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TEACHER PREPARATION
TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways.  Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

In Chapter 18, the story centers on two of the most well-known “scenes” in the Old Testament: the story of Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego; and the story of Daniel and the lion’s den. These should present some accessible themes for your students--encourage them, whenever possible, to find ways to connect the meaning of these stories to their own lives.

In Chapter 19, the Israelites begin to return from captiv​ity in Babylon to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. While there is not a lot of “drama” that happens in the story, there are several themes that should emerge for fruitful group discussion. You may need to help your students by reviewing “who’s who” and clarifying any other story details before beginning your group discussion.
Encourage your students to think about practical application for their lives.
Through a study like this, it is neces​sary to be continually reminding your students--and yourself--to be thinking about what these stories mean for their everyday lives--for their relation​ships, their work, their school, for their church, and for their steps toward spiritual growth. 

While several of the discussion ques​tions are aimed at connecting these themes with students’ lives, it can be easy, at times, for students to address these stories on more theological or theoretical levels than on a personal, practical one.
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One way to ensure that students are continuing to connect their lives to the story is to follow up with them--either during the week or in the next discus​sion, as time allows. If it is helpful, try to write down notes for yourself soon after the discussion, in order to help you remember what each student is wrestling with in his or her life. (Try not to take notes during the discussion, as it may communicate that you are not fully engaged.)

You may also institute a “so what?” question at the end of each discussion time. This can be an intentional time for each student to share the part of the story that they will most be “tak​ing away” from the time together. You could ask questions like “What will you be thinking about when your head hits the pillow tonight?” or “In response to the story, how will your life look different this week?”

If students know that they are expected to give an answer, they may be more likely to find direct take aways from your time together.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 7 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

Daniel in Exile Video

The Return Home Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



8 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

THE STORY, CHAPTER 18 & 19: EXILE / RETURN HOME

 PAGE 3
TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: REWIND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome, everyone! I’m glad that you’re back this week for another great time of looking at God’s story together. Whether this is your first time with us or you have been here throughout the story thus far, I hope that we will all get something exciting and new out of our time together. We have some great activities to get to today, but first let’s pray before we begin: 

God, Thank you for this amazing group of people that is with us today, each of us with our own unique story. As we come together, I ask that you would remove any distractions from our heads and our hearts, so that we may hear what you have to say to us through today’s story. Help us to discover how each of our stories intersects with yours--and give us a better picture of how we can live the way you want us to. Amen.
Now, let’s watch this week’s videos, Daniel in Exile and The Return Home. As always, the video will move pretty quickly, so you’ll have you pay attention--you won’t want to miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play the Daniel in Exile Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

[CUE: Play The Return Home Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]
PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Icebreaker Question Collection
1. Name at least one person in our society that if he/she had a conversion experience and went public would really rock the nation? What kind of a reaction do you think the people had when Darius went from saying, “Pray to me only” to “Pray to God only”?

2. Tell about a big project you did on your own, or a home remodel project you did with your family. What were the most difficult phases?
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)
Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group 
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guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. When Daniel interprets King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, he clearly gives God the credit. When you are successful at something, is it a temptation to take the credit? In sports? In academics? In theatre? In ministry? 

2. The king praised the God of Daniel because of the dream interpretation, but he soon forgot his place and built a huge statue of himself. Why do you think miracles don’t affect some people long-term? Who else in the Old Testament have we seen “forget” God’s miracles?

3. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were punished for their faithfulness to God.  How would you answer the question, “Why does God allow bad things to happen to people of faith?”

4. Did God promise Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego deliverance from the fiery furnace?   What consequences are you willing to accept to stand firm in your faith?

5. Some were disappointed that the new temple was no match to the glory and beauty of Solomon’s temple.  How can such comparisons be dangerous? According to Haggai’s second message (p. 267-268), what is the remedy for their – and our – discouragement?

6. The Jews stopped working on the temple but stayed in the region and built homes. This displeased God, who wanted to be served first. Are there things in your life that you are working on that are taking you away from God’s work?

7. Zerubbabel was a leader, taking people back to an inhabited land. Everyone feared the people around them. The last time the Israelites came to the land, God equipped them to take the land by force with Joshua as a leader. Why didn’t God let them forcibly take over the land this time? 

8. If all the churches in the US were closed for 40 years, and then your church opened, would you want to be there on opening day? How would you feel? How would your parents feel? How do you think the Jews felt the first time they were able to sacrifice at the temple again?
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CREATIVE OPTION:

Divide students into groups of 3-4. Give each group 4-6 magazines OR newspapers, a piece of paper OR poster board, scissors, glue OR tape, and markers. Tell the students that each group is going to create a collage based on the things that our culture calls us to worship. 

