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TEACHER PREPARATION

TEACHER INSIGHT

Personal Preparation for the Study: 

The most effective way to prepare is to experience the study first as a participant. Each of the studies center on Bible stories that have rich meaning that can have an impact on your life in deep ways. Take at least an hour to go through the exercises as a participant. Make sure you spend time watching the videos, dong the reading, and engaging in the response activities. Write down your answers to the discussion questions. Try hard to not let your mind wander to how you will teach this! This will be an important time for you to discover your own insights and will help you anticipate your group’s responses. 

Leading this Study: 

After you go through the study for your own growth, then go through it from a teacher’s perspective. Note activities and options that you feel will work well with you group, and ones you want to change or omit. 

As always, continue to encourage your students to give their full attention while engaging with this story. Remind them that discussion outside of the parameters of the story is for another time. Encourage students that if they engage the story like a movie or a novel, allowing them​selves to enter it, they will learn things they never have before.

In Chapter 27, we see the most exciting turn in the entire of the story. This should be a great time for you and your students to dream together about the implications of the hope that Jesus’ resurrection brings. This part of the story also addresses heavily the theme of “doubt​ing.” Don’t shy away from the opportunity to have some authentic conversation with your students about the times we doubt God or about the doubts they may have about their faith.

USE PRAYERS PURPOSEFULLY

Utilizing short prayers before or during discussion can help focus your group.
In addition to the prayers provided at the beginning and end of the script for each lesson, you may want to include short prayers to focus your group before or during your group discussion. Beginning your group’s discussion in prayer helps to signal that it is time for focus and discussion, which may be necessary after your students transition from a large-group setting.

You might also add a short prayer in the middle of your discussion to pray for a particular issue that one or more of your students may be struggling with. You may also pray to regain focus if your group’s discussion has gone off on a tangent. 
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When you pray, be sure to keep the prayer itself brief and focused. Ask God for focus and to open the hearts and minds of those involved in the discussion. If appropriate, you may also ask a trusted student to say a quick prayer for your group.
LESSON OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline for a session that is approximately 60 minutes:

PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (large group)

 5 minutes
Introduction and Prayer 

The Resurrection Video

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (large group) 



10 minutes
Ice Breaker Questions

PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (small group)


 25 minutes
Pows and Wows / Parent Check in

Discussion 

PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (large group) 

20 minutes
Key Points To Remember

Last Minute Questions

Closing Prayer

TEACHER LESSON SCRIPT
PART ONE: SEE AND HEAR THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Hi, everyone! It’s great to have you with us as we enter into God’s story again together this week. But before we do, let’s take a moment to pray together: 

God, We come to you humbled by the way you love us every day. We thank you that you showed this to us once and for all by sending your only son, Jesus, to be a sacrifice for us. We pray that as we enter this time together today, you would continue to reveal your amazing plan to us, and captivate us with the mystery and hope of what is coming next. Amen.
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Now, let’s watch this week’s video, The Resurrection. Needless to say, the story just keeps getting better and better from here, so you will want to pay close attention so that you don’t miss anything. Ready? 

[CUE: Play The Resurrection Video from the curriculum DVD (3 minutes) ]

PART TWO: JOIN THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)

Icebreaker Question Collection

1. What is the dumbest/craziest thing you have ever done? Have you ever come close to dying? What, if any, was your punishment? 
2. Tell about a time when you received really good news.

3. How do you celebrate Easter? What is one Easter memory you have? 
PART THREE: SEARCH THE STORY (SMALL GROUP)
Pows and Wows

Have group members take turns sharing their Pows and Wows – the highs and lows of their week.  Instruct each member that they can share one pow and one wow.  (Caution: Group guides will need to stay focused here.  Some students will want to share more than one pow and wow.  Some will do it because of the experiences they have had during the week.  Others will want to share more simply to eat up time and avoid the discussion.  Gently but firmly keep the group on task.  We do want students to share and grow in their relationships with one another, but not at the expense of growing in faith.)  Watch for opportunities to stress the reality of the Upper and Lower Story playing out in the students’ lives.

DISCUSSION

[CUE: DISCUSS – Adjust questions as needed and don’t feel like your group must answer all of them.]

1. People have always had difficulty believing that Jesus was God in the flesh.   (Read 1 John 1:1, 2:22 and 4:2-3)   What details did John include in the crucifixion story for his readers to know for certain that Jesus, fully human, had truly died?  How does knowing that God came to live among us affect your daily life? 

2. Nicodemas was the man to whom Jesus said, “For God so loved the World …” He loved Jesus. As a Jewish leader, what do you think Nicodemas was feeling when they buried Jesus?

3. Ever had a little brother or sister tell you something that you wish you had heard first? (For example, when I was little, the news that our family was going to Disneyland came to me via my younger brother. I was a bit resentful, because as a 
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much older sibling I thought I deserved to be told first.) The women were told of Jesus’ resurrection first.  Is it significant that they found out first? Why or why not?

4. What is so important, in your own words, about Jesus’ resurrection from death? Refer back to Genesis 3:15 and 1 Corinthians 15: 1-26.
5. Thomas is frequently referred to as “doubting Thomas” because he refused to believe his fellow disciples’ testimony.  Then, a week after the resurrection, he confessed, “My Lord and My God!”  Do you think Thomas’ reputation is justified or do you think he has been labeled unjustly?  Why or why not?

