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( INTRODUCTION TO THE STORY )

Your church is embarking on a wonderful adventure. Children, youth, and adults will enter into God'’s
story, the Bible, in new and life-changing ways. The Bible is, after all, a book of stories. The Bible is
a book of stories where God is the main character. The Bible is a book of stories given to us by that
same God in order to transform our lives.

As you move chronologically through the Bible, children, youth, and adults will engage creatively
and interactively with each story, walking away with one point to remember from each. Families will
have the opportunity to talk about the same Bible story each week, and everyone in your church who
participates will have a basis of discussion with other members of your church. Each week a different
Bible story will come alive for all ages in your congregation.

This curriculum was developed to allow for maximum flexibility. You can use it for mid-week
programming or Sunday programming, but it is not necessarily limited to use at those times. The
curriculum will work in a variety of teaching/learning formats and time frames.

This guide will introduce you to tips for using the children’s curriculum in a variety of educational
formats and will help you to use the parts and pieces of the curriculum to their best advantage for
your particular setting and group.

Entering into God’s story in creative and meaningful ways is an important piece of the spiritual
formation of children, youth, and adults. This curriculum is a wonderful tool for introducing your
church members to the amazing stories of God's entry into the lives of men and women and
reminding them that God is in the midst of their lives, too. Godspeed on this adventure.
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THE STORY AND LATER ELEMENTARY AGE CHILDREN (GRADES 4-6) )7

Later elementary-age children find themselves in an in-between state. While emotionally they still
may feel like children, they have an outside sophistication that belies that. They have a desire to

be thought of as older and mature but don’t yet have the inner resources to cope with all that

comes with that hoped-for maturity. If they have a sense that they are being asked to participate in
something that younger children are doing, they may fight against it. The The Story Later Elementary
curriculum is written with these “tweens” in mind.

While this curriculum can be used in a variety of teaching/learning formats it's important, if at all
possible, for these children to be separated from the younger children.

Tue BiBLe STORY

The Bible stories are designed to be told interactively. They are designed to help the children enter
and engage in the Bible story in a creative and active way. Make sure the story is told the way it

is written in order to provide the best experience possible for the children. After the Bible story is
finished, the children are directed back to the other “Hear the Story” activities to help them debrief
the Bible story together.

THe Learning AcTIVITIES

Each lesson begins with the “Come Together” learning activity. This activity is designed to focus the
children’s attention on the point and the facts of the Bible story.

After the Bible story is told the children are invited into the “Explore More” activities. These activities
engage the children in the Bible story in creative and interactive ways. The lesson plan offers several
“Explore More" activities. You may choose one activity which best suits your group and meeting
space or you may choose to do all of the activities. Please be aware that many of the “Explore More”
activities require an abundance of supplies, so please plan your use of these activities ahead of time
so you have plenty of time to gather the supplies and prepare the activity.

SKiTs

Skits emphasizing the theme of the Bible story are included with each lesson. Generally, it's good to
use the skits after the children have heard the Bible story. Older children love to perform in skits so, if
you have time, you might want to gather a group of your older-age children during the week to learn
the skit in order to present it to the rest of their group. Or you might recruit a skit team to present
the skits each week to the younger children.

USING THE STORY IN DIFFERENT TEACHING/LEARNING FORMATS )7

One Room ScHooLHOuUSe (aLL GRaDe-SCHOOL aGeS TOGETHER)

Unless you have a very small group of children or small group of older elementary-age children,
avoid using this format with older children. Generally they resent being put in a class with younger
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children and may act that out in unacceptable ways. Directions for this format in the Early Elementary
guide will offer you suggestions for involving older children in this type of format.

Ace-Grapep CLassrooms (1-2 TeaCcHeRS PER ROOM)

In this format you have a group of 6—10 older elementary age children in a room with one or two
volunteers. With this format, all the activities are done with the whole group at the same time.

Begin with the “Come Together” activity. Move to telling the Bible story using The Story Elementary
Trading Cards and involve the children in the discussion that goes with it. Then move to the “Explore
More” activities. If you choose to use the skits, integrate them into the other lesson activities in the
places that seem to fit best for your classrooms.

Ace-Grapep CLassrooms (2 OR MORe aGe-SPeCIFIC CLasSeS WITH THEIR OWn
TeacHeRs, In one ROom)

You may have enough children in specific age groups to have, say, a first- or second-grade depart-
ment (12 or more kids of the same age in one classroom) where kids are divided into smaller groups,
each with their own teacher. There may also be someone in the classroom who oversees these teach-
ers and classes, such as a department leader.

With this type of setting you have some choices in how you facilitate the lesson plan. You may do
the "Come Together” activity either in the separate groups or as a large group. Some of the “"Come
Together” activities require more floor space than might be available to each smaller class. You
might choose to sometimes do this activity in the large group and sometimes in the small groups
depending on the activity itself. If you choose to do the activity in the large group it could be led by
a teacher or the department leader.

Many of the Bible stories require movement by the children as part of hearing the story and this
may require lots of classroom space. We recommend doing the Bible story in the large group set-
ting. This could be led by the department leader or one of the other volunteers who has a talent for
storytelling.

After the Bible story the children would form into small groups and complete the “Explore More”
activities. Depending on your time frame, the classes may do one or all of these activities. If you
choose to do only one of the “Explore More” activities you may allow your teachers to choose which
one they would like to do with their particular group or you may choose the one activity for the
whole group.

If you choose to use the skits, plan to have them performed after the “Explore More” activity as a
way of reinforcing the point of the Bible story. Bring the children into the large group for the skits.

After this send the children and volunteers back to their small groups for the wrap-up activities.

LearninG CenTer MobeL

With this teaching/learning format the children are divided into small groups who are guided by a
small group leader. The small group leaders are in charge of shepherding their groups through all of
the activities. The other volunteers are the Activity Center leaders. These volunteers are responsible
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for the various parts of the lesson. They lead the story time. The small groups move from space to
space as they move through the parts of the lesson plan. If you use this format, it might be best

to have the groups do the “Come Together” activity and the Bible story at the beginning of your
meeting time in the larger group of children. Then have them move through the Activity Centers.
The skits become their own activity centers. If you have a lot of children and use this format, you may
need to double- or triple-up on activity leaders and activity space.

Larce GrRour/SmaLL GrRouP

In this teaching/learning format the children are divided into small groups led by a small group leader.
All the small groups meet in one large meeting space. Large group leaders lead the whole group of
children in some of the learning activities and the small group leaders lead their group in some of the
activities. If you use this format with your younger-age groups, it might be best to separate out the
older elementary-age children into another room so you can use the curriculum especially written for
them and their interests. Then, the “Come Together” activity might be done in a combination of large
groups and small groups with the small group leaders turning to their small groups with the discussion
questions. Another large group leader may be the Bible story leader who leads the large group in the
telling of the Bible story. The children turn back to their small groups and the small group leaders to
enter into the discussion questions around the story and to use The Story Elementary Trading Cards.
The "Explore More” activities are entered into within the small groups. The skits are another part of the
large group time and are best done toward the end of the meeting time.

USING THE PARENTS’ PAGE )

Christian parents want to nurture their children in God’s stories in the Bible but often they feel they
don’t know how to do it. The Story curriculum includes a Parents’ Page for each lesson, which offers
parents ideas for interacting with their entire family around the week’s Bible story.

Each Parents’ Page offers ideas for how to use these pages in the family. The points for the Bible
story are included and families are given “Table Talk” questions that can be adapted for each age
level. These questions can be used to explore the Bible story at the dinner table, in the car, or at
other times when the family is together. Each Parents’ Page also includes a “Living the Faith” activity.
This might be a game, art project, or other fun activity the whole family can engage in around the
Bible story. And, lastly, these pages include an “Extra Mile” activity for those families who still crave
more learning activities around the week’s Bible story.

Families do not have to do all the activities in the Parents’ Page. Some weeks they may only get
to the “Table Talk” questions while other weeks they may find they have time to do more of the
activities and spend more time engaging with the Bible story.

LAUNCH ACTIVITY IDEA—MEET THE AUTHORS DAY )

Inspire children and their families to participate in The Story campaign with an exciting launch
event—Meet the Authors Day. This event will generate interest in what families will participate in
and learn at church and at home.
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Meet the Authors Day is an event that brings Bible characters who wrote books of the Bible to your
church. During this event, Bible authors will tell about their lives, answer questions, and even sign
autographs. Small groups will rotate between the many authors, listening and participating in the
presentations. Equipped with the knowledge that these authors wrote the books of the Bible they
will be studying throughout the year, children are sure to be attentive and want to know more.

Get volunteers to participate in the presentation. Adjust the following roles based on how many
volunteers you have. You may need to have fewer teams or each team can just include an author and
stage manager.

Basic sTePs FOR PLaNNING:

1. Set your date and location, making sure you have sufficient time and space for small groups of
children and adults to visit each character and participate in a story and Q&A time.

2. Get volunteers or other staff to participate in the presentation. Each team needs members to do
the following responsibilities:
The Author
* Knows 3-4 different “stories” he can tell about his or her life

Understory Character

® Prepares a 1-2 minute “story “concerning their involvement with the author/character.
Obeying God's will, thanking God, or beseeching God should be paramount.

* Possible Ideas: David's great-grandmother Ruth, pregnant Sarah with Abraham, the mother of
the baby saved by Solomon, the three sailors who threw Jonah overboard, the gospel writers,
Paul’s convert Lydia, or Cornelius

The Stage Manager

* |s responsible for everything that goes on “the stage”
® Makes sure that all costumes are secured
¢ Controls the conversational flow and the props for the stage

* May address the central actor, the understory actor, the facilitator, or the crowd
The Facilitator

* Controls the people who are around the area—asks if they want an autograph, do they have
questions, etc. Communicates to stage manager.

1. Choose these teams in advance and give them time to prepare sets, costumes, and scripts. This
could take several weeks or meetings.

2. Have a dress rehearsal, making sure you give sufficient time for each presentation and transition
from each station. People will be rotating from author to author.

3. Create excitement and buzz about this great event.
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PossiBLe QuUesTIONS FOR THE QaUTHORS

e What parts of the Bible did you write?

* How long did it take you?

* What language did you use when you wrote?

e Tell us about a time when God showed you something about himself.

e Of all the important things God had you write in our Bible, what is one important message you
want us to know?

* Do you think your message from a long time ago is still useful for us today?
* Was it hard to get people to listen and understand that you were working with God to help them?

* How did you feel when you first realized that God was going to use you as a helper to his people
here on Earth?

* Did you want to help God right away or was it hard to obey his Word and message?

* Did your family understand the reasons behind your work and writing?

Later ELemenTary ExTensions

When you gather into your classes/age groups, be prepared for the children to have questions

and comments about meeting the Bible authors. Discuss with them the importance of knowing
something about these great and wise church leaders whom God used to communicate his Word to
us and to the people of Bible times.

* Have the children work in pairs to write two or three more questions to give to the author(s)
of their choice. Pass these questions on and when the author revisits the classes, have the
questions addressed.

* Talk about the experience of meeting these authors. Why is it nice to meet people like this?
What can you learn?

e Discuss other Bible story authors whom the children would like to meet and why. Design
invitations for a particular author. Write questions that you might ask the author.

* Are there people today who are the equivalent of these Bible-time authors? Name them and
explain why they would be considered similar. Do people today need the guidance that God
gave through the original authors of the Bible? Why?

* Pair up the class or form small groups. Have the children write an introduction paragraph or two for
a book that is filled with messages from God specifically for children today. Share with the class.

THE STORY FOR KIDS: LATER ELEMENTARY PARENT LETTER )

Parents should be well aware by now that The Story campaign is taking place within your church.
They should already understand that church leadership would like the involvement of everyone in
the church family, from the youngest to the oldest.

Send home a letter to the parents of the children in your group to familiarize them with The Story For
Kids curriculum and its highlights for their child’s age/grade level. If you think it necessary, be sure
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to include the fact that The Story For Kids: Later Elementary uses the book The Story for Kids as an
additional resource. If your church is not providing that for your class, it may be helpful and fun for
children to have it on hand at home.

The following letter, or a version of it, can be copied and pasted onto church letterhead or
whatever you might use to send communications home to members. Be sure to encourage parental
involvement in the children’s program and follow-through at home. These two things are key to the
formation of their child’s faith as they move forward in the campaign.

Dear Parents:

Blessings to you and your family. Welcome to The Story for Kids! We are honored that your child
is participating in The Story for Kids Curriculum.

As you may know, this program has thirty-one lessons—thirty-one beautiful messages of God’s
love and care for his children. Each lesson is designed to make your child completely aware of
God's message through the Bible verses, Bible points, the stories, and various activities.

While we as a class explore God’s Word, we encourage you to extend that exploration to your
home. Share your own love of his Word with your child, talk about what you are learning in your
class, allow your child time to freely talk and ask questions about what they are learning. Be

sure to encourage your child to share Activity Sheets or to tell you the Bible story that has been
highlighted each week. Even allow him to tell you about some of the discussions that have taken
place and continue them at dinner or family reflection time. Look for the weekly Parents’ Page.
Read and do some of the included activities each week.

This is a family experience. God is the all-loving Father; we are his children. As The Story unfolds

for all of us here at share the experience with your child. We have
been blessed with this incredible story! Let’s help make our children incredible and faith-filled
storytellers.

God’s blessings,

( LESSON PLANNING )

Prepare in advance for your class. When you prepare in advance, you will be more comfortable with
the material, which will allow children to get the most from the lesson. Children can ask questions
that do not have easy or immediate answers. In your preparation, try to prepare for questions your
class may ask. If you do not know the answer, do not make up an answer. Share with your class that
you do not know, and either look for the answer together or find the answer after class.

Seasoned teachers as well as new ones may find a lesson plan very helpful. Information from the
teacher lesson pages can be summarized into keywords and a glance at the plan will help if you get
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distracted. A lesson plan is also helpful for the volunteers or helpers in your classroom, so they are as
aware as you are what the intentions are for the day’s lesson.

As a teacher of elementary-age children, you already know children are very literal and want answers
but the older they get the more they want to stretch their imaginations and challenge you as the
teacher with their ideas and questions.

e Later elementary children can think beyond the facts and details to understand that there
is more to the story than what they can see. Challenge them by asking questions that make
children think and that possibly don’t have a right answer. Help them to distinguish between the
facts of the story and the assumptions we make.

¢ Challenge older children to apply the Bible point or verse to their lives by analyzing the verses
and thinking about how the verses could apply to their daily lives. Children can rewrite verses or
points in their own words or perform Bible stories as skits, songs, or raps. Challenge children to
evaluate the choices made by Bible characters and to think about how different choices could
have affected the outcome.

* Relate things right back to them; children, no matter what age, are naturally egocentric and love
it when things are related back to them.

e Take into consideration that there are many learning styles. Some children love to listen to
stories being read, others love moving around and participating in the telling. Still others want to
be creative and draw or sculpt Bible characters or ideas. Make use of the variety of options that
are provided in the lesson pages. And be sure to add your ideas onto your lesson plan template.

