought he was either a criminal or a god.  Paul healed many of the locals during their winter stay there.  Three months later they were finally able to set sail for Rome.  
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Paul was greeted by believers at the port of Puteoli, modern day Pozzuoli, about 150 miles south of Rome.  They encouraged him, and he spent a week there before traveling on.  When the Roman Christians heard he was coming, they joined him for the final forty miles of his trek to Rome where Paul was confined to house arrest under the supervision of a soldier.  Paul invited the Jewish leaders to come to his house.  There he told them about his conflict with the Jerusalem Jews and the fulfillment of the Scriptures by Jesus.  Some believed, but others rejected his message.  So once again Paul pronounced his mission to the Gentiles.  He spent the next two years boldly teaching anyone about Jesus who would stop by (60-62 A.D).  In his spare time, Paul corresponded with some old friends.  

Paul had a special place in his heart for the church in Ephesus.  He had spent three years there developing the new church (Acts 20:31).  He wrote to remind them of the high calling in Christ that is the basis of God’s plan to unite all believers—Jews and Gentiles alike—in one body, the Church.  Therefore, those who are called are to conduct themselves in the highest of ethical standards.  Although the world is hostile, believers are to preserve unity in the Spirit.  During his final Roman imprisonment (67-68 A.D.), Paul wrote to Timothy to encourage him to be faithful in preserving the gospel in the midst of persecution and false teachers.  Timothy faced hardship in Ephesus.  So knowing he was probably facing execution soon, Paul penned a heartfelt letter to strengthen this son even from a damp, cold dungeon in Rome.
(Take any last minute questions.)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you for these very insightful responses. I learn so much from you all every week. I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to find​ing out what happens in the last chapter of our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, We thank you for stories like Paul’s, which inspire us to press on in the face of adversity. We ask that, as we go from here, you would continue to show us ways in which we can be more courageous to be the kinds of people you created us to be. Help us to hold on to the things that truly matter, and to let go of the things that only hinder us from living and loving the way that you want us to. We thank you for Jesus and the power of his new life, through which all of this is possible. Amen.
