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THE BEGINNING OF THE END

TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

As in the last chapter of the story, much of the prophetic literature has been omitted for the sake of continuity of the narrative. If you would like, you may revisit some of these with your students for added context. (Recom​mended: JEREMIAH 1–2; 4–5; 13; 21; LAMENTATIONS 1–3; 5; EZEKIEL 1–2; 6–7; 36–37.)

Different Perspectives
Investigating multiple perspec​tives can strengthen your students’ understanding.
When facilitating discussion with your students, it can become easy for you and your group to seek the most obvious--or “correct”--answer and quickly move on to the next question. But sometimes it can be helpful to re-approach a question or topic as the “devil’s advocate.” By encouraging students to think of how they would defend or support their answer, they will be able to gain a fuller perspec​tive and a better understanding of why they believe what they do.

As the leader, you can do this easily by addressing the question “What would you say to someone who said/thought differently about this...” or “How would you explain this to some​one who had never heard this story before?”

Because the point is not to encourage debate or to make a student’s answer seem “wrong” or inferior, make sure to reaffirm the answers given by your students and to let them know that you’re taking an opposing viewpoint for the sake of the discussion.
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LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 5 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 
The Kingdom’s Fall Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in
Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember
Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer
TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome, everyone! I’m glad that you’re all here for our time together this week. Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here throughout this journey through The Story, I hope that we all get a lot out of our time together. We have some great storytelling to get to today, but let’s take a second to pray before we begin: 

God, We come together today, and acknowledge that you are here with us. We thank you for being a God who is present--in the good times and the bad. For those of us whose lives are confusing and chaotic right now, I ask that you would give us peace and hope through your story and the time to interact with one another. Open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts, so that we may experience your story more fully. Amen.
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In today’s story, we’re picking up where we left off last week. I have another video that will give us a quick look at where our new story will take us this week. Now, let’s watch this week’s video, The Kingdom’s Fall. As always, the video will move pretty quickly, so you’ll have you pay attention--you won’t want to miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play The Kingdom’s Fall Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Icebreaker Question Collection

Ask about violence on TV or in movies. Do you think that violence is always necessary to make the movie’s point? 

[Additional idea: you could show a gory scene from a PG-13 war movie or from The Lord of the Rings, then ask the question.]

1. This section of The Story is full of blood and violence. Why do you think the writers chronicled it when they could have left it out? Why is it rated R for violence?

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)

Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]
1. People who use violence are usually called wicked men in the scripture. Proverbs 24:1–2 says, “Do not envy wicked men, do not desire their company; for their hearts plot violence, and their lips talk about making 
trouble.” We are not to pursue violence or hang out with violent people. In fact, Jesus was described as a man without violence, (Isaiah 53:9). So nonviolence is a virtue. Why then does God use the violent Babylonians to punish Judah?
2. We pray for safety and God’s protection, but we don’t always get it. How do you feel about God when something bad happens to you or the people who are close to you?
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3. How many of you know people who are angry at God because something bad happened in their life that they can’t accept?
4. How do you explain to non-Christians that God is in control even when bad things happen to good people? How do you explain it to yourself?
5. King Manasseh of Judah was captured by the Assyrians, had a hook put in his nose, bound with bronze shackles, and was taken to Babylon. Then he repented and God let him come back to rule Judah. Why do you think God had mercy on Manasseh, a man who had desecrated the temple and spilt innocent blood?
6. What does this tell us about God’s mercy for those who are remorseful?
7. Ezekiel was a prophet who was carried off to Babylon. He describes how God felt about the behavior of the Israelites: “How I have been grieved by their adulterous hearts, which have turned away from me.” (bottom page 195). Do you think God is sad when you sin? Why or why not? What do you think God’s prophets would say to his followers today?
CREATIVE OPTION:

Give each student a piece of paper and envelope (or postcard). Tell the students that they are going to have an opportunity to write a message of life and hope to someone who needs to hear it. Tell them to think of peo​ple in their lives who may be hurting, lonely, or simply in need of encour​agement in any way. Encourage the students to share with the person the reason for the hope that they have, and to tell the person that they are loved by God.

If students are having trouble thinking of someone to write their message to, tell them to think of someone younger than them--maybe a family member or someone 
in their neighborhood--who might be going through the same struggles that they did growing up. 