* Review, review, review. Go over the Bible point and verse many times. Don't stick to just the
activity options that are here, but be creative. Dance, sing, clap, shout, and whisper the words
and ideas so that your class can more easily remember the details. This works for students of
every age.
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THE STORY FOR KIDS LATER ELEMENTARY LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE )7

Week

BisLe PoinT 1O TeacH:

GeneraL Goal(s):

SpeciFic OBlecTIVesS:

Requirep MaTeriaLs:

Stepr-By-Step ProceDuRres:

Come ToGceTHeR

Hear THe WoRrD

ExpLore MoRre

SuccesTions FoRr Inbperenpent/AT Home PRracTICe:

CLosure (sKkiT?):

ApapTaTions (For STupenTs wiTH Learninc DisaBiLiTies):

Extensions (For GiFrep StubenTs):
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THE BEGINNING OF LIFE AS WE KNOW IT

s
Bible Basis: Genesis 1:1-3:24
Key Verse: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. —Genesis 1:1, NIrV
Bible Point: God made everything there is. He made me to know him.

L Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 1: “The Beginning of Life As We Know It”

( STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: Optional: PowerPoint slide entitled Space View, computer and projection
equipment

Say, Let me ask you some challenging questions and see what you know. Display the Space View
slide and invite kids to tell you what they see. Then ask these questions. (If you're not using the slide,
go straight to the questions.)

* What is the speed of light? (186,286 miles per second)

* Which planets can you see without a telescope? (Depending on the time of year—Venus,
Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn.)

* What is the largest object in the universe? (Abell 3266, a comet-like ball of gas that is a
thousand million times bigger than the sun.)

* How many stars do scientists think there are? (70 sextillion; for added effect, write the number
on the board—70,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.)

After the questions, wrap up with a brief discussion:

e How do you feel when you think about how huge and amazing the universe is?

* What's the most amazing fact about the universe that you know?

Say, We are such a small part of the universe God created, but we are the part he cares about
the most. He created us to know him and be like him.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 1

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 1. You can also have the children find Genesis 1
and mark it in their Bible. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.
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In THe BeGinning

The Bible story has three parts, each with a different interaction from the children. Begin the Bible
story by explaining that the children will do an “anti-echo.” You will whisper a word, and they will
shout it back to you. Practice with any word you choose, then begin the story.

God made the world in six days. He made the (whisper) light and darkness. (Pause for kids to
echo.) He made the (whisper) seas and the sky. (Echo.) He made the (whisper) dry ground and
plants. (Echo.) He made the (whisper) stars and sun and moon. (Echo.) He filled the water and
the sky with (whisper) living things. (Echo.) God made every kind of creature on the Earth.
But he had one more thing to create.

In the second part of the story, children will mirror your actions.

Stand facing the children. If you move your right arm, they will move their left. If you turn to your
right, they will turn to their left. Choose any actions you like for kids to reflect. Have a child read
Genesis 1:26-27.

He created Adam and Eve and gave them the Garden of Eden to live in. God wanted
people—us—to reflect his glory. We can have many of the same qualities God has—like
love, kindness, creativity, and generosity. Let’s practice being mirrors to remember that we
are made in God'’s image and reflect God's glory.

In the final story section, the children will respond to cue words by saying, “Oh no!”

The time came when Adam and Eve had to make some choices. When | say, “Was that a
good choice?” You answer, “Oh no!”

God told Adam and Eve they could eat from anything in the garden except one tree. But
the serpent hated God and wanted Adam and Eve to think God lied. He told Eve she could
eat from that tree and she did. Was that a good choice? (Oh no!) Then Eve offered Adam
some fruit. Was that a good choice? (Oh no!) Then Adam ate the fruit. Was that a good
choice? (Oh no!) Then Adam and Eve tried to hide from God because they knew they had
disobeyed. Was that a good choice? (Oh no!)

God sent Adam and Eve out of the garden after that. But he never stopped loving them,
and he never wanted them to stop reflecting his glory. Even now, we still reflect God'’s
glory, and every day we can choose to be more like him.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 1.
Ask children to describe the picture on the card and tell what part of the story the picture shows. As
a class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:
* How did God feel about Adam and Eve?
* What does it mean that God made us in his own image? (We reflect his glory; we have the
ability to be like God in our characteristics.)

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.
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[ STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTiON 1: RiGHT anp WRoNnG
Stuff You Need: index cards

Before class, write one true or false sentence about today’s lesson on each card, or you can have
children write their own true or false sentences in class.

In class, have the children stand in the middle of the room. Explain to the children that you will read
one card at a time. If they think the statement is true, they should move to the right. If they think
the statement is false, they should go to the left. If children get the answer incorrect, take time to
look up the answer in the Bible. For more of a challenge, add sentences about the Bible passages
covered in The Story for Kids, Chapter 1.

OpTion 2: Garpen oF Eben

Stuff You Need: construction paper in a variety of colors, paper plates, glue, tape, scissors.
Optional: toothpicks, paper clips, other small tactile items

Say, God created the Garden of Eden as the perfect place for Adam and Eve to live. Let's make
our own 3-D versions of the Garden of Eden. Give each child a paper plate. Challenge them

to cut shapes from paper to represent items in the Garden of Eden and stand them up in a three-
dimensional picture on the plate. One method is to fold paper and cut the shape out of two layers
at once, leaving the fold uncut at the top of the shape. Bend the bottoms into short tabs that can be
taped to the plate to make the figure stand sort of like a pyramid. As the group works, engage them
in discussion.

* How do you think the world might have been different if Adam and Eve had not disobeyed
God?

e What will you remember most about today’s Bible story?

As you wrap up, say, Our God created an exciting world for us to live in. He made us to be like
him in many ways. No matter how many stars are in the universe, they can't know God the way
we can.

OpTiON 3: MY Garpen oF Epen
Stuff You Need: My Garden of Eden Activity Sheet, crayons

Optional: poster board, art supplies, markers

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk about the idea of a perfect world. Brainstorm the types
of things that might be in a perfect world. Have the children draw a version of their perfect world,
created by God, not man! Send home to share with their family.
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OpTion 4: CarinG For CreaTion
Stuff You Need: poster board, art supplies

God gave the world and all creation to us to use and care for the best we can. What are some
parts of creation that you use daily, that you feel you cannot live without?

How do you care for that creation?

How do you show God your appreciation?

Can one or two people make a difference?

Break the group into smaller groups of three or four students. Have each group choose one part of
God’s creation that needs more of humanity’s care and concern. Challenge each group to write up a

plan to present to God—showing him how they would protect creation.

Direct the group to describe the creation, name how and why it might need our attention, and three
to four ways they plan to carry out their plan.

Use poster board, markers, or other art supplies if needed to help illustrate their project. Present the
projects to the larger group.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

At the end of the lesson, pray together, praising God for his creation and asking God to help you
know him more. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 1,
Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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GOD BUILDS A NATION

Bible Basis: Genesis 12:1-15:21

Key Verse: “Abram believed the Lorp. The Lorp was pleased with Abram because he believed. So
Abram’s faith made him right with the Lorp.” —Genesis 15:6, NIrV

Bible Point: Abraham trusted God and obeyed. | can trust God, too.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 2: “God Builds a Nation”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: Optional: spoonful of sand

Say, Everybody count to ten! Pause and count as a group. Good, you’re great counters. Now I'll
say some numbers, and you tell me what comes next. Give a string of long, complicated numbers
and see if anyone can remember them well enough to tell you the next number correctly. For
instance, use 1,438,659; 719,534,172, 23,629,743. Congratulate anyone who is right. Then ask:

e Tell me something you wish you could have as much of as you want.

* Besides money, what are some good things to have a lot of?

Optional: Draw a square inch shape on paper. Dribble in enough sand to fill the square, but only
one layer deep. Ask kids how many grains of sand they think can fit in the square. You might want
to give a volunteer the opportunity to try to count. The answer is about 10,000! Wow!

Say, In our Bible story today, God promises Abraham he’s going to have a lot of something that
he doesn’t have any of! Let’s find out about that.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: Bible, The Story Elementary Trading Card 2

Optional: crepe paper rolls

Divide your class into four groups. Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 2. As you tell the
story, each group will move around your room to form a continuous border. If you have a small class,
have the children pass a roll of crepe paper down the row, unrolling it as it goes, and hold that in
place for a border. You can also have the children find Genesis 12 and mark it in their Bibles. Either
you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed throughout the story.

Read Genesis 12:1-2. Abram trusted God, so he packed up all his tents and everything he
owned and left Haran, even though he didn’t know where he was going.
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Send one-fourth of your class to stand along one edge of your space.

What do you need to build a great nation? Land and people—and Abram didn’t have either
one, but he trusted God.

Move another group to a second edge of your space. Pace around within the borders being created.

Abram moved to Canaan. Read Genesis 13:14-15. Abram trusted God, so he packed his
tents again and kept moving.

Move another group to a third edge.

In Hebron, Abram built an altar to the Lord. Read Genesis 14:5-6 Abram trusted God, so he
worshiped God. He went wherever God told him to go.

Move the last group to the fourth edge.

When Abram was 99 years old, God came to him and said, “You will be the father of many
nations. Your name will now be Abraham. Nations and kings will come from you. | will be
their God.” Abraham was very old and didn’t have any children, but he trusted God. And
one day it all came true! Abraham had a son, who had two sons, and they had sons, and
those sons formed new nations full of land and people. Abraham trusted God and obeyed.
We can trust God to keep his promises, too!

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 2.
Ask children to look at the picture and try to count the stars. As a class, read the key verse from the

back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* What did Abraham trust God for in this story?

* How does Abraham'’s story affect how you feel about trusting God?

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

[ STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OrpTiONn 1: ABRaHam'’s Journey
Stuff You Need: Abraham'’s Journey Activity Sheet, string or yarn, markers, glue

Optional: PowerPoint slide entitled Abraham’s Journey, projection equipment, and star stickers

Say, Abraham didn’t always know where he was going, but he trusted God to lead him safely.
Let’s make a reminder of Abraham'’s trust. Give an activity sheet to each child. Have the children
label key spots along Abraham’s journey (Haran, Canaan, Hebron). Encourage the children to add
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small reminders of the promises God made. Then use string or yarn and glue it down along the path
Abraham took. If desired, the children can add a starry background to the map.

* How did Abraham show that he was trusting God?

* How can you show that you are trusting God?

Close by saying, Abraham trusted God and obeyed him. You can trust God's promises, too.

OpTiOn 2: Too Many To CounT

Stuff You Need: scrap paper, pencils, four sets of items to count, watch with second hand

Play this game in groups of six to eight. The items to count can be simple things, such as pennies,
buttons, paper clips, construction paper squares, or sticky notes in a stack. Set out one item at each
of four stations around the room. Make sure there’s a different number of each item and enough to
be challenging to count accurately and quickly. Give each player paper and a pencil.

Say, On Abraham’s journey, God kept giving him things to count, and it wasn’t easy! Explain
that the children will go on a journey to four stations. At each station they’ll find something to count.
They should count the items and record their answers. When everyone has played, compare answers
and see if anyone counted the same. If you have an odd number, someone can be the timekeeper.
Say, “Go,” and let the first player start. When that player moves to the second station, the next
player begins. Keep time to see how long it takes the whole group from start to finish. If you have
time, scramble up the number of items at each station and play again to try to beat the group time.
Then discuss these questions:

* How are God's promises like something we can’t count?

e Tell me something you'd like to trust God for.
Close by saying, God always keeps his promises, so we can trust him.
OpTion 3: | TRusT

Stuff You Need: paper and pencils

Optional: video recording device

Encourage children to think about trusting God. Talk about the following questions:

How did Abraham trust God in today’s Bible story?

Do you know other Bible characters who trusted God?

How can you trust God this week?

Have the children use what they have thought of in the previous questions to write a song about

trusting God. Some children may find it easier to write new words to a familiar tune instead of
making their own. If you have a video recording device, record the final song.
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OpTION 4: GOD’s PROmIses
Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, concordance

Let the group know you are going to talk about promises. Have volunteers define the word
“promise” and give examples of promises that were made to them. Ask:

How important are promises?

Do people take promises seriously?

Have the children make a list of promises that God has made. They can start with promises they
know and then use Bibles and a concordance to find more promises God has made. When time is
ending or children are becoming restless, ask:

Which of God'’s promises means the most to you? Why?

How seriously does God take his promises?

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

At the end of the lesson, pray together, listing specific ways the children want to trust and obey God
this week. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 2, Activity
Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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JOSEPH: FROM SLAVE TO DEPUTY PHARAOH

Bible Basis: Genesis 37:1-36; 39:1-23; 41:1-45:7

Key Verse: Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. ... You planned to harm me. But God planned it
for good.” —Genesis 50:19-20, NIrV

Bible Point: God worked things out for Joseph’s good. God knows what's good for me.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 3: “Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Get the children’s attention by mooing loudly. Get everyone to moo with you. Then give a signal for
everyone to stop. Say, Let’s see what you know about cows. Ask the following questions and let
the group guess the answers:

* How many hours a day does a cow spend eating? (Six)

* How many gallons of milk does the average cow produce each day? (Ten)
* How long does a cow live? (Up to 25 years)

* How much does a cow weigh? (1,400 pounds)

* How much water does a cow drink in a day? (As much as a bathtub full)

* How many glasses of milk does a cow produce in her lifetime? (200,000)
Then ask:

* How are cows good for humans?

* If cows get too skinny, how does that affect humans?

Say, Cows are an important part of our Bible story today. Let's find out what Joseph had to say
about them.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, From Pit to Palace Emotions Activity Sheet,
pencils, The Story Elementary Trading Card 3

Give an Activity Sheet and pencil to each child. Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 3,
pausing throughout the story for children to draw the emotions mentioned on their papers. Explain
that they will use these circles to draw the emotions of Joseph and the other characters in the story.
You can also have children find Genesis 37 and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your
class can read the Scripture passages listed throughout the story.
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From PiT TO PaLace

When you come to a word appearing in bold, pause and give the kids a quick moment to sketch the
emotion in one of the circles on their paper.

Read Genesis 37:3-4. Joseph'’s ten older brothers were jealous. (Pause and ask kids to sketch
what “jealous” looks like.) One day the brothers had a chance to make Joseph worried (pause).
Some of them wanted to kill him, but they threw him in a dry well instead. Imagine Joseph's
surprise (pause). Then the brothers decided to sell Joseph to a group of traders who were
passing. The brothers were glad (pause) to be rid of Joseph, and that's how Joseph ended up in
Egypt as a slave.

Even though he was a slave, Joseph had a pretty good job in Egypt with a lot of responsibility.
People depended on him, and he always did a good job. Then one day someone told some
lies about him, and that's how Joseph ended up in prison. I'm sure Joseph was shocked (pause)
and confused (pause). But once again, Joseph did a good job and ended up with a lot of
responsibility even in prison. He never gave up on being hopeful (pause).