6. Jesus talked with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, they later reported that “our hearts were burning within us as He talked to us on the road and explained the scriptures to us.” (Luke 24:13-35) (p. 317-318). What does it mean that their “hearts were burning?” 
7. What do you feel inside you when you hear Scriptural truth? Do you get emotionally excited when you think about the resurrection? If you don’t, what kind of news gets you excited? What’s worth telling other people?

CREATIVE OPTION:

Give each of your students a post​card OR piece of paper and a pen. Tell them that they are going to have the opportunity to use their imagina​tions to enter the minds of those who first encountered Jesus’ resurrection. Have each student choose a per​son or perspective from the story--it could be one of the women who saw the open tomb, Mary Magdalene, one of the disciples on the road to Emmaus, or Thomas. 

Once the students have each selected a person, have each write a letter or note from the perspec​tive of that person, telling a friend or family member about Jesus’ resur​rection. (For example, a letter from Mary Magdalene might begin: “Dear Mom, You won’t believe this--the most amazing this has happened...!”)

Give the students about 10 min​utes to write their notes. Once they have finished, give a few students an opportunity to read theirs to the group. Invite all of the students to keep their notes in places where they will see them every day, as a reminder of the amazing and exciting news that the resurrection brings to every person.
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PART FOUR: UNDERSTAND THE STORY (LARGE GROUP)
Chapter Summary

Timeless Truth: He is risen!

Ashamed. Afraid. Absent. Mere hours after they pledged never to leave Jesus—even to die with Jesus—the Eleven were nowhere near the cross as the sun began to set. The Roman soldiers were still there though and pierced his side to prove Jesus was very, very dead. Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus were an unlikely duo show up at the cross. These two members of the Sanhedrin shed their secret discipleship and took responsibility for burying Jesus’ body. Wrapping Him in enough spices for a king, they laid him in a nearby tomb. Remembering Jesus’ words, the Jewish authorities and Pilate secured the tomb and posted a guard there to keep the 3-day resurrection story from gaining any traction.
Early Sunday morning, a small band of faithful women approached His tomb wondering who could remove the rock that sealed the entrance. Imagine their shock as an angel announced to them that Jesus was not there, “He is risen, just as He said!” Hearing the news, Peter and John sprinted to the tomb. They, too, found it empty. As Mary Magdalene remained there weeping, Jesus appeared to her. Later the same day, an unrecognized Jesus approached two downcast disciples on the road to Emmaus. Evidently all of Jerusalem was abuzz with the events of the last three days. The One whom they had trusted to redeem all of Israel had been crucified and they were disappointed. Some silly women even had an unbelievable angelic vision, and the tomb was empty. But what’s a guy to do except head home to Emmaus? Jesus admonished the two for their unbelief. Then He used Moses and the Prophets to teach them about the Messiah. Jesus dined with them that evening. When their eyes were opened and they recognized Him, He disappeared from their sight. But they finally got it! With a lot of tutoring, they finally got it! So they headed back to Jerusalem at full speed and full of joy to report their experience to the Eleven. They were interrupted there by yet another Jesus appearance. 
An empty tomb and two separate appearance reports later, the disciples still cowered and mistook Jesus for a ghost when He spoke to them. “Touch me and see,” He said as He showed them His hands and feet. When Jesus re-explained the Old Testament in light of all that had happened, He opened their minds so they too finally understood. 

Thomas, though, was not about to believe these second-hand stories. He wouldn’t believe it until he saw the nail marks for himself. A week later, Jesus graciously appeared to Thomas and the others just so he could touch the scars for himself. Thomas confessed, “My Lord and My God!” Yes, now he believed that Jesus was the God-man and that He was risen indeed.

Some time later, Jesus appeared to the disciples by the Sea of Galilee. Having caught nothing all night, Jesus told these fishermen to cast their nets on the other side of the 
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boat. The miraculous catch was so great that they could hardly get the fish into the boat. It prompted Peter to bail out and head to the Lord. Over a beach breakfast, Jesus three times asked Peter if he loved Him. Then He told Peter three times to care for His sheep. The Eleven met Jesus on a Galilean mountain where He commissioned them to continue to carry out His mission by saying, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 

As God, Jesus had all authority to now commission His disciples to carry out the building up of His new community of believers who would be identified with the Triune God. They in turn could accomplish their mission because, as Emmanuel (Matthew 1:23), He would be with them to do so. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ vindicated Him as the Son of God. It is the cornerstone of the Christian faith and the climax of God’s great story of redemption. The redemptive work was finished, but now there was more work to do to spread the good news and this ragtag group of disciples were just the ones to do it, armed with the supernatural power headed their way.
(Take any last minute questions.)
Teacher Script (please personalize this): 

Thank you for these very insightful and creative responses. I am continually impressed at the ways you all find to respond to these stories. I wish we had more time to continue our sharing, but we can look forward to finding out what happens in our story next week!

Let’s pray as we end our time: 

God, We are filled with hope and awe at the way that you decisively entered your own story. Thank you for showing us your love and power by conquering death and raising Jesus to new life. God we ask that you would continue to show us the “dead” areas in our lives that you wish to bring to life. May we also be assured every day that there is always hope, because you have power over everything--even the grave. We pray in the name of Jesus, who is alive! Amen.
