THE STORY FOR TEENS, CHAPTER 6: WANDERING      PAGE 1

TEACHER PREPARATION

TEACHER INSIGHT
Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you antici​pate your groups responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it with from a teachers perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie, allowing themselves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

This story emphasizes some major themes in the Israel​ites’ relationship to God. Some very “human” moments occur as the Israelites continue to complain to God, and Moses even shows frustration at the burden of leading his people. 

In responding to this story, there could be some oppor​tunity for students to reveal some very personal exam​ples of ways they have “given up on God” or questioned his blessing in their lives--or even his presence. Do your best not to steer students toward specific answers and responses; rather, encourage them to draw from their own experiences and feelings about their relationship with God. 

START AN ARGUMENT!

Small group leader Carter Moss says that the goal is to get at the core of what people are really try​ing to say. “I like to tell my groups that if we always agree with each other, and with every word that every author we read says, then it makes for a pretty boring group and a some​what pointless discussion. The point of actually discussing things is to get different perspectives and wrestle with the issues!
Here are some examples of ques​tions that can help create discus​sion by playing a little ‘devil’s advocate’:
• Do you really agree with what the author is saying in that chapter? Why or why not?

• Why did God design it to work that way? Why not just do (whatever else) instead?
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• What would you say to someone who disagrees with that?

• Why do we really have to do it like that? Why can’t we just go (some other route) instead?”
[From “Tips for Facilitating a Group Discus​sion” by Carter Moss. 
© 2010 SmallGroups.com & Christianity Today International]
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 5 minutes
Introduction and prayer 1 minutes

Wandering Video 3 minutes

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Icebreaker Questions
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (large or small group) 
25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in
Discusission

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (small group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember
Last Minute Questions

Closing prayer 1 minute

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Welcome! I’m excited for another amazing week of journeying through God’s Story, and I hope you are, too. Let’s pray together before we begin: 
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God, we come here together today, each of us with our own worries, fears, and doubts. We thank you for being a God who meets us wherever we are, no matter what. We recognize that you are here with us now, and we ask that, as we dive into today’s story, you would continue to show us more about who you are and how we can interact with you through your incredible story. Amen. 
We are in our sixth “chapter” of the story this week, and I hope that you are as excited as I am to see what’s coming next. Now, let’s watch this week’s video, Wandering. Like the video we just watched, it is packed with action, so you have to pay careful attention so you don’t miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play Wandering Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP) 
Icebreaker Question Collection

1. Do you ever long for the days of kindergarten when there was no homework and fewer chores? In what ways was being younger easier? In what ways was being younger more difficult?

2. Middle and high school is more difficult academically than kindergarten and first grade, but would you be happy if you had a chance to go back and be one of the five and six year olds? Why or why not?

3. When your parents give you new responsibilities, do you think they are just trying to foist their work off onto you? What benefits do you get from doing chores?

4. If you did your chores without complaining, do you think your parents would notice? How do you think they feel when you “forget” to help around the house or complain when they ask you to stop what you are doing and help?
5. Tell me about the perfect meal. What would you have for main course, dessert, to drink? Tell me about what you order at Starbucks. Grande Venti? Double Vanilla half-caf latte? [Get at the fact that kids today are picky and have lots of options.] What would you do if you had to eat Manna every day for the rest of your life?
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (LARGE OR SMALL GROUP) 
Pows And Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but 
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firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

Discussion

 [CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. Miriam complains about Moses because he had a Cushite wife. Why do you think God gave her leprosy? Was her punishment fair?

2. Have you ever complained about a teacher, parent, sports coach or music tutor? Do you think God agreed with your complaints? Why or why not?

3. Why do you think Moses asked God to heal her? Would you ask for healing for someone who had badmouthed you? Why or why not?