After a few years, Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, started having bad dreams about fat cows and
skinny cows. He didn’t understand what these crazy dreams meant and was puzzled (pause)

and exhausted (pause) from not sleeping. So Pharaoh asked Joseph. Joseph explained that

the seven fat cows meant Egypt would have seven good years with plenty of food. But the
seven skinny cows meant there would be seven bad years without enough food for everyone.
Joseph told Pharaoh to save food during the good years to feed everyone during the bad years.
Pharaoh was pleased (pause). Because of that great idea, Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of
saving food. Read Genesis 41:39-40. Joseph could have been proud (pause), but he wasn't.

Years later, people from all around came to Egypt looking for food. Joseph'’s ten older brothers
were part of that crowd. They had no idea what had happened to Joseph, and they didn’t
recognize him. Joseph could have been angry (pause), but he wasn’t. Joseph had to turn away
crying (pause). But Joseph didn’t tell his brothers who he was. Finally, though, Joseph couldn’t
take it any longer. He wanted to show his love (pause). Read Genesis 45:3 (pause), 4-5. That's
how Joseph ended up saving his whole family with sacks and sacks of food.

When Joseph'’s brothers put him in a dry well and then sold him as a slave, they wanted bad
things to happen to him. Instead, God worked out everything so that good things happened for
the brothers and lots of other people. God always has amazing ideas that we never think of!

When the story is finished, ask:

* How did God turn things around for good for Joseph?

* How would you like God to turn things around for good in your life?

Say, Time after time, Joseph had to trust that God knew best. We can learn a good lesson from
him!
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After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 3.
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you about the emotion shown in the picture. As a class,
read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

e Tell me how God made something good come out of the bad things for Joseph.
* Why are the feelings in this Bible story important to understanding what God did?

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTION 1: STORY PICTURES
Stuff You Need: pictures or items representing parts of the story, paper bag

Before class, gather at least five pictures or items that represent different parts of the story. You
might choose a colorful piece of cloth, an empty water glass, a pyramid, toy handcuffs, a stuffed
animal cow, and a family picture. Place all these items in a paper bag. Let each child draw an item
from the paper bag and explain what part of the story it represents. If you have more children than
items, pair children up.

When each item has been explained, discuss how Joseph trusted God throughout the story. Then
discuss how children could trust in God this week.

OpTion 2: Fat Cow Foop
Stuff You Need: paper lunch bags, colored duct tape, decorating supplies

Say, God used the circumstances of Joseph'’s life to provide food for untold numbers of people.
Joseph saved grain in warehouses then distributed it when the famine struck. Today we are
going to make reusable lunch bags that will remind you of when Joseph gave his brothers
sacks of food. Give each child a paper lunch bag and ask them to cover the bag with duct tape and
decorate it. On one side of the bag, have each child write, “God knows what's good for me.” As
they work, ask:

* What things are happening in your life that you'd like God to turn into something good?

* How can God use what happens in your life to help others?

Say, God knows what'’s best and can use anything for good.
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OpTION 3: Gop Knows Best DRama
Stuff You Need: Optional: Bible-time clothes

Have the children participate in a drama about today’s Bible story. Let the children use their Bibles
and The Story for Kids to help them, but encourage children to do the drama using their own words.
When children use their own words, you can not only check their understanding of the Bible story,
but the story and the lessons learned will stay with the children longer.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

At the end of the lesson, pray in small groups about situations the children would like to see God
work for good. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 3,
Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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OUT OF EGYPT

Bible Basis: Exodus 1:1-2:10; 3:9-10; 12:31-33; 13:21-22

Key Verse: Moses answered the people. He said, “Don’t be afraid. Stand firm. You will see how the
Lorp will save you today.” —Exodus 14:13, NIrV

Bible Point: God watched over Moses and his people. God watches over me, too.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 4: “Out of Egypt”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Gather the children together and ask if any of them have babysat or watched younger brothers and
sisters. Allow the children to tell stories about watching over younger children. After a few stories,
ask:

* What does it mean that you're watching over someone or something?
e Tell me about a time when someone was watching over you.

* How does it feel to watch over someone or something?

Say, In our Bible story today, we’ll see how God was watching over his people and running
interference for them.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 4
Optional: drum

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 4. You can also have the children find Exodus 2 and
mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

WaTtcH OuTt Hike

In today’s Bible story, the children will pretend they're on a hike and have to watch out for danger
ahead. Warm up by having the group use thumbs and forefingers to make rings around their eyes
and look around the room. Ask a student volunteer to lead the hike by calling out, “Hut, two, three,
four; hut, two, three, four” while the group marches in place in rhythm. You may want to give another
volunteer a drum to beat the rhythm. On your cue the marching stops. Continue with the next story
segment. Whenever children hear you say, “Uh-oh, watch out!” they should look around the room
through their finger glasses. Then resume marching until you give the signal again to stop.
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God's people lived in Egypt—but it wasn’t always a great life. They were slaves and had
to work hard to serve the Egyptians. Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, thought there were too
many Israelites, so he gave an order to throw all the Israelite baby boys in the river. Uh-oh,
watch out!

A baby boy was born to a family who trusted God. God was watching over this baby. His
mother kept him safe for three months. Read Exodus 2:3-4. Here comes somebody! Uh-oh,
watch out!

Read Exodus 2:5-9. God was really watching over him. The baby’s name was Moses.

When Moses grew up, God spoke to him. “l have seen the way the Egyptians are beating
down my people,” God said. Read Exodus 3:9-10. Uh-oh, watch out!

Moses was nervous about this big job from God! Pharaoh was a powerful king, and God’s
people were a big group. How was Moses going to get everyone out of Egypt? What
would happen when Pharaoh got angry? Uh-oh, watch out!

Moses talked to Pharaoh, but Pharaoh didn’t want to let the Israelites go. Who would do
all the work if the slaves left? But God had a plan. He made a lot of scary, nasty things
happen in Egypt. The river turned to blood. Icky bugs and frogs popped up everywhere.
The animals all got sick. Hail pounded the whole country. It was dark even in the daytime.
Pharaoh was stubborn through everything and wouldn’t let God'’s people go. Finally, God
decided to take away the oldest son from every Egyptian family. He told the Israelites to
paint a special stripe over their doors so this awful plague wouldn’t happen to them. That
did it for Pharaoh. He decided to let the Israelites go. Uh-oh, watch out!

Read Exodus 12:31-33. So that night, all God's people left Egypt. While they traveled, God
was always with them. During the day, the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud. At
night, he guided them with a pillar of fire. God never left his people.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 4.
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you about what happened before and after the event in
the picture. As a class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

e What does it mean to stand firm?

* How did the people in the story stand firm in scary times?

Say, God watched over Moses and his people, and he watches over you, too.
Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.
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( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTion 1: JumpPin’ FROGS
Stuff You Need: Green index cards

Say, One of the plagues that God sent to Pharaoh was the plague of frogs. There were frogs
everywhere. Frogs in bed; frogs in bread; frogs on head! Today we are going to make a jumpin’
frog to remind us that God watches over his people.

Give each child a green index card. One at a time, fold both top corners to the opposite edge of the
paper, then unfold. Fold the paper in half where the diagonal creases meet in the middle and then
open. Fold the paper in at the sides, using the diagonal creases, making a triangle on the top of the
card. Fold the uppermost triangles up to the top point. Fold the sides in to meet at the centerline.
Accordion-fold the bottom in thirds. Rub your finger down the back of the frog to make it jump.

OpTiOon 2: STanp FiRm Game

Stuff You Need: variety of items that make loud noises, such as pots and spoons, wooden blocks,
party noisemakers, bells; blindfolds

Say, Our Bible verse today reminds us to stand firm in scary times because God is there with us.
Let's play a game to see how well we can stand firm. Remind children of the verse you read from
the card. Practice saying it together. Then have children take turns wearing a blindfold and turning
their backs to the group. Someone else in the group can choose an item that makes a sudden noise,
creep up on the blindfolded player, and make a loud noise. See if the blindfolded player can stand
firm and not be startled by the noise. Play as many rounds as you have time for. Let children be
creative about using other items from around the classroom as long as no one will get hurt. After
everyone has had a turn to be blindfolded, say:

e Tell me about something that might happen to you that would make it hard to stand firm.

e Tell about a way that God saves you when you're scared.

Say, Moses was nervous sometimes. We all get scared. But God is always there, ready to help.

OpTION 3: EXODUS WORD SearcH
Stuff You Need: Exodus Word Search Activity Sheet, highlighters

Give an activity sheet to each child. Briefly review the story of Moses and Pharaoh with the class. Talk
about key words. Have them solve the puzzle.
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OpTiON 4: MIRacLeS

Stuff You Need: construction paper, markers, decorating supplies

We hear so many stories about how people have been protected and survived accidents, bad
storms, robberies, illness, or other disasters. People call these miracles.

Talk about some recent events such as the ones above.

* Why do you think that some people are kept safe while others are not?
e Tell me all the ways God watched over his people in this Bible story.

* Tell me some ways God watches over you.

Say, God is always there to watch over us and guide us, just like he was with Moses and his
people.

On construction paper have each student write a thank-you prayer to God for watching over us.
Decorate with art supplies and display.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Thank God for watching over you. Encourage the children to thank God for a specific way he has
watched over them. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card
4, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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NEW RULES

s
Bible Basis: Exodus 19:1-8; 20:1-17
Key Verse: [God's people] answered with one voice. They said, “We will do everything the Lord has
told us to do.” —Exodus 24:3, NIrV
Bible Point: God gave us rules so we can know him. | can know God by learning his laws.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 5: “New Rules”

.

( STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: whiteboard or large paper, markers

Say, Wash your hands before you eat. Red means stop, green means go. Do your homework

before playing video games. We have rules all around us, in every part of our lives. But what
makes a good rule? Invite answers and be ready to write down everything the children say about
the requirements of a good rule.

e Tell me some examples of good rules.

¢ If you had to make up a good rule right now, what would it be?

Say, Good rules have a purpose. They're not just for bossing people around, but for keeping them
safe and learning good habits. Our Bible story today is about the rules God gave his people.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, copies of the Ten Commandments Activity
Sheet, pencils, The Story Elementary Trading Card 5

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 5. You can also have the children find Exodus 20
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

RuLes For Gob’s PeopLe

For today’s Bible story learning, the children will use the Ten Commandments Activity Sheet to
identify God's new rules for his people. Set up for this activity with the following explanation:

After hundreds of years of living in Egypt, God'’s people left that land. God wanted to take
them to their own land and chose Moses to lead them. But first, while the Israelites were
in the desert, God gave Moses some rules the Israelites needed to follow if they wanted to
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stay God's special people. While Moses was on Mount Sinai listening to God, God gave him
ten rules—or commandments—for the people to follow. God wrote them out on two big
stone tablets and took them to the people. God said, “lI am the Lorp your God. | brought
you out of Egypt. That is the land where you were slaves.”

Give an activity sheet and a pencil to each child. Explain that the words are the Ten Commandments
but without punctuation or capitalization at the beginning of a sentence. The task is to identify the
ten separate commandments. Warn them that the words “Do not” don't always signify the beginning
of a new commandment. Allow children to work in pairs or small groups. Write the number of each
commandment over the first word that it begins with. Overachievers may like to add punctuation and
capitalizations. Provide ample time to work on this, then come back together to go over answers.
Check students’ answers by reading Exodus 20:1-17. Use this time to explain any concepts that may
be confusing. For instance, misusing the name of God is using it in a way that does not give God
honor. Adultery is breaking promises you make when you get married. Giving false witness is lying.

Here is the correct division of commandments:

1. Do not put any other gods in place of me.

2. Do not make statues of gods that look like anything in the sky or on the Earth or in the waters.
Do not bow to them or worship them.

3. Do not misuse the name of the Lorp your God. The Lorp will find guilty anyone who misuses his
name.

4. Remember to keep the Sabbath day holy. The seventh day is a Sabbath in honor of the Lorp your
God. Do not do any work on that day.

5. Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long time in the land the Lord your God is
giving you.

Do not commit murder.

Do not commit adultery.

Do not steal.

Do not give false witness against your neighbor.

© 0 © N O

10. Do not long for anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Wrap up the Bible study time by saying, Moses went and told the people all of the Lorp’s words
and laws. They answered with one voice. They said, “We will do everything the Lorp has told us
to do.”

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 5.
Ask the children to look at the picture and read the Ten Commandments on the card. As a class, read

the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* Why did God give his people these rules?

* How did the people respond to God'’s rules? How do you respond?

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.
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STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTion 1: Do EverYTHING Game
Stuff You Need: copies of Do Everything Activity Sheet, pencils, paper, Bibles

Bookmark Exodus 19:8 in one or more Bibles and leave them where children will find them. Give

an activity sheet and pencil to each child. Explain, This is a “Do Everything” game. Your paper
tells you what you have to do. When you've done each task, mark it off. You can do them in
any order you want, but you must do them all. Read through the list and make sure everyone
understands the tasks. If you'd like, you can say the challenge is to see how long it takes for
everyone to do all the things on the list, then keep time while children move around the room. When
everyone is finished, gather for a discussion.

e What did the Bible verse that you read say?

e | gave you ten things to do, and they were pretty easy. How do you feel about what God
asks you to do in his rules?

Optional: Ask the children to guess how old the Ten Commandments are. The answer is
around 3,500 years, yet people still read and follow them all over the world. Wow!

Say, This was just a game, but God’s rules have a purpose. God gave us the rules so we can
know him better. When we learn and follow God's laws, we get closer to God himself.

OpTion 2: MemoRry Times THRree
Stuff You Need: copies of New Rules Activity Sheets printed on card stock or sturdy paper, scissors

Optional: small resealable plastic bags

This is a familiar memory game format with the added challenge of finding three matching cards
rather than two. Have children form groups of three or four. Give each group copies of the activity
sheets and have them cut apart the cards. Groups can scramble the cards, then lay out 30 cards in

a grid, words down, and play a game of “memory.” Each player turns over three cards. To make

a match, the number, commandment, and Bible verse must be about the same commandment. If
all three match, the player keeps them. If they don’t match, turn them word-side down again and
someone else takes a turn. If you'd like, you can give every child a set of 30 cards in a plastic bag to
take home to play with their family. Ask:

e Why did God give rules to his people?

* How can we learn about God by keeping his good rules?

Say, We don’t always know what's good for us, but God does. His rules help us stay safe from
things that hurt us while we learn to follow God'’s way.
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OpT1ion 3: No RuLes

Start playing a familiar game with your class. Change the rules, but don't tell them. They will most
likely tell you that you are not playing according to the rules. Play for a while, giving the children the
opportunity to figure out the new rules.

After most children have figured out the new rules, wrap up the game and discuss:

* Was it hard to play the game when you didn’t know the rules?
* How do we learn God's rules?