Say something like: “Just as the main characters in today’s story were faced with difficult decisions about who they should bow down and wor​ship, so do we have that same dif​ficult decision every day. There are many things in our culture that vie for our allegiance and--in essence--our worship. You are going to have the next 10 minutes as a group to look at these magazines and newspapers for examples of things that have the potential to come in the way of our worship of God. Cut them out and glue/tape them to your group’s piece of paper/poster. Try to fill up your paper/poster with as many meaning​ful images as possible.”

After students have had about 10 minutes to complete their collages, invite groups to briefly share some (or all) of the items on their collage. 
OPTIONAL: Once all the groups have finished, attach all the colleges together, creating one large col​lage that may be displayed in the space where your group meets, as a reminder of the “idols” of our world.

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary (18)
Timeless Truth:  The faithful prosper while the faithless fall.

Judah’s best and brightest were deported to Babylon when Jerusalem was conquered by Nebuchadnezzar’s armies. Daniel and his trio of friends were among their ranks. King Nebuchadnezzar introduced them to their new homeland by enrolling the four young men in his exclusive three-year “How to Live Like a Babylonian” Training Academy.  Students were lavished with food and wine from the king’s table and invited to enjoy the cosmopolitan pleasures of the world’s most sophisticated city.

Daniel and his companions graciously resisted.  They asked for vegetarian meals so they could stay faithful to Jewish dietary laws.  The king’s official worried that their meager diet might leave them pallid and weakened, but God blessed their choice with academic success and physical stamina.  They flourished, and the ruler of the world’s greatest empire took notice. 

The king awoke one morning having been greatly troubled by a dream.  He demanded an explanation of its meaning from his wise men and also expected them to tell the dream itself as a guarantee of accuracy.  Failure was no big deal except for the accompanying death sentence.  The request was impossible, of course, except that God revealed both the events of the dream and their meaning to his servant, Daniel.  Nebuchadnezzar had dreamed of a four-layered statue.  Its head of gold represented 
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Babylon’s might.  The remaining layers of silver, bronze and iron symbolized world empires that had not yet risen to power.  Daniel’s interpretation satisfied the king and saved his life and the lives of all the magicians and wise men in the kingdom.  King Nebuchadnezzar promoted Daniel to ruler over Babylon, made high-level officials of his three friends, and worshipped Daniel’s God. 

This devotion, however, was only temporary, as the king’s advisors played to his pride.  He built a gold statue in his own honor, and all were commanded to bow down and worship at its feet. Daniel’s three friends, Meshach, Shadrach and Abednego, were faced with a grim choice: idolatry or death. They refused to bow. The king was enraged and ordered them to be thrown into a fiery furnace. They defied the king’s last chance order and chose to remain faithful even in the face of death. The fire was stoked, the young men were bound and thrown into the inferno. An astonished king watched a fourth man join them as they walked unbound and unharmed through the fire. And once again the king praised their God.  


Nebuchadnezzar was succeeded by Belshazzar.  King Belshazzar threw a grand party using the holy goblets they had stolen in the raid of Jerusalem’s temple.  The LORD sent him a mysteriously written message that appeared on the wall of the banquet hall.  The king was terrified…for good reason.  Daniel explained that the message said the king would soon meet his Maker.  That same night the Persian army invaded Babylon.  Belshazzar was killed, and Persia became the silver layer in the statue King Nebuchadnezzar had dreamed of years before.  

The new king, Darius of Persia, gave Daniel a promotion.  Daniel’s rivals were jealous and plotted his death. They deceived Darius into signing an irrevocable decree forbidding prayer to anyone except the king.  The penalty was a single night stay in a cave of hungry lions.  Daniel responded by doing as he had always done.  He returned to his house, knelt and prayed.  Of course, the king’s officials felt “duty bound” to bring such dangerous activity to the king’s attention, and Darius was forced to throw his trusted servant to the lions.  So the king spent a restless night and rose in the morning to find that Daniel was safe and sound in the lions’ den.  And the great King of Persia worshipped Daniel’s God. 