When students have had about 10 minutes to write their message, invite those who are willing to share their message with the rest of the group. (Warn the students to be careful about revealing personal details or names of people that others may know.) Then encourage students to put their message in an envelope and deliver or send them to the people they wrote to, if they feel comfortable doing so. If they do 
not wish to deliver the message, encour​age them to keep it and pray for that person daily.
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PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY 
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth: Listen and live.

Legacies are fragile things.  Hezekiah had been King of Judah for nearly three decades. His reforms were sweeping, his achievements notable, his accolades many.  He is listed among the few who “did was…right before the LORD His God.”  After his death, his son Manasseh ascended to the throne and unraveled his father’s spiritual heritage.  Manasseh’s reign marked a spiritual relapse from which the kingdom of Judah would not recover.  He made a mockery of Hezekiah’s faithful reign and did more evil than any of his predecessors. 

King Manasseh set up altars in the LORD’s temple where worshipping the stars accompanied worship of Jehovah.  He filled Jerusalem with the blood of innocents and turned his own heart and his people’s hearts away from God.  Manasseh was eventually captured by the Assyrian king and led off to Babylon in utter humiliation.  At last, he turned to the LORD who had compassion on him and eventually allowed him to return to Jerusalem.  God re-enters the story to give ultimate forgiveness even to the worst of kings. 

But God’s people would not return to Him.  They ignored the prophet’s warnings.  So God did what He said He would do—He sent foreign armies to raid Judah.  Babylon’s King Nebuchadnezzar laid three sieges against Judah and Jerusalem.  The first came against King Jehoiakim and the second against King Jehoiachin.  Nearly 10,000 Judeans were captured and taken away to Babylon.  The king, and the prophet, Ezekiel, were among their prisoners. 

Ezekiel’s visions are some of the most colorful in all ancient literature and foretold of Jerusalem’s certain doom.  God commissioned Ezekiel to speak truth to the exiles who disregarded their guilt, even when faced with such stern judgment.  He refused to give up.  He called Jeremiah to alert the adulterous 
people that they must own up to their reckless sin.  And God also sent word that the worst was yet to come.

Zedekiah was Judah’s last and most pitiful king.  His government was controlled by Babylon, and he and the people rejected God, broke His Law and defiled His temple.  The time for judgment had come, so God arranged the final battle: King Nebuchadnezzar vs. King Zedekiah.  The outcome was certain.  An 18-month blockade left Jerusalem’s inhabitants weakened by famine.  Zedekiah made a last ditch plea for help from the prophet Jeremiah, but no one much cared for Jeremiah’s response.  He reported that Jerusalem would not be saved, and he urged surrender as their only hope of survival.  Most regarded his claims as treasonous.  
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In 586 BC, the Babylonian army broke through the walls of Jerusalem. They demolished the city, looted the temple and led the people away to Babylon.  Jeremiah was among the few who were left behind.  He grieved the loss of his beloved city and mourned the sin of God’s people.  He knew that Judah could have been saved, but even in his sorrow, this weeping prophet stood firm on the sure promises of God.  He trusted that He would have compassion on the remnant who remained in Jerusalem.

It had been eight centuries since God delivered His people from slavery in Egypt.  Now they were exiles in Babylon. Hope vanished.  But God told Ezekiel that all was not lost.  He reminded His people that He would one day cleanse and restore them.  He assured their return to the homeland.  And He promised that He would be their God.   

To illustrate His point, God showed Ezekiel a valley of dry bones and asked, “Can these bones live?” When Ezekiel spoke God’s message to the bones, they came to life and stood like a vast army. This astonishing demonstration confirmed that even exile in Babylon would not hinder God’s great Upper Story, and portended a future resurrection for the faithful. Life would return to Israel’s dried up bones. God would make them a nation again. He would bring them back to their land. Only He could. 

(Take any last minute questions that the group may have.)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

It’s amazing to see these responses you all keep coming up with. Thank you so much for your won​derful insight in responding to these questions. Keep it up! I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next part of our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, In times when we feel lost, abandoned, and spiritually “dead,” we thank you for breathing life into us again. For those of us who are struggling in our relationship with you or with others, I pray that you would continue to show your life and love to us. And I ask that you would use all of us to speak words of hope and grace to our family, our friends, and those we come into contact with every day. Thank you for the fresh, life-changing ways that you should yourself to us through your story. Amen.