* Why are rules good for us? (Children generally see many rules as unfair and this may become
an energetic discussion. Encourage discussion and help them to see the reasoning behind some
rules.)

OpTiON 4: FoLLow GoD’s RuLes

Stuff You Need: white board or butcher paper, tape, markers

Talk more about rules and how the students follow the ancient Ten Commandments today.

Are there rules or commandments in everyday life? Brainstorm ten of these types of rules.

Have each student write rules or commandments they follow in everyday life on the board. These
can be rules from home, school, friendships, clubs.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together as a class, asking God to help us follow his rules this week. Make sure each child takes
home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 5, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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WANDERING

s
Bible Basis: Numbers 13:1-3, 17-33; 14:1-11, 22, 34-38
Key Verse: [Joshua and Caleb] said, “If the Lord is pleased with us, he’ll lead us into that land. ...
He'll give it to us.” —Numbers 14:8, NIrV
Bible Point: Joshua and Caleb trusted God. | can trust God no matter what.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 6: “Wandering”

-

( STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: two plastic containers with lids, appealing treat, trash

In one container, put an appealing treat. In the other, put some trash or something equally
unappealing. As you begin class, invite a couple of children up to inspect the two containers. Show
the contents of one container to one child and the other to the second child. Then ask each child to
give a report to the large group on what he or she saw. Make a rule that they can’t say the name of
what they saw; they must only describe the contents for the others. Have the large group vote which
container they think is better without seeing the contents for themselves. Then reveal the contents.

e | asked our volunteers to give a report. Tell me about a time when you gave a report.

* As you listened to the two reports, did you start to think you liked the report about the
treat better than the report about the trash? Why?

Say, What we say to other people can influence what they think. In our Bible story today, we’ll
find out how a report actually made people want to disobey God.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 6

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 6. You can also have children find Numbers 13 and
mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

SpyinG Out THe Lanp

This Bible story presentation is a drama a group of students can perform. If you'd like, make some
simple Bible-time costumes and props available. If you have a small group, double up on narrator
and spy lines.
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Narrator 1: Hundreds of years ago, God promised to make Abraham into a father of nations
and give him the land of Canaan. By the time of our story, Abraham had too many relatives to
count, and they were about to move into a new land—the land God promised.

Narrator 2: God spoke to Moses, the leader of the Israelites. He said, “Send some men to
check out the land of Canaan. | am giving it to the people of Israel.” So Moses sent 12 spies to
check out the land of Canaan.

Narrator 1: Moses had a lot of questions:

Moses: Are the people who live there strong or weak? Is the land good or bad? Do the towns
have high walls? Are there trees or not? Is it rich land or poor land? Inquiring minds want to
know. (Numbers 13:18-20b)

Spy 1: We spied our way through the desert and finally came to a valley.

Spy 2: And what a valley! We spied grapes growing so big that a single bunch took up a whole
branch. Two of us carried it on a pole.

Spy 3: Don't forget the figs and pomegranates.

Spy 1: We spied into the hill country and down by the Jordan River. It was like the land flowed
with milk and honey. This was good land!

Spy 2: But we also spied the cities, and the cities had high walls around them.
Spy 3: And we spied the people who lived behind the high walls. They were powerful!

Narrator 1: For 40 days, the 12 spies walked through the land God had promised to give the
Israelites.

Narrator 2: Finally, it was time to go home and give a report.

Moses: What have you got to say for yourselves?

Narrator 1: Ten spies gave one report.

Spy 1: It's a very good land, but the people who live there are big and scary.
Spy 2: Yeah, big and scary.

Spy 3: Yeah, really big and scary.

Narrator 2: But two spies gave a different report. Caleb stood up to talk.
Caleb: We should go up and take the land. We can do it!

Spy 1: We can't attack those people! They are stronger than we are.
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Spy 2: Yeah, big and scary!
Spy 3: Yeah, really big and scary!
Spy 1: Next to them, we are grasshoppers!

Narrator 1: The Israelites didn’t know what to think! They sobbed out loud during the night. But
Caleb and his friend Joshua were not going to give up. (Exodus 14:1)

Caleb: If the Lord is pleased with us, he'll lead us into that land. It's a land that has plenty of milk
and honey. He'll give it to us. Don't be afraid. The Lord is with us!

Narrator 2: But the people believed the ten spies. All the Israelites did was complain! God
decided to punish them for doubting he could defeat the large people of Canaan.

Narrator 1: God said only Caleb and Joshua could live in the Promised Land, because they
believed God and not the bad reports of the other spies. (Exodus 14:30)

Narrator 2: So for 40 years, the Israelites complained and wandered in the desert, until all the
grown-ups had died. Their children grew up and were ready to go into the new land God had
promised with Caleb and Joshua.

Narrator 1: We can always be confident in God's promise as we spy our way through the
adventures of our lives.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 6.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you why we remember Joshua and Caleb in this story.

As a class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

e What effect did the bad report of the ten spies have on the Israelites?
e What happens when we listen to what people say instead of what God says?

Say, Caleb and Joshua trusted God, even when the others didn’t. We can trust God no matter
what.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTion 1: EXPLORING THe LanD
Stuff You Need: books or pictures of the Holy Land

Let the children be spies for the Israelites to explore the land of Canaan. Provide books and photos
of the area for children to look through and learn about. Let them prepare their own report of the
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land. To make the children feel more like spies who are searching for information, hide the books
around your room or church and have an exploration. After the “spies” have returned and given
their report, ask:

* What happened when the people doubted what God could do?
* Why were Caleb and Joshua not influenced by the report of the ten spies?

Say, God promised to give his people a new land. Caleb and Joshua were confident that God
would keep his promise, and they didn’t let other people change what they thought.

OpTiON 2: Listen To WHOmM?
Stuff You Need: Listen to Whom? Activity Sheet.
Optional: assorted simple skit props

Print out a copy of the activity sheet. Cut apart the three scenarios. Have children work in groups to
prepare a skit that illustrates the scenarios. (If you have a large group, you can duplicate scenarios
and see how different groups handle the same situation.) Allow about 10 minutes planning and
practice time, then have each group present. Applaud all performances, then talk about:

® When you hear two different opinions about a situation, how do you decide who to listen to?

* How can today’s Bible story help you in situations like these?

Say, Caleb and Joshua were confident because they knew they were obeying God. Let God set
the standard for your decisions, not other people.

OpTion 3: TRusT Is THe Issue
Stuff You Need: Trust is the Issue Activity Sheet, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk about the trust that Caleb and Joshua must have had for
God's power and love. Talk about the fact that God knew he could count on Caleb and Joshua as
well. Who can you trust? What makes a person trustworthy? Split the group into small groups
and have them list on their papers the characteristics of a trustworthy person in their lives. Have the
groups circle the top five characteristics.

OpTion 4: TrusT Gop
Stuff You Need: Bibles, paper, pencils

Sometimes it is difficult to know who to trust. But we can always know that God keeps his
promises and can be trusted, no matter what.

Brainstorm with the large group what it means to be trustworthy. Name some people whom the
group feels are trustworthy all the time.
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Split the group into smaller groups and provide each group with a Bible, paper, and pencil. As a
group, find three times, other than the story of Caleb and Joshua, when God's people put their trust
in him, no matter what. Record them.

Have the groups choose one of the Bible stories (do not duplicate) and write a skit about God'’s
people and their trust in his love and promises. Share the skits.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Divide your class into groups of two or three. Have them pray together about areas in which they
need to trust God no matter what. They may want to pray that they will have courage like Caleb and
Joshua, to trust God even when it's not the popular choice. Make sure each child takes home a copy
of The Story Elementary Trading Card 6, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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THE BATTLE BEGINS

Bible Basis: Joshua 1:1-11; 2:1-24

Key Verse: Be strong and very brave. Make sure you obey the whole law. ... Then you will have
success everywhere you go. —Joshua 1:7, NIrV

Bible Point: God sent help for his people. God sends me to help, too.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 7: “The Battle Begins”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: masking tape

As you begin class, ask a volunteer to pull off ten feet of masking tape without tangling the tape.
This will be difficult, but let the volunteer struggle for a moment. Then invite suggestions. For
instance, one child can hold the roll while another pulls the tape and walks ten feet. When they have
a long strip, attach it to the floor. (Depending on your set-up, you might be able to use it for the
Bible verse game below.) Ask:

* Why was that a difficult thing for one person to do alone?

e Tell me something that is hard for you to do by yourself.

Say, We all have hard things to do. Sometimes we can do them alone, but sometimes it's okay
to ask for help. In our Bible story today, God uses someone to help his people.

[ STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 7, signs
with one of the following words on each: law, spies, Rahab, roof, rope, and three days

Optional: funky, colorful hat

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 7. You can also have the children find Joshua 1 and
mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

WHo Neebs HeLp Now?

Gather the prepared signs that say: law, spies, Rahab, roof, rope, three days. Recruit from one to
six helpers to carry the signs out and walk in front of you as indicated in the script. You may want
to have an adult assistant following the script to prompt the helpers. Helpers should walk right past
you, holding the sign for the audience to see. Optional: give children funky hats to wear.
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Read Joshua 1:1-2. “"Be strong and very brave. Make sure you ... | know there’s something

I'm supposed to remember here. | think | need some help. Signal for the first helper to carry

out the “law” sign. Pretend to stretch your neck to try to read it. Oh yes, “"Make sure you obey
the whole law my servant Moses gave you. Do not turn away from it to the right or to the

left. Then you will have success everywhere you go.” It helps to do just what God says.

Forty years earlier, Joshua had helped spy out the land. He remembered that the people in
Canaan were very strong, so he decided to ... what was it? | need some help here. Signal
for the helper with the “spies” sign. Oh yes, Joshua decided to send two spies into Jericho,
the first city the Israelites would attack. The spies could make sure everything was safe for
God's people to attack.

The spies got into Jericho, and there they met a woman named ... named ... what was her
name? I'm having a bad day! Signal for the helper with the “Rahab” sign to come out. That's
right, Rahab! Rahab lived in a house attached to the city’s huge wall. It turned out Rahab
knew about God and his plan, and she wanted to help keep the spies safe. It's always good
to have someone helping you out in a tough situation.

But then the king of Jericho heard the spies had come! He must have had some spies of
his own. He sent a message to Rahab. It said, “Bring out the men who came to your house.
They've come to check out the whole land.”

Rahab had heard the king’s spies coming and hid the Israelite spies ... | know she hid them
somewhere ... in the closet ... the crawl space ... no, that's not right. Where is that help
when | need it? Signal for a helper with the “roof” sign to come out. She hid them on her roof!
That's right, under a pile of flax plants. She told the messengers, "It's true the men were
here. Go after them quickly. You might catch up with them.” The king’s men left to hunt
down the Israelite spies.

Rahab went up to the roof to talk to the spies. She knew it was God'’s plan to give the land
to the Israelites. Read Joshua 2:12-14.

So Rahab let the spies down by ... let’s see, the front door wouldn’t work, and there was no
back door. Help! Signal for the helper with the “rope” sign to come. Rahab used a rope! She
let them down with a rope through the window. She had said to them, “Go up into the hills.
The men who are chasing you won’t be able to find you. Hide yourselves there for three
days until they return. Then you can go on your way.”

When the spies left, they went up into the hills. They stayed there for ... let’s see, how long
was that ... a week? No, that's too long ... Signal for the helper with the “three days” sign to
come. Three days! They stayed three days. By that time the men who were chasing them
had searched all along the road. They couldn’t find them.

Read Joshua 2:23-24. Joshua liked the spies’ report. He knew it meant God would take care
of them once they started fighting in Canaan. Joshua had all the Israelites pray and then
get ready to attack Jericho.
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God knew the spies would need some help, and he made sure Rahab was there to help
them. He knows when you need help, too. And, he even knows when you might be able to
be the one who helps.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card
7. Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about how the Israelites fought the battle of

Jericho. As a class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

e Why did the two men in the Bible story need help?
* How did God provide the help they needed?

Say, God sent help for his people. God might send us to help someone, too.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTION 1: BiBLe Verse CRumpLe
Stuff You Need: paper, markers, bins or baskets, whiteboard or newsprint, blindfolds

Have the children form groups of four to six and give each group paper and markers. Ask them to write
these segments from the verse on full sheets of paper: Be strong / and very brave / Make sure you

/ obey the whole law. / Then you will have success / everywhere you go. Also write the verse on the
board. During class, read the verse together. Have the children tightly crumple up the sheets and put
them in a basket. For extra fun, add some crumpled blank sheets as well. Set the baskets about ten feet
away from the starting area. Children will take turns running to the baskets in pairs. One person in the
pair will be blindfolded. The person who can see is not allowed to touch the papers. The blindfolded
player follows the seeing player’s instructions to uncrumple paper to find the next verse segment. If they
open a sheet that is the wrong segment, they should crumple it again and keep looking. The next pair
finds the next part of the verse. Play until the whole verse is assembled. After the game, ask:

* How does this verse apply to the people in our story?

* How does this verse apply to you?

Say, Sometimes the people God sends to help us show us how to be strong and brave, the way
Rahab helped the spies. Don't forget to look for ways you can help, too.

OpTiON 2: JericHO's WaLLs
Stuff You Need: construction paper, markers, scissors, glue, poster board

Say, Jericho had a high, thick wall all the way around the city. Rahab’s house was actually part
of the wall, and she used a window to help the spies escape to safety. Invite children to work
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together to build as much as possible of a city wall out of construction paper. Fold a sheet of paper
in half, then in half again in the same direction. Tape the open edges together to form a hollow
square or rectangle, or overlap the end segments to form a hollow triangle. Glue pieces to the
poster board and each other. Use various widths of paper for different size elements. Draw windows
or other features with markers. Build as much of the wall as you have time for. As children work, talk
about:

* What parts of this story encourage us to accept help from other people?

* What parts of this story encourage us to give help to other people?

Say, Sometimes God'’s help comes in the form of other people. | hope you'll be willing to let
God use you to help others, too.

OpTion 3: JosHua Gets HeLp
Stuff You Need: Joshua Gets Help Activity Sheet, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Pair the children up and have them try to solve the puzzle. It says
“Rahab helped Joshua. We should be ready to help people too.”

OpTion 4: We ALL Neep HeLP SomeTimes

Stuff You Need: craft paper, markers or crayons

Everyone needs help now and then. Sometimes that help can come from an unlikely source, like
a little brother or a stranger.

Have volunteers tell about times they received help from someone they never would have expected.
Why didn’t they expect help from this person?

Did you remember to show your appreciation to this person?

Have you ever helped anyone and surprised them with your assistance?

Think of a time that God has helped you. With craft paper and markers or crayons design a
thank-you card for someone who has helped you—this can be God!