While Daniel, his friends and the other exiles were kept in Babylon during the seventy years of captivity, the prophet Jeremiah carried out his duties in the ravaged city of Jerusalem. Jeremiah sent a letter of hope to the captives reminding them that God would one day bring them back to Jerusalem and encouraging them to prosper even as exiles in a foreign land. Daniel had done just that. He watched the rise and fall of kings and kingdoms and remained faithful. In the great Upper Story of God, Babylon had been a detour rather than a destination. 
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Chapter Summary (19)
Timeless Truth:  Putting God’s business first brings prosperity.
After generations of idolatry, God’s people had been defeated by the empires that controlled the ancient world.  The Assyrians had conquered the Northern kingdom, deported the people, and re-populated the land with exiles from other countries.  Their practice was to redistribute people from conquered nations throughout their vast empire.  The foreigners who were resettled in northern Israel intermarried with the few remaining Jews and became the mixed-race Samaritans.  

The Babylonians were next on the world scene.  After each of their three conquests of Jerusalem (the Southern kingdom), the Babylonians deported Jewish captives to enclaves in Babylon and sought to assimilate them into their culture.

Now, 70 years of captivity had elapsed.  But kings and kingdoms rise and fall; world empires come and go. The next world power, Persia, was more benevolent.  They preferred the benefits of high taxation and the favor of the various gods.  So King Cyrus issued a decree to repatriate all aliens to their homelands while allowing them some degree of self-rule.  And thus the people of Israel began their journey home. 

Under the guidance of the Hebrew leader, Zerubbabel, nearly 50,000 Jews returned home to Jerusalem.  Their city was devastated but still beloved.  They were intent on rebuilding, and the temple was the first priority.  They rebuilt the altar and prepared sacrifices in accordance with the Law of Moses.  Fifty years had passed since the temple had been torn down by the Babylonians, and at last God’s people were again able to worship as God had instructed.  The foundation of this humble temple could not compare to the magnificence of its predecessor, but the process had begun, and God was leading the way.  

The locals didn’t necessarily roll out the welcome wagon for the repatriated Judeans.  They made a backhanded offer of help as an attempt to sabotage the temple rebuilding project.  Zerubbabel didn’t fall for their scheme, but the Jews were intimidated and construction halted.

Sixteen years later the prophet, Haggai, spoke on God’s behalf. He twice urged his people, “Give careful thought to your ways.”  He reminded them that the temple had to be built as a place of honor and glory for God.  The LORD encouraged His people and they returned to their work.  Though the new temple would not have the splendor of the old one, God promised that His unsurpassed glory would return.  Zechariah agreed; Jerusalem would again teem with life and prosperity because the people would live righteously.  God promised to shower Jerusalem and Judah with His goodness and make Israel a blessing to the world. 

When the building resumed, a new antagonist, Tattenai, wrote to King Darius hoping to obstruct progress.  Darius searched the royal archives and discovered that his 
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predecessor, King Cyrus, had given his royal thumbs up to the rebuilding of God’s temple in Jerusalem.  In a fitting twist of events, Darius penned a letter back to Tattenai charging him with responsibility for funding the temple reconstruction.  The plot had backfired, and in 516 B.C., the temple was completed.

It had been 70 years since the people were first taken captive.  This long and painful season of discipline brought much needed change to the hearts of God’s people.  In the Lower Story, God brought them out of captivity again.  He returned them to the Land of Promise where they rebuilt His temple and their lives. 

But the Upper Story once again rings with echoes of delivery from bondage.  The LORD had redeemed His people from foreign captivity as God’s great, over-arching plan continued unabated.   This story of liberation and restoration is a poignant reminder that this world is not our home. Like Israel, we wait in joyful anticipation of our journey to a land of eternal promise (Heb. 11:16) where all things are new and home will be forever.

Timeline:

· 537 BC
First exiles return from 70 years in captivity.

· 535 
Altar and foundation of the temple begun under Zerubbabel

· 530-522 
Persian King Cambyses

· 522-486 
Persian King Darius I 

· 522 
Temple construction stopped by opposition

· 520 
Prophet Zechariah

· 520  
Prophet Haggai

· 520 
Rebuilding of temple resumed

· 516 
Temple finished and dedicated

Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

You all continually amaze me with the way you think about and respond to these questions. Thank you so much for putting yourself out there and sharing your great insight with the rest of us. Keep it up! I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to the next part of our story next week! 

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, We thank you for being faithful to stir our hearts when we are complacent, weary, or afraid. Please help us to recognize our gift of mercy in our lives every day, and remind us that it is avail​able to us, no matter what we’ve done or how far from home we’ve gotten. As we go from here, help us to hear your voice each day, wherever we go, saying “I am with you.” Thank you for never leaving us. Amen.