4. Why do you think the Israelites didn’t trusted God to bring them safely into Canaan? Have you ever been afraid to do something, even though you knew it was what God wanted for you? Explain.
5. Moses struck the rock to get water because the people were complaining for water, but the Lord told him to merely speak to it. Why do you think the fact that Moses struck the rock was such a big deal to God?
6. Do you agree with Moses’ punishment (not entering the promised-land)? Why or why not?

7. The whole complaint/snake on a pole story is odd. Why do you think God punishes and then heals so quickly? Do your parents do similar things? If so, tell us about it. What can we learn about God’s anger from this story?

8. Moses is described as the most humble of men. How is this shown in The Story account?

9. Aaron pretty much knew he was going to die when he went up the mountain with Moses and Eleazar. What do you think he was feeling? Was he ready to meet God? How would you have felt?
10. What do you learn about Moses’ leadership through​out this difficult period? How did he display both frustration and faith?

CREATIVE OPTION:

Pass out a sheet of paper and markers or colored pencils to each person. 
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Say something like, “Now on your own, you are going to draw a map. But it’s not going to be a ordinary map of actual locations. Instead, it’s going to be a map of your life so far. Each area that you draw should represent an important time in your life. By the time you’re done, we should be able to see where you have ‘traveled’ or ‘wandered’ up until this point. Pay close attention to those events and times that were both good and bad, successful and difficult. Think especially about how God showed that he was with you in those times.”

After 10 minutes, ask if any students who would like to share their per​sonal maps. If they are comfortable, ask them to share about any ‘signs’ along the way that remind them of God’s presence in their lives.

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary 

Timeless Truth:  Failure always begins with unbelief.

God’s plan was clear:  deliver His people through a series of miracles, defeat their enemies, give them a covenant and set of laws to make them a chosen nation, and provide them a land of promise.  Simple, right?  God speaks, the people listen. God delivers, the people believe. God provides, the people trust.  Well, maybe not so much. 

God always held up His end of the bargain: He always provided, always delivered, always kept His promises.  It turns out the people were equally consistent:  They always forgot, always questioned, always rebelled. Their lack-of-faith list was long.  When daily bread fell from heaven, they craved a taste of Egypt.  Even Moses’ siblings, Miriam and Aaron, grew jealous and undermined their brother’s leadership. 

Then they reached Kadesh, and the perimeter of promise became a pinnacle of rebellion. Moses sent twelve leaders to spy out the Promised Land of Canaan. Ten of the twelve said the cities were too strong, the people too big and God was too small. Only two, Caleb and Joshua, trusted God. They encouraged Israel to go and take what God had given them, but the people complained and failed to believe. 

Failure always begins with unbelief.  So, Israel spent the next forty years wandering aimlessly in the wilderness. The faithless generation would die out before they set foot on the other side of the land of promise.  Only Caleb and Joshua would outlive them all to eventually cross over into their inheritance.

Forty years later, the story comes full circle again to Kadesh, the edge of the promised frontier – and little had changed. The people needed water, so they did what they do best…they complained.  And God did what He does best…He provided.  The LORD pointed Moses to a rock.  He told him to speak to the rock and water would pour out.  Moses struck it with his staff instead.  The water still gushed out, but Moses and Aaron had ignored God’s instruction and lost their right of admission to the Promised Land.  
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Moses then commissioned Joshua as Israel’s new leader before giving his farewell address. He reminded them of all that the LORD had done. He told them again about their special role as His chosen nation and how they would enjoy His blessings if they would simply love and obey Him. Then Moses died and was buried by the LORD. 


The wilderness wanderings remind us that faith leads to life, and unbelief leads to death. Faith honors God, and God always honors the faithful. 

Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Once again, thank you for engaging with these questions, even though they can be really tough at times. These stories can really connect with us like nothing else does, and I am seeing great things come from our time together. I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look for​ward to the next story!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, we are so thankful for the things you teach us and show us about yourself and about our​selves through this ancient story. We ask you to continue to show us how this story is also our story, and that we all have a role to play. We also pray that you would continue to open our eyes to see the things that you do in our lives everyday. Remind us that you are with us, and that you are on our side always. Amen.