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together that you will have faith and believe in God's promises. Make sure each child takes
home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 7, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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A FEW GOOD MEN ... AND WOMEN

Bible Basis: Judges 16:1-31

Key Verse: Samson said, “Lord and King, show me that you still have concern for me. Please, God,
make me strong just one more time.” —Judges 16:28, NirV

Bible Point: God helps those who turn to him. | can depend on God.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 8: “A Few Good Men ... and Women”

( STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: table, two chairs

As you begin, say, Who's feeling strong today? Let's see if you really are. Invite children to arm
wrestle. (Don't force anyone who doesn’t want to.) If your group is large, you might have a couple of
volunteers wrestle where everyone can see. With a small group, pairs can wrestle at a table. Make
sure children understand the rules. They can only use one arm, must stay seated, and elbows must
stay on the table. Talk about:

e Tell me some other ways to know if someone is strong.

* How do people become strong?

Say, In our Bible story today, we’ll meet someone who was very strong, but what made him
strong was his secret.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 8

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 8. You can also have the children find Judges 16
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

Samson’s STRenGTH

Ask three fluent readers to be narrators for this story. Ask others to play the non-speaking roles of
Samson, Delilah, and a group of Philistine leaders. These children will act out what they hear the
narrators saying. For instance, when the narrator says, “Delilah tied up Samson”, the actors will
mime this action. If you'd like, you can have some simple props on hand, such as belts for lengths of
leather, clotheslines for rope, and simple furniture for a set. Remind the narrators that they may need
to pause for actors to catch up with the action.
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Narrator 1: Even after God's people moved into the land he had promised them, they had
enemies. But they also had some heroes. When Samson was born, God made him really strong.
He was so strong, he even ripped up lions for fun.

Narrator 2: No one could beat Samson, especially the Philistines—the enemies. The Philistines
wanted to know Samson’s weakness. They got their chance when Samson fell in love with a
woman named Delilah.

Judges 16:5-6
Judges 16:7-9
Judges 16:10-12
Judges 16:13a-b

Narrator 1: A loom was a big contraption for weaving cloth and rugs. So while Samson was
sleeping, Delilah took hold of the seven braids of his hair. She wove them into the cloth on a loom
and called for the Philistine leaders to come again. Then she called out, “Samson! The Philistines
are attacking you!” But when Samson woke up, he pulled up the loom without any trouble.

Narrator 2: Now Delilah was fuming mad. She said, “How can you say you love me when you
won't share your secret with me?” Day after day, she nagged him about his secret. Nag, nag,
nag. Pester, pester, pester.

Judges 16:17

Narrator 1: Delilah had one more chance to get that money! She sent one more message to the
Philistine leaders and they came with all the money they promised her. Delilah got Samson to fall
asleep on her lap. Then she called for a man to shave off the seven braids of his hair.

Narrator 2: Then she called out, “Samson! The Philistines are attacking you!” Samson woke
from his sleep and thought he could just shake himself free like the other times. He didn’t know
the Lord had left him.

Narrator 3: The Philistines grabbed Samson and poked his eyes out. They put bronze chains
around him and made him grind grain in the prison day after day. Samson had a lot of time
to think about what he had done and what God could do. He had a lot of time to worry. And
Samson’s hair began to grow back.

Narrator 1: One day the Philistines were having a huge party in the temple of their god. Some
party guests called for Samson to put on a show for them.

Narrator 2: Samson knew this was his chance. He had made a huge mistake when he got
involved with Delilah, but now he wanted to do the right thing. He wanted to show these
enemies the power of the one true God. So he said to the servant who was guiding him, “Put
me where | can feel the pillars that hold this temple up.”
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Narrator 3: Read Judges 16:28. Then Samson reached for the two pillars and leaned hard
against them. God had given him his strength back, and he pushed the pillars over. The whole
building collapsed!

Narrator 1: Though he lost his strength when he cut his hair, Samson knew God would still hear
him pray. He knew he could depend on the Lord. God gave Samson the strength to do one
more superhero feat. We can depend on God!

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 8.
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you what happened to Samson’s strength. As a class, read

the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* What mistakes did Samson make in today’s story?

¢ How did God show that he doesn’t leave his children?

Say, Even though Samson made some huge mistakes, he turned back to God. When Samson
needed him most, God was there.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

[ STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTION 1: BRAID OF STRENGTH
Stuff You Need: three lengths of clothesline about five feet long each, duct tape

Say, Samson was famous all through the land for his strength. Even the last thing he ever did
showed that his strength came from God. God set him apart from birth, and he never cut his
hair. Despite his mistakes, Samson learned he could depend on God. The Bible says he had
seven braids of hair. Explain that you're going to work together to make a group braid. (If you

have a large class, make several braids.) Use duct tape to secure one end of the three lengths of
clothesline to a table top, close together. Demonstrate how to braid by moving one of the side
lengths to the middle, then moving the other side length to the new middle. Have children take
turns braiding and completing this sentence: “| depend on God when | " Keep taking turns
and braiding until you finish the length of clothesline. Use duct tape to secure both ends so the rope
doesn’t unravel. You can display the braid in your classroom for a future reminder of this lesson. Ask:

* Why did Samson want God to make him strong one last time?

* What can we learn from God's response to Samson'’s last request?

Say, Samson’s story teaches us that when we turn to God, he’s there to help. We can depend on
God.
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OpTion 2: BaLLoon STReNGTH
Stuff You Need: balloons, plastic trash bag, oversized sweatpants and sweatshirt.

Optional: newspapers

Gather a set of sweat clothes for every six to eight children you expect. Ahead of time, inflate five
or six balloons for each group, tie them closed, and store in the plastic bag. Say, Samson was
famous for his strength. Choose one person from your group to wear the sweat clothes, then
use the balloons as muscles to make the person look strong. Children can also use newspaper to

supplement the balloons. Allow a few minutes to work, then have the models show off their muscles.
Ask:

* Where did Samson’s strength really come from?

* How can what we learn from Samson help us in our lives?

Say, Samson made some big mistakes, but when he turned to God, God was there. No matter
what we do, God stays with us.

OpTiON 3: CHOICES
Stuff You Need: Choices Activity Sheet, markers

Give an activity sheet and marker to each child. Talk with the group about the fact that Samson did
get his strength from God and that there were some responsibilities attached to that gift. When
Samson chose to tell Delilah his secret, he made a bad choice when it came to this special gift.
Is it easy or hard to make right choices? On the Activity Sheet, there are six scenarios with two
choices each. Have the children shade in the side of the barbell with the choice they would make.
Some of the scenarios do not have one wrong and one right answer. Use the children’s answers

to promote discussion in class. Make sure to send this Activity Sheet home so the discussion can
continue at home.

OpTION 4: STRENGTH Comes FrRom GobD
All of our strength comes from God.

* When we keep our bodies healthy, exercise, and respect our bodies, he helps us stay physi-
cally strong.

* When we work hard in school and use the intelligence God has given us, we become strong
in mind.

* When we show respect and love for the people God has put in our lives, we become strong
at heart.

Talk to the group about the strengths that we each have. What made them strong in these areas?

It is important for us to recognize that everyone has many strengths so we can use the gifts we have
from God to glorify him. It is also important to realize that if we feel weak we should ask God for
guidance and help in developing strengths that we have or need.
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Do the following activity:

Have the entire group stand and go the left side of the room. Stand in a line if possible. Let the
children know that as you give them directions they must be honest and they must respect others
in the group. Give the following directions, making sure you are giving the group enough time to
follow the directions.

e Step forward three steps if you are physically strong.

* Walk to the door if you are smart in math.

* Go to the center of the room if you are a good friend.
* Go back to your original spot if you are a good athlete.

e Sit down if you have been kind to someone today.

Continue as long as you like with this to illustrate the many strengths that your class has. Say a prayer
as a group, thanking God for the strengths you all have and promising him that you will use your
strength for good.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together that you will turn to God and depend on him. Make sure each child takes home a copy
of The Story Elementary Trading Card 8, Activity Shee(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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THE FAITH OF A FOREIGN WOMAN

Bible Basis: Ruth 1:1-2:23

Key Verse: May the Lorp reward you for what you have done. May the Lorp, the God of Israel bless
you richly. —Ruth 2:12, NIrV

Bible Point: Boaz and Ruth are kind to others. | please God when | am kind.
Resource: The Story For Kids, Chapter 9: “The Faith of a Foreign Woman”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: Optional: trophies or award ribbons

Open with a discussion about the difference between awards and rewards. If you brought in trophies
or award ribbons, show them now and talk about what they were for. Ask the children to talk about
the difference between award and reward. An award is something you earn by hard work and
accomplishment. A reward is something you might get for doing a good deed or doing something
that someone else wants you to do. “Re” is a clue that the word means you get something back.

e Tell me about a time when you got an award or a reward.

* How does the possibility of a reward motivate you to do the right thing?

Say, In today’s Bible story, we’ll meet some people who did the right thing without hoping for a
reward.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 9, Word
Bank PowerPoint slide and projection equipment, or whiteboard and marker

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 9. As you come to words in the word bank throughout
the Scripture passages, allow children to add the words from the bank. You can also have children
find Ruth 1 and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture
passages listed throughout the story.

RutH Is Kinp

In this story, you'll find blanks. Pause at each blank and ask the children to supply the correct word
by choosing a word from the Word Bank: grain, Ruth, Boaz, Naomi, field, Moab, Bethlehem, mother-
in-law, gather. If you'd like, you can give some kind of visual cue about which word to choose, such
as using a pointer.
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After some good years, things got tough in Israel. A woman named Naomi and her family
moved to the country of (Moab), where there was food. Her sons grew up and
married women from (Moab). But then sadness came to (Naomi). Her
husband died. And then her sons died. And so (Naomi) decided to go back home
to Israel. She had heard Israel had food now. The wife of one of her sons decided to go
with her. This young woman'’s name was (Ruth).

Now Ruth had never lived in Israel before. She would be a foreigner there. But she loved

her (mother-in-law) and wanted to stay with (Naomi). So they traveled
together to Israel and lived in a town called (Bethlehem).

Read Ruth 2:2. So Ruth went out to (gather) the (grain). It turned out that she
was working in a (field) that belonged to a man named (Boaz).

Boaz saw the young woman and spoke to the man who was in charge of his workers. He
asked, “Who is that young woman?”

The man replied, “She is from (Moab). She came back from there with
(Naomi). She said, ‘Please let me pick up the (grain) that is left in the
(field)." She has been working there from morning until now. She took only one short rest.”

So the man named (Boaz) said to the young woman from (Moab), "Stay in
my (field). Don't pick up (grain) in any other (field.) When you
are thirsty, go and get a drink.”

The woman named (Ruth) bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked,
“Why are you being so kind to me? I'm from (Moab)."”

Boaz replied, “I've heard about everything you have done for your (mother-in-law)

since the death of your husband. | know you came to live with people you didn’t know.”
Read Ruth 2:12

When it was time to eat, the man named (Boaz) said to (Ruth), "Have
some bread.” She ate all she wanted. She even had some left over.

Ruth got up to (gather) more (grain). She worked in the (field)
until evening. Then she separated the barley from the straw and carried it back to town. At
home, her (mother-in-law) saw how much Ruth had gathered. She asked, “Where
did you pick up (grain) today?”

Read Ruth 2:19b-20a.

Ruth was kind to (Naomi.) Boaz was kind to (Ruth). They were not kind
because they wanted something back. They were kind because it was the right thing to do.
We aren't kind to others to get a reward from people, but God blesses us when we are kind.
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After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 9.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about the character qualities found in Ruth and
Boaz. As a class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

e Tell me some examples of kindness from this Bible story.
e Why do you think Boaz and Ruth were so kind to others?

Say, Boaz and Ruth pleased God with their kindness to others. You can think of ways to please
God with kindness, too.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

[ STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTion 1: GRaIn anb STRaW
Stuff You Need: packing peanuts, coffee filters, tubs or boxes

Set out tubs of packing peanuts at the start line. Set out empty tubs or boxes at the finish line. Use
one set of tubs for each team. Explain, What Ruth did in Boaz’s field is called gleaning. That
means she was picking up what was left over after the harvesters had been through the field
and tied up bundles of grain. In this game, we're going to pick up leftovers. Have the children
form groups of four. (If your class is small, use groups of two.) Two players on each team will reach
into a tub of packing peanuts and try to carry what they grab to the other side of the room and put
it in a tub there. The other two players from each team will carry coffee filters to use as baskets. They
will pick up what the first two players drop along the way. See which group ends up with the most in
the tub at the finish line.

* In the Bible story, how did Ruth show kindness to Naomi? How did Boaz show kindness to
Ruth?

e Tell me some ways you can show kindness to other people.

Say, Boaz and Ruth are good examples of being kind to others. We please God when we are kind.

OpT1ion 2: Kinbness CHarabes

Stuff You Need: index cards or scrap paper, markers, basket

Say, Our Bible story was about people who showed kindness to others. Let's think of some ways
to show kindness and see if we can guess them. Have the children think of ways to show kindness
and write them on index cards. Fold the cards at least in half and put them in a basket. Have children
take turns drawing a card from the basket and miming the action on the card for others to guess. If
you'd like, assign children to teams and have one team act while the other guesses. Use standard
rules and signals for playing charades. Then talk about:
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® Which of these kindness ideas do you think you could do for someone?

* When do you think you can show kindness to others?

Say, Boaz and Ruth showed kindness on regular days in their regular lives. That's what God
wants us to do. We please him when we are kind.

OpTion 3: THank You!
Stuff You Need: copies of Thank You! Activity Sheet, card-making supplies

Give an activity sheet to each child. Brainstorm as a group about the many people from the church
congregation who have shown them kindnesses—either personally or as a group. Be sure to add
the pastor, pastor’s wife, and other church personnel if they are not mentioned by the children. Have
the children design a thank-you card for someone on the list. Encourage them to be specific in their
message to the person they are thanking. Decorate these and deliver during the next week. Let
students make more than one card if they want.

OpTion 4: Acts oF Kinbness

Stuff You Need: Bibles, paper, pens

For quite a while there was a movement for people to do random acts of kindness. Brainstorm with
the group a list of kind acts the students do or have done in the past. Talk about whether it is easy to
be kind to some people and not to others and why they think that is so.

Talk about some people whom the class thinks are kind. What makes a person kind?

Break the group into small groups and give each group a Bible, paper, and pen. Have each group
find three instances of kindness in the Bible and record the location and a brief summary of the story.

Share the findings of the groups.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together, asking God to show each child a person to be kind to this week. Make sure each
child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 9, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the
Parents’ Page.
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MESSAGES FROM GOD

/
Bible Basis: 1 Samuel 1:1-2:2, 21; 3:1-10
Key Verse: [The Loro] said, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel replied, “Speak. I'm listening.”
—1 Samuel 3:10b NIrV
Bible Point: Hannah prayed to God, and Samuel listened to God. God answers me and talks to me
when | pray, too.
Resource: The Story for Kids Chapter 10: “Messages from God”
.

( STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: simple items that make familiar sounds

Gather several simple items that make identifiable sounds, such as book pages to flip, cards to
shuffle, paper clips to jingle, pencil to tap, water to pour from one cup to another, a small ball to
bounce, a spoon to clink against a glass. Keep these items out of sight as children arrive. Say, How
well can you listen? Let's see if you can tell me what sounds I'm making. Have the children close
their eyes. No peeking! Make sounds one at a time and pause for the class to identify them. Let
them open their eyes. Ask:

* Do you think you would have heard all those sounds if we weren’t listening quietly?

* Why is it sometimes hard to listen quietly?

Say, In today’s Bible story, we'll meet a mother and son who learned how to listen to messages
from God.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 10, copies
of pages 69-73 of The Story for Kids

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 10. You can also have the children find 1 Samuel 1
and mark it in their Bibles. Encourage them to use their Bibles throughout the lesson. Either you or a
child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed throughout the story.

SamueL: An AnsweRr 10 Prayer

Today your children will get a taste of what it's like to teach a Bible story. Work in groups of three to
five. (Smaller groups will work if your class is small; if you have more than thirty students, consider
dividing into two or more “large” groups before dividing further into small groups.)
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Assign each group a portion of the Bible story. You might want to mark up the copies of the
pages from The Story for Kids in advance so each group knows what to work on. Below are some
suggested story divisions, but you can adjust these segments to match the number of groups you
expect to have.

Explain that each group’s task is to present their portion of the story to the larger group. They'll have
about ten minutes to prepare a presentation using any items available in your classroom (furniture,
art supplies, Bibles, and so on). Encourage creativity! Give a two-minute warning when the work time
is almost over. Then begin with the first group and enjoy the presentations.

Possible Story Segments

Segment 1: Start on page 69 and go through “But she wasn't making a sound” at the bottom of
the page.

Segment 2: Start on page 69 with the summary that begins, “The person who took care of the
temple ..."” and continue through “Her face wasn’t sad anymore” on page 70.

Segment 3: Start on page 70 with, “After some time, Hannah became pregnant” and continue
through “There isn't any Rock like our God” on page 71.

Segment 4: Start on page 71 with, “The boy Samuel served the Lord ...” and go through “So
Samuel went and lay down in his place” on page 72.

Segment 5: Start on page 72 with, “The Lord came and stood there” and go through “When
Samuel became old, he appointed his sons to serve as judges for Israel” on page 73.

After the groups have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading
Card 10. Ask children to look at the picture and tell you several facts about Samuel’s life. As a class,
read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* Hannah prayed to God when she was brokenhearted. How did God answer her prayer?

* Even though Samuel was just a young boy, what happened to him in the night?

* What do we learn from this story about prayer?
Say, When Hannah prayed for God to give her a son, she promised to give the son back to God.
Her son was faithful to God, and God spoke to him, even though he was just a little boy. That

little boy was Samuel, who grew up to be one of the greatest leaders God'’s people ever had.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.
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( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTiOon 1: PrRaveRr JOurRnaLs

Stuff You Need: Prayer Journal Pages Activity Sheet, supplies to make a journal cover, art supplies.
Journal cover supplies can be as simple as construction paper and a stapler, or you might provide
brightly colored, three-ring binders, wallpaper samples, or card stock.

Say, Samuel heard God'’s voice, and he responded by saying “Speak. I'm listening.” (1 Samuel 3:10)
Let’'s make prayer journals to help us see how speaks to us. Provide multiple copies of the activity
sheet for each child to put between two cover pieces. As the children work, ask:

* What is the hard part and the easy part about praying?

* What is the first prayer you would like to write in your
journal?

Say, God heard Hannah's prayer, and he talked to Samuel in
the night. God wants us to talk to him and listen to him. That's

praying!

OpTiOon 2: BiBLe VeRrse TarGeT

Stuff You Need: Target PowerPoint slide and projection equipment
or large piece of butcher paper and marker, beanbags

Project the target slide on a blank wall where it is safe for kids to throw beanbags. (Or draw a target
and hang it on the wall. Write the words of 1 Samuel 2:1 in the circles of the target. At the bull's-
eye, write, "God hears me pray.”) Say, When God answered Hannah's prayer, her response was
to say, “The Lord has filled my heart with joy. He has made me strong.” (1 Samuel 2:1) Hannah
knew the joy that came from knowing that God listened to her prayer. Explain that the children
will take turns tossing beanbags at the Bible verse target. Read the words written in the target.
Whenever anyone hits the bull’s-eye, he or she will tell one prayer God has answered. After the
game, gather for a discussion.

* Why was Hannah'’s heart filled with joy?

e Tell me about some prayers that God has answered for you.
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OpTiON 3: BiBLe PRayeRs
Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, concordance

Divide the group into pairs and give each pair a Bible. Direct each pair to find three instances of
prayer in the Old Testament and three examples in the New Testament. Have each group share one
of the prayers. Ask: Who was praying? For what? How did God answer?

OpTION 4: Praver Time
Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, paper, markers

Optional: floor pillows

Give the children time to spend in prayer. Give them options to pray quietly, write their prayers out,
or pray using prayers in the Bible. If children would like, let them pray together as long as they stay
focused. After a time of prayer, continue in a discussion about prayer. Ask:

* Do we know that God answers every one of our prayers? How?

* Do we always like or agree with the answers we get from God? Is there anything we can do
about that?

* Have you ever prayed for something that you thought was very important and felt that you
did not get an answer? What did you do? How did you feel?

Become prayer warriors. As a group dedicate your prayer for the next three Sundays to one
cause or person that needs your prayers. Let that person know that you care and are praying
for him/her.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together, thanking God for hearing your prayers. Encourage the children to pray each day this
week. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 10, Activity
Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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FROM SHEPHERD TO KING

Bible Basis: 1 Samuel 17:1-50

Key Verse: | am coming against you in the name of the Lorp who rules over all. —1 Samuel 17:45, NIrV
Bible Point: David fought in God's strength. God gives me courage when | am afraid.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 11: “From Shepherd to King”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: covered bowl of cold spaghetti (make sure the bowl is not see-through), cottage
cheese or gelatin cubes, blindfold

Say, | have a dare for you today. Show the bowl. Who is willing to wear a blindfold and stick your
hand in this bowl without knowing what's in here? Choose a volunteer and blindfold him or her. (If
more than one child wants to take the dare, send others out of the room with a helper so they can't
see what's in the bowl.) After the dare, talk about:

e Why did some of you not want to take the dare?
* What kinds of things make you feel afraid?

Say, In our Bible story today, we'll hear about someone who had good reason to be afraid, but
he also had good reason to take the dare.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 11

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 11. You can also have children find 1 Samuel 17
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

Davip BeaTts GoLlaTH

Before beginning the Bible story, assign your children to two groups. One group should include
most of the children, regardless of the size of your class. This is the “Goliath” group. The other
group should be small, perhaps only one or two children. This is the “David” group. You might even
want to have the two groups stand on opposite sides of the room while you stand in the “valley” in
between. Encourage volume in responses!
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Teach the Goliath group this response rhyme:

You ask, “How big was Goliath?” Children say, “Nine feet tall.”

You ask, “Did that scare David?"” Children say, “Not at all.”
Teach the David group to finish these sentences when cued:

You say, “David had neither ...” Children say, “... spear nor sword.”

You say, “David fought in ...” Children say, ... the strength of the Lord.”
When you're sure the groups know their responses, begin the Bible story.

Israel’'s enemy, the Philistines, gathered for war. King Saul and the Israelite army camped
on one hill. Across the valley, the Philistines camped on another hill. The Philistines had
a secret weapon—a giant named Goliath. Pause and do the Goliath rhyme with the Goliath

group.
1 Samuel 17:4-7

Goliath stood and shouted to the soldiers of Israel. Every day he did this. He shouted at
them across the valley and dared them to send someone to fight him. But no one wanted to
go. Goliath was too big and scary. Pause and do the Goliath rhyme with the Goliath group.

One day, a shepherd boy showed up in the Israelite camp. He was the little brother of some
of the soldiers, and his father had sent him to see how his big brothers were doing and take
them some food. His name was David. Pause and do the David rhyme with the David group.

David found out what was happening with the giant Philistine. He found out that Goliath
came out every day and dared the Israelites to fight him, and no one wanted to do it. For
forty days Goliath made this dare, and no one took the dare. Forty days! Forty dares! And
every day the Israelite army ran in fear because Goliath was so scary. Pause and do the
Goliath rhyme with the Goliath group.

But on this day, David was there. David heard the dare. Pause and do the David rhyme with
the David group. David said, “Who does that bully think he is? We have God on our side!”
King Saul heard that David was saying things like that and called for David to come see
him. David said to Saul, “I'll go out and fight him.”

1 Samuel 7:33-37: Pause and do the Goliath rhyme, followed immediately by the David rhyme.
1Samuel 17:40: Pause and do the Goliath rhyme, followed immediately by the David rhyme.

1 Samuel 17:42-45: Pause and do the Goliath rhyme, followed immediately by the David rhyme.

David said to Goliath, “You are coming to fight against me with a sword, a spear, and a
javelin. But I'm coming against you in the name of the Lord who rules over all. He is the one
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you dared to fight against.” Pause and do the Goliath rhyme, followed immediately by the
David rhyme.

Samuel 17:48-50: Pause and do the Goliath rhyme, followed immediately by the David rhyme.
David fought in the strength of the God who rules over everything there is!
After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 11.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about a time when David had courage. As a class,

read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

e What made the difference between David and the rest of the Israelites?

* What lesson does the David story have for you?

Say, David knew Goliath was big and scary, but he also knew he was fighting in the strength of
the Lord. That's where his courage came from.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTion 1: Nine Feet WHoO?

Stuff You Need: measuring tapes, paper, pencils

Say, The tallest man in the world right now is eight feet, three inches tall. (This is according to
the 2012 Guinness Book of World Records.) The tallest man on record was eight feet, eleven
inches. But our Bible story tells us that Goliath was over nine feet tall. Let's do some measuring
and see exactly how tall that is. Provide measuring tapes and have children measure each other’s
heights. Challenge them to add heights together and try to figure out which two children come the
closest to being over nine feet tall combined. If your ceilings are high enough, let someone mark
nine feet on a wall. Talk about:

* How would you feel if you had to go up against someone who was nine feet tall?

e Why wasn't David afraid to go up against Goliath?

Say, David knew God’s name was powerful because God is powerful. If we remember that, we
can have courage when we're afraid.

OpTION 2: GOD's STRenGTH NecKLaces

Stuff You Need: small rocks, leather cording, jewelry wire, scissors, pencil, needle-nose pliers

Before class, gather small rocks, one for each child. Cut wire into 15-inch pieces.
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In class, say, David fought Goliath using five small stones. We are going to make a necklace to
remind us that with God we can have courage to face what is hard. Let each child pick a rock and
then give each child a length of wire. Children will place the rock at the center of the wire and wrap
the wire around the rock a few times to secure it. Twist together the ends and wrap the twist around
a pencil to form a loop. Use pliers to close the loop, and then cut off any excess wire. To finish,
thread a necklace-length piece of cord through the loop and knot the ends.

* Why wasn’t David afraid when everyone else was?

* What can we learn about God from this story about David?

Say, David fought in God’s strength. God can give you courage when you're afraid, too.

OpTion 3: In Si1X Scenes

Stuff You Need: copies of In Six Scenes Activity Sheet, pencils or colored pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk about the story of David and Goliath again. Have six
children tell one part of the story and have them do it in sequential order. Talk briefly about cartoons
in the newspaper or a comic book and how the author and artist work together to get the story in a
short form. Have each child retell the story of David and Goliath as a cartoon on the activity sheet.

OpTiON 4: SuPerHero Courace!

Stuff You Need: paper, colored pencils or markers

It is difficult for some people to talk about their fears. Children do not want to appear less than
fearless in front of friends. The Israelite army had no problem admitting their fear of the Philistine
Goliath, and were shocked at the courage of the young boy, David.

Talk about what it means to have courage. Who has courage?

Individually or in small groups of no more than three, create a superhero with strength and courage
from God. Name him or her. Draw a picture and write a short story together detailing a feat of great

courage and how his or her work has given glory to God.

Share the superheroes with the rest of the class.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray in small groups about things children are afraid of and pray that with God they will have
courage to face them. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading
Card 11, Activity Sheet(s)Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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A KING MAKES BAD CHOICES

Bible Basis: Psalm 51:1-12; 1 Chronicles 29:1-20

Key Verse: Wash away all of the evil things I've done. Make me pure from my sin. —Psalm 51:2, NIrV
Bible Point: God forgave David’s sins. God forgives me when I'm sorry for doing wrong things.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 12: “A King Makes Bad Choices”

\

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: masking tape

Optional: large appliance box, paint or markers

Use masking tape to mark off a square on the floor to represent a time machine. If you're using the
optional appliance box, decorate it to look like a futuristic time machine. Cut away a portion of one
side so someone can get inside the box.

Welcome the children and point out the time machine. Say, Have you ever wished you could go
back in time and change something you did? Let’s think about the time that has passed since
your last birthday. Can you think of something you’d like to change? Dramatically step into the
time machine. Go first and suggest something you would change, such as getting impatient in line
or losing your temper with your children or thinking something unkind about a neighbor. Invite the
children to make machinery noises and on your signal, everyone should call out something they
would change since their last birthday.

* Why do you want to change what you did in that situation?
* What does it feel like to be sorry for something you did?

Say, We all do things we know are wrong. That’s called sin. Our story today is about a great
king of God’s people who shows us what it feels like to be sorry.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, Repent and Forgive Activity Sheet, pencils, The
Story Elementary Trading Card 12

Optional: Repent and Forgive PowerPoint slides

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 12. Have the children find Psalm 51 and mark it in their
Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed throughout the story.
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Davip Is SorRRY

Say, David always tried to do what God wanted him to do, but once he really, really messed up.
He saw a woman named Bathsheba. She was married, but David wanted her to be his wife. So
he sent her husband into battle where he died. Then David married Bathsheba.

God told David that what he’d done was very wrong and David would be punished for his sin.
David wrote a song to help him accept God'’s punishment and ask forgiveness for what he had
done. We can read it in Psalm 51.

Give an activity sheet to each child, and make sure everyone has access to a Bible. The Activity
Sheet asks children to read Psalm 51:1-12 and categorize the statements in two columns. Is the
statement one of repentance, where David admits his sin and expresses he is sorry? Or, is it a sign
of God’s forgiveness and how David is asking God to respond? You can read each verse and decide
together, or you can have the class work in groups and compare their lists with the large group
later. They do not have to copy whole verses onto the list, but rather jot down key words. If you are
working as one group, you might prefer to use the optional PowerPoint slides of the verses to keep
children focused on one section at a time.

A sample list:

What Is David Sorry For?

What Does David Ask God For?

* lawless acts
® evil things

* not being clean

¢ show favor, faithful love
* make pure

e truth in my heart

® sinning against God e teach wisdom

® sinner ever since birth, before birth * create a pure heart
® give joy
* spirit that obeys

e whiter than snow

After groups finish working, gather to review lists. Then say, God forgave David, and David again
obeyed God. Soon Bathsheba had a baby that they named Solomon. That was a happy time in
David’s palace.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 12.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about a time when King David sinned and a time
when King David followed God. As a class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the
Bible. Ask:

e How did King David show he was sorry for what he’d done?

* What happens when we're sorry for the wrong things we do?
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Say, God forgave David. We can’t do anything to make God stop loving us; he'll always forgive us.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTion 1: CLean as a Penny

Stuff You Need: dirty pennies, small container, spoon, vinegar, salt, strainer, large bowl

Do this simple science experiment with your class to talk about God washing away our sins. Mix

Y2 cup vinegar with a tablespoon of salt in a small container. Stir until the salt is dissolved. Give each
child a penny. Have them place the penny in the vinegar solution. As they put the penny in the
solution, encourage them to think about something they did wrong. After all the pennies are in the
vinegar solution, wait five minutes. Then pour the solution through a strainer into a large bowl. Let
each child keep their clean penny to remember the lesson. Talk about how God'’s forgiveness makes
our hearts clean.

OpTION 2: SPOT SCRUBBERS

Stuff You Need: washable or dry-erase markers, tub of water, soap, disinfectant wipes, toothbrush,
toothpaste

Say, Sometimes when we sin, we try to get rid of the problem ourselves. But what we really
need is God to make us clean. Have children use markers to write or draw on their palms. They

can write something that represents a sin, or they can just make a spot. If you'd like, have children
write on each other’s palms. (Emphasize they may not write anywhere else.) Then have them try three
different methods of cleaning the spot and see which one works best: soap and water, disinfectant
wipe, or scrubbing with toothpaste and brush (the abrasive in the toothpaste helps clean). Gather for
a discussion:

e Tell me about a time you were sorry. What happened?

* Why do you think God wants us to be sorry when we do something wrong?

Say, No matter how sorry we are, we're going to mess up again. But every time we mess up,
God is ready to forgive us again.

OpTion 3: | Am ReaLLy SORRY
Stuff You Need: | Am Really Sorry Activity Sheet, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk to the group about David’s songs that he wrote to God,
asking for forgiveness. Prayer and song are great ways to express your feelings and many people

use those methods. Perhaps take time to look through the Bible pointing out other instances when
people sang to God or prayed for forgiveness or for guidance in making the right choices. Group the
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children into small groups and have them write a song or prayer asking for forgiveness. Encourage
them to be general in their request or if they want to use examples, use ones that are generic, like
lying or fighting. Have the groups write their prayers/songs on the Activity Sheet and share them
with the class. Have them take the prayers home to share. If this is especially successful, collect the
prayers, photocopy, and give each child a collection of prayers to take home.

OpTION 4: APOLOGIES

Divide the group into smaller groups of three or four. Direct them to write a skit in which an
individual or group does something to another and needs to apologize. Have the group write two
endings—one with a sincere apology and one with an insincere apology.

Have the groups perform their skits, and as a large group discuss the different apologies:

* What makes one sincere and true and the other not?
* Does God know when we are truly sorry for our wrong-doing? How?
* How did he know that David was sorry?

e Can we apologize to God over and over? What happens if we continue to do the same
things wrong?

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray in small groups asking God's forgiveness from things the children have done wrong. You may
wish to have children pray silently or by themselves, and then close the class in prayer. Make sure
each child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 12, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and
the Parents’ Page.

This lesson may bring up questions about salvation. Be available to answer any questions children may
want to ask you individually. Be sure to let parents or guardians know about their child’s questions.
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THE KING WHO HAD IT ALL

Bible Basis: 1 Kings 3:1-15; 4:29-34; 2 Chronicles 9:1-9

Key Verse: Don't be wise in your own eyes. Have respect for the Loro. —Proverbs 3:7, NIrV
Bible Point: God made Solomon a wise leader. God can make me wise, too.

Resource: The Story for Kids: Chapter 13, “The King Who Had It All”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: advertisements, such as store flyers that come in the Sunday paper, or catalogs
Open up some ads and begin commenting on items you see. Talk about something you'd really like
to have. Get excited about one item after another. If your group is small enough, let the children

look through ads and say what they'd like to have.

¢ If you could have anything you see in these advertisements, what would it be?

¢ If you could have anything in the world, what would it be?

Say, In our Bible story today, we'll find out what one king said when God asked him this question.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 13, "yes”
and “no” signs

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 13. You can also have children find 1 Kings 3 and mark
it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed throughout
the story.

Wise In Gob’s Eves

Ahead of time, make two signs; one that says “yes” and one that says “no.” You'll need two strong
readers to be narrators, and two volunteers to be sign holders—one will hold the “yes” sign and the
other will hold the “no” sign. Whenever the narrators pause to ask a question about Solomon, the
sign holders should parade with the signs and encourage the rest of the children to call out answers.

Narrator 1: Saul was the first king of Israel. Then came David, a famous king who ruled for 40
years. Then came King Solomon, one of David’s sons.
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Narrator 2: From the start, Solomon was a very different king than David. No battles and
bloodshed for him. Solomon wanted to make his kingdom great by using his brain.

Narrator 1: Read 1 Kings 3:5. Now, that's an incredible question, isn't it? Solomon could really
have anything he wanted!

Narrator 2: Do you think Solomon made a careful choice? Pause for sign holders to wave signs.

Narrator 1: Solomon thought long and hard about this question. He definitely wanted to make
a good choice.

Narrator 2: He could have asked to live a long life. He could have asked to be wealthy. He
could have asked for God to kill his enemies.

Narrator 1: But he didn’t ask for any of that. Instead, he asked God to give him a wise heart, to
know the difference between right and wrong. Read 1 Kings 3:10-12. Now Solomon had reason
to boast about how smart he was and how wise he was.

Narrator 2: Do you think Solomon bragged to his friends? Pause for sign holders to wave signs.

Narrator 1: Solomon didn’t get all proud and boastful. Instead, he was grateful for what God
had done for him. He made the wise choice to go to Jerusalem and stand in front of the Ark
of the Covenant. That was where God met with his people. Solomon made sacrifices to God,
because he knew his wisdom came from God.

Narrator 2: Solomon became very famous for his wisdom. He knew about all kinds of things,
from what rock badgers do in their free time to how to be truly happy in life. He solved
arguments and figured out the best time to plant crops.

Narrator 1: Solomon could have kept his wisdom to himself. He could have made sure no one
else ever learned how to be wise. But did he? Pause for sign holders to wave signs.

Narrator 2: Solomon didn’t keep his wisdom to himself. He was constantly thinking of wise
things that people needed to know, and he wrote a lot of those things down in a book called
Proverbs.

Narrator 1: Proverbs teach you wisdom and train you. They help you understand wise sayings.
Solomon’s advice was, “Don’t be wise in your own eyes. Have respect for the Lorp.”

Narrator 2: The queen of Sheba heard about how famous and wise Solomon was. She also
heard about how he served and worshiped the Lord. So she traveled from far away to test
Solomon with hard questions.

Narrator 1: Solomon didn’t have to answer her questions. After all, he was the one who was
smart, not her. Do you think he answered her questions? Pause for sign holders.

Narrator 2: The queen of Sheba asked Solomon about everything she wanted to know, and
Solomon answered all of her questions. There wasn't anything that was too hard for the king to
explain to her.
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Narrator 1: So the queen of Sheba saw how very wise Solomon was. She said, “Back in my
country | heard a report about you. | heard how wise you are. But | didn't believe those things.
So | came to see for myself. You are twice as wise as people say you are.”

Narrator 2: God made Solomon a wise leader who could rule the people with choices that were
fair and right. God wants to help us be wise, too. All we have to do is ask.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 13.
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you about Solomon’s wisdom. As a class, read the key
verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* What have you learned about wisdom from the story of Solomon?

e Tell me about some times when you would have liked to have God’s wisdom to know what
to do.

Say, God made Solomon into a wise leader, and thousands of years later he's still famous for
being wise. But God has enough wisdom for us, too, and will share it with us if we ask.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTiONn 1: PROVERBS FOR ToDaYy
Stuff You Need: copies of Proverbs for Today Activity Sheet, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. The Bible tells us that Solomon wrote over 3,000 proverbs.
Find out if the children know what a proverb is (a wise saying that many people use). The book

of Proverbs in the Bible records many of these. Read the proverbs aloud together. Then have
children work in pairs or trios to rewrite the proverbs in contemporary terms. Share the results with
the whole group. Then talk about:

* Which of these proverbs do you think is the wisest?

* How does having respect for the Lord help us to be wiser?

Say, We can learn from Solomon. When you face a tough decision, remember how much
Solomon wanted to make wise decisions that pleased God.

OpTion 2: Wise or Unwise?
Stuff You Need: prepared index cards

Before class, write wise and unwise choices on index cards, such as reading your Bible, obeying
your parents, eating ice cream before dinner, or cheating on a test. In class, gather the children in
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the middle of the room. Explain that when you read a card, they must decide if it is a wise or unwise
thing to do. If it is wise, they should go to the right side of your room. If it is unwise, they should
move to the left side. For a less active option, have children stand for a wise option and sit down for
an unwise option.

OpTiONn 3: SoLomon’s TempLe

Stuff You Need: pictures and descriptions of Solomon’s temple (you can find pictures online or in
books at your local library)

Optional: construction paper, scissors, pencils, ruler

In Chapter 13 of The Story for Kids, Solomon builds a temple for God. Let the children learn about
this temple by looking at its description in the Bible (2 Chronicles 3-4) and looking at pictures

of what people think it might have looked like. Children may like to construct a class model of
Solomon’s Temple.

OpTiOoNn 4: CHoose Wispom

Talk to the large group about Solomon. Why did he choose wisdom over anything else in the world?
Brainstorm what types of things the group would ask for if they had the opportunity and knew that
whatever they wanted would be granted.

¢ |s there a difference between being wise and being smart?
* Which would be better to be in today’'s world?
e Why would you go to a wise person? A smart person?

Break the large group into smaller groups. Have these groups write a list of proverbs (wise sayings)
that are appropriate for today. Allow them to use the Bible and Solomon’s advice as no more than
two of the five they should have. Design a poster of the sayings and share them with the rest of the
class. Talk about the sources of the wise sayings. How did those people get their wisdom?

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray in small groups asking for God’s wisdom. Encourage children to pray for a specific situation in
which they need wisdom. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading
Card 13, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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A KINGDOM TORNIN TWO

Bible Basis: 1 Kings 11:4-6; 12:1-33; 14:22-23, 26-28; 15:11-14, 16-24
Key Verse: Asa did what was right in the sight of the Lord. —1 Kings 15:11, NIrV
Bible Point: God uses bad things to teach his people. | can learn from mistakes.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 14: “A Kingdom Torn in Two”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: rod pretzels (one for each pair of children) or a loaf of French bread

If you're using a loaf of French bread, ask two volunteers to help you. If you have rod pretzels, have
children partner up and give one pretzel to each pair. As you get started, tell the class you're going
to play tug-of-war with the bread or pretzels. The goal is to pull on the item until a piece breaks off
and see who ends up with the biggest piece. The bread makes a good large group visual, but the
pretzels allow everyone to participate. Choose what works best for your setting. Talk about:

* Can we put these pieces back together and make them whole again?

¢ Tell me about something that got destroyed and you couldn’t put it back together.

Say, Our Bible story today is about something that got torn apart and God'’s people didn’t know
if it could ever be put back together.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 14, copies
of Divided Kingdom Map Activity Sheet, scissors

Optional: something to make a breaking sound

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 14. You can also have children find 1 Kings 14 and
mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

THe Kincpom Divipes

Give an activity sheet to each child. As you tell the story, pause as indicated and have children cut
their Divided Kingdom Map into pieces. If your group is too large to have everyone cutting, you can
simply cut one map as you tell the story. As you do this, hand the pieces to a few of the children. At
the end of the story, these children can see if they can put the kingdom back together.
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Optional: Have an assistant use something to make a breaking sound as a signal for children to cut.
This may be as simple as snapping a rod pretzel in half or a downloaded sound of glass breaking.

The first king of Israel was Saul. He was tall and handsome and popular, but he turned out
to not be a very good leader. Next came David. David was a great king! Sure, he made
some mistakes, but he was sorry for them and wanted to show his love for God more and
more. Then came David’s son Solomon. Solomon started out as a great king who followed
God's ways. But as the years went by, he started making a lot of mistakes. By the end, he
had really messed up and he wasn’t really sorry. He had stopped worshiping God and no
longer led the people in following God. When Solomon died, the kingdom where God’s
people lived starting breaking apart.

When Solomon’s son Rehoboam became king, the first thing he did was make the people

mad at him. Obviously, he didn’t get his dad’s wisdom. So most of the people decided to

start a new country, and God let them make a man named Jeroboam their king. Jeroboam
wasn’t very smart, either. He let the people in the new country worship idols—things that

were not the one true God. That was a mistake! Pause to make the first cut in your map. You
can cut the page roughly in half between Israel and Judah.

The country Rehoboam ruled was called Judah, and the kingdom Jeroboam ruled was
called Israel. Show the two parts of the cut map. Set the Judah portion aside for a moment. For
the most part, the kings and people of Israel and Judah were very sinful. They worshiped all
the wrong things, like sacred stones and Asherah poles. These idols were not the one true
God! Read 1 Kings 14:22-23. The people made mistake after mistake. God would have to
show them he was more powerful than their idols. He used bad things to teach his people
that they should be following him. Kings from other countries attacked God's people

and carried away their treasures. Pause and cut some more. Make deep slices into the Israel
portion of the map.

But still the people didn’t learn their lessons. Everything in Judah and Israel was falling
apart. In addition to fighting the kings around them, Jeroboam and Rehoboam were
fighting each other, too. And when they died, their evil sons took the thrones and kept up
the fighting. That was a mistake!

For the most part, Israel was a big pit of sin. No matter who was king, the people there
kept sinning and putting up more idols, which only made God angrier and angrier. But the
people refused to learn the lessons God wanted to teach. They kept on doing all the wrong
things. Pause and cut. Finish off some of the slices made earlier so that parts of Israel start
falling away.

But there was still some hope for Judah. Hold up the Judah portion. Occasionally there was
a king there who loved God and who tried to be a good king like David. The first one of
these good kings was Asa. He was ready to learn from the bad things that kept happening.

Read 1 Kings 15:11. Asa knew that God had been trying to teach his people something,
and he wanted to pay attention! He got rid of all the statues of false gods the kings before
him had made. He even took his grandmother out of her job as queen mother because she
made a pole to worship the goddess Asherah. Asa cut down the pole and burned it up.
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Everything he did focused on learning from mistakes and trying to turn Judah around to be
a country that worshiped God again.

King Asa didn’t get rid of every single place where false worship happened, but he
committed his whole life completely to the Lord. He brought silver and gold and other
valuable things to the Lord’s temple to honor God.

As usual, the evil king in Israel wanted to fight a war against Judah. Asa had a feeling that
King Baasha wanted to take all of God'’s treasures out of the temple. Asa definitely did not
want Baasha to use these holy things to worship idols. That would be another mistake! He
got the king of another country, Aram, to fight with him against Israel. The two parts of
God’s people went to war against each other again. Pause and slice into the Judah portion.

Then Asa invaded Israel and his soldiers carried away all the stones and wood Baasha had
been using there. Asa used this to build up the cities of Judah.

Asa knew the kings before him had made a lot of mistakes, but he thought the people
could learn from their mistakes. It wasn’t too late to change! It wasn’t too late to serve
God. It wasn't too late to worship the one true God. Asa was one of the best kings Judah
had seen in a long time. But God's kingdom had been destroyed despite everything Asa
did to save it. Israel and Judah had broken apart and would never come back together to
be the strong kingdom they had been under David. Pause and finish slicing up Judah.

Take a moment to clean up paper scraps, particularly if you have had children cutting along with you.
For a moment of extra fun, you could allow children a few minutes to see if they can put the map
back together.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 14.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about how King Asa followed God. As a class,
read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* What lessons did King Asa want the people to learn?

* What lessons can we learn when bad things happen to us?

Say, God's people went through some tough times, but God uses even the hard times to teach
how to live his way.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.
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STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTION 1: MY MisTake
Stuff You Need: My Mistake Activity Sheet

Give an activity sheet to each child. Say, Sometimes bad things happen just because they happen,
not because God caused it. But even then we can look back and learn from our mistakes.

Have a volunteer read one My Mistake scenario at a time from the Activity Sheet. Ask children to
identify 1) the mistake someone made in the story and 2) lessons to be learned from the mistake. Let
children role play their answers. Then guide a closing discussion:

* Why is it hard to think about learning from mistakes?

® How can bad experiences make our lives better?

Say, God's people made a lot of mistakes—and still do. But God doesn’t give up, and he helps
us learn from our mistakes so that we pay better attention to him.

OpTiONn 2: Can You CounT?

Ask your class if they think they can count to 100 without making a mistake. They should all tell you
they can do that easily. Challenge them to show you. Have your class stand in a circle to count, each
child counting the next number in turn. When they are ready to start, tell your class that they must
count to 100, but for any number that is a multiple of seven, they have to say “king” instead of the
number. If someone makes a mistake, they must start over from the beginning, starting with the next
person in line. See how long it takes them to count to 100 without any mistakes. Then discuss:

* Was it as easy to count to 100 as you thought?
* How did you feel when a mistake was made?
* Did you learn anything from the mistakes you made?

® What can we learn from the mistakes that we made that applies to today’s Bible story?

OpTION 3: BiBLE SearcH
Stuff You Need: Bible Search Activity Sheet, pencils, Bibles

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk about the idea that everyone does make mistakes, even
people that seem to be really great all the time. Give some examples of people in today’s spotlight
that have made some mistakes and learned from them. Talk about the Bible and how many people,
not just the Israelites, made mistakes and learned that God will still love them. Divide the class into
small groups, give one or two Bibles to each group, and have them search for three people from
Bible times that made mistakes but were still loved by God. Have the class write the Bible location
and a brief summary of each to share.
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OpT1iON 4: LearninGg FRom MisTakes

Share with your class a mistake you made and what you learned from it. Then, let children share what
they have learned from mistakes. Don’t force anyone to share who doesn’t want to.

Talk about some current events that have impacted people positively and negatively and what kinds
of lessons can be learned. Children of any age love to debate. Ask them what they think about the
question of why bad things happen to good people.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together, asking God to help the children learn from their mistakes. Make sure each child takes
home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 14, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’
Page.
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GOD’S MESSENGERS

Bible Basis: 1 Kings 17:1-6; 18:1-2, 17-18
Key Verse: [Elijah said,] “I serve the Lorp. He is the God of Israel.” —1 Kings 17:1, NIrV
Bible Point: God encouraged Elijah in hard times. God encourages me.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 15: “God's Messengers”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: 100 or more paper cups, table

Before you get started, arrange about fifty paper cups in several groupings. For instance, you might
build a pyramid using stacks of cups. Make a second identical arrangement. Invite a couple of
volunteers to come forward. Explain that the task is to transfer the entire arrangement to another
spot, which you designate, by moving one cup at a time. Then give a time limit that will be tough to
meet, such as ninety seconds. The point is to create frustration and discouragement. Talk about:

* When you started out, did you think you could do the job? Explain.

* How did you feel when you realized you probably weren’t going to make it?

Say, We all have experiences when things don’t go the way we want them to. We get
discouraged. We may even feel like hiding in a cave! Today’s Bible story is about someone who
wished his troubles would go away if he went in a cave.

[ STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 15, poster
board

Optional: noisemakers, pompoms

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 15. You can also have the children find 1 Kings 17
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

Gobp’s EncouracemenT
On a poster board, write this cheer:

God says, “Go, go, Elijah.

I'm with you, you betcha!”
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If you're using optional noisemakers and pompoms, distribute them to a group of children who will
act as cheerleaders for the large group. (If your group is small, everyone can have props.)

You'll need five children to help you. One will carry the cheer poster across the front of the room to
lead all the children in a cheer. Four others will participate in presenting the story. You will pause as
indicated during the story to ask a game-style question, and the four contestants will compete to
answer first. Have the four contestants stand a distance away from you. When you ask a question,
they should run to be first to slap a table or the back of a chair, then answer the question.

God's people divided into two kingdoms, Judah and Israel. Israel had a series of evil kings.
One of the worst was Ahab, whose wife, Jezebel, was even more evil than he was! At the
same time, though, there was a man living in Israel who loved God and did God'’s work. His
name was Elijah, and God chose him to speak to King Ahab.

Elijah went to Ahab and gave him a message from God. The message said there would be
no rain in all of Israel until Elijah said it would rain. Of course, Ahab was not pleased with
this message. Read 1 Kings 17:2-6.

Pause for the helper with the poster to walk across the room and lead the cheer. Then ask a
game-style question: How did God encourage Elijah during years without rain? Wait for
players to answer.

Read 1 Kings 18:1-2a. Elijah challenged Ahab and his false gods. On a mountain in front of
all the people of Israel, Elijah proved that God was the only true God, and the gods Ahab
worshiped had no power at all. God showed his power by starting a fire, while Ahab'’s false
gods could do nothing. This made Ahab and Jezebel angry! They were ready to kill God'’s
messenger!

Elijah was afraid, so he ran for his life. He ran and ran and ran. Finally he fell down under a
tree and said, “Lord, just let me die!” Then he fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and
said, “Get up and eat.” Read 1 Kings 19:6-7.

Pause for the helper with the poster to walk across the room and lead the cheer. Then ask a
game-style question: How did God encourage Elijah when he ran for his life? Wait for players
to answer.

Elijah walked and walked for forty days and forty nights. He kept going until he came to
Horeb, the mountain of God. He felt all alone and afraid that Ahab would hunt him down
and kill him. When he found a cave, he went into the cave to spend the night.

The Lord said to Elijah, “What are you doing here?” Elijah answered, “The people of Israel
have turned their backs on you. I'm the only one left who is doing your work, and they’'re
trying to kill me.”

Read 1 Kings 19:11-13a. God said, “Go back the way you came. | still have work for you to do.”
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Pause for the helper with the poster to walk across the room and lead the cheer. Then ask a
game-style question: How did God encourage Elijah when he was hiding in the cave? Wait
for players to answer.

Elijah obeyed God once again. He went out of the cave and walked down off the mountain
to keep doing the work God gave him to do. He met Elisha, a young man God had chosen
to be a new prophet. Elijah’s job now was to teach Elisha about giving the people God's
message. Finally, Elijah was getting really old, and God decided it was time for Elisha to
be the main prophet. So Elisha and Elijah traveled together. They kept walking and talking
together. Suddenly a chariot and horses appeared. Fire was all around them! The chariot
and horses came between Elijah and Elisha, and Elijah went to heaven in a strong wind.
Elijah’s long life of serving God was over—and he got to go to heaven without dying first!

Pause for the helper with the poster to walk across the room and lead the cheer. Then ask a
game-style question: How did God encourage Elijah when his life was over? Wait for players to
answer.
After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 15.
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you about some of the things that Elijah did and how Elijah

went to heaven. As a class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

e What made Elijah so discouraged?
* How did God encourage Elijah?

Say, Elijah’s story reminds us that God knows what we feel and he wants to encourage us.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTION 1: ENncouracemenT BiBLe Verse HunT

Stuff You Need: copies of Encouragement Bible Verse Hunt Activity Sheet, Bibles, chairs or small
tables, pencils

Ahead of time, set Bibles on chairs or tables around the room. Say, We all face discouragement.
The good news is God'’s Word is one way that God encourages us. Let’s look at some verses
and find out how. Give an activity sheet to each child. Explain that each chair or table has a Bible.
Children should visit each station individually or in small groups, look up one of the verses on the
activity sheet, read it, and fill out the corresponding area of the activity sheet. Gather to review
results. Then talk about:

e Tell me about a time when someone encouraged you.

¢ Tell me some ways that God encourages you.
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Say, If we open our eyes wide, we'll find ways every single day that we can encourage another
person. Perhaps you'll be able to share one of these Bible verses with someone.

OpTION 2: ENncOuraGcemenT Carbs

Stuff You Need: Encouragement Card Activity Sheet, Encouragement Verses Activity Sheet,
scissors, glue, other card-making supplies

If possible, duplicate the Encouragement Card activity sheet on colorful card stock. Say, Giving
someone a card can be a great encouragement. Today we are going to make cards with some
verses from the Bible to encourage someone who may be going through a difficult time. Think
about someone you'd like to encourage with a card. Give each child a copy of the activity sheets.
Have the children cut the interlocking card shape on the heavy black lines of the Encouragement
Card Activity Sheet. Fold on the dashed lines. Lock the two pieces of the front together by cutting
slits as marked. Then choose one of the verses from the Encouragement Verses Activity Sheet and
glue it on the inside of the card. Use any available supplies to decorate the card further. Say:

¢ Tell me about the person who needs your card.

e Tell me about a time when someone encouraged you.

Say, God knows when we feel discouraged. Let’s open our hearts to the ways he sends
encouragement into our lives.

OpTion 3: Never FeeL Discouracen!
Stuff You Need: Never Feel Discouraged Activity Sheet, pens or pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Remind your class that God never wants us to fail or feel like we
cannot do something that needs to get done. He is our constant encouragement and will never fail
us. Look for words of encouragement in the Never Feel Discouraged! puzzle. Use five of the words in
encouraging sentences you might say to a friend that needs your help!

OpTion 4: Encourace One AnoTHeRr
Stuff You Need: poster board or card stock, markers, art supplies

Talk to your class about encouragement:

* Have you ever had to do something difficult and felt that no one was being supportive?
What did you do? How did the situation turn out?

* Have you ever had to do something difficult and had someone cheering for you and sup-
porting you the entire way?

¢ How did that situation turn out? Was it a more positive experience?

* Name some of the comments that were made that were encouraging.
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Have several options of people or groups within the church community that need encouragement.
It may be someone who is ill, a family who is adopting a child, a group going on a mission trip or to
camp, adults going on a retreat.

Assign small groups to make posters or cards that encourage the people or person who has a
challenge or something to do. Include Bible verses or other encouraging words. Follow through and
make sure the posters get delivered or post them in the church sanctuary or hall for all to see and
add their encouragement.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray in groups of two or three about discouraging situations children may know of and ask for
opportunities to encourage others this week. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story
Elementary Trading Card 15, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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THE BEGINNING OF THE END

Bible Basis: Isaiah 3:1-13; 14:1-5; 48:8-9; 53:1-6

Key Verse: “When it is time to save you, | will help you. | will keep you safe.” —lIsaiah 49:8, NIrV
Bible Point: God doesn’t give up on his people. God won't give up on me.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 16: “The Beginning of the End”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: Tongue Twisters Activity Sheet

Optional: Tongue Twister PowerPoint slide, projection equipment

Give an activity sheet to each child. Have some fun with the children by exploring tongue twisters
on the activity sheet. Start with simpler ones and say them slowly as children learn them. Then try to
speed up. Move on to longer, more complicated ones. When you get to the hardest one, have the
class stand up and try to say it accurately and quickly. (You might need to practice ahead of time!)
Ask the children to sit down when they know they’'ve made a mistake or when they can no longer
keep up the speed. Talk about:

e What did it feel like when you had to give up?
e Tell me about something that happened to you when you had to give up.

Say, Our Bible story today is about a time when God's people probably felt like giving up, but
they discovered that God does not give up on them.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 16

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 16. You can also have the children find Isaiah 53
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

Gob Takes anp Gives

Ask three fluent readers to present the Bible story to the large group. Two are narrators. One is the
“Echo Leader.” Explain to the large group that everyone should repeat everything the Echo Leader
says (as indicated in bold).
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Narrator 1: God's people wanted a king, so he gave them a king.

Echo Leader: God gave them a king.
Group: God gave them a king.

Narrator 2: But as the years passed, the kings fell away from following God. The Lord sent
prophets to warn the people, but the people ignored God’s messengers. They didn't follow
God's rules. They didn't listen to God's messages.

Echo Leader: They didn't listen!
Group: They didn't listen!

Narrator 1: So God let the punishment come. The kingdom split into Israel and Judah. Kings
from other nations came in and took away all the money in Israel and destroyed houses and
cities. In fact, the people of Israel were captured and led away to live in other countries.

Narrator 2: Things were not much better in Judah, where the other group of God's people
lived. A few good kings tried to turn things around, but most of the people paid no attention.
God sent another messenger, a prophet named Isaiah, to tell the people to change their ways.

Narrator 1: If Judah shaped up and started obeying God like they were supposed to, God
would forgive them and protect them from the kings of other countries. Isaiah tried really hard
to get the people to listen. He told the people all the things God would take away from them if
they didn’t change.

Echo Leader: Supplies.

Group: Supplies.

Echo Leader: Food and water.
Group: Food and water.
Echo Leader: Heroes and soldiers.
Group: Heroes and soldiers.
Echo Leader: Judges and prophets.
Group: Judges and prophets.
Echo Leader: Elders and captains.
Group: Elders and captains.
Echo Leader: Government leaders.
Group: Government leaders.
Echo Leader: Advisers.

Group: Advisers.

Echo Leader:

Group:

Skilled workers.

Skilled workers.
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Narrator 2: All these good things would go away because the people were not following God.
The people would fight with each other, and everyone would suffer.

Echo Leader: Everyone would suffer.

Group: Everyone would suffer.

Narrator 1: Isaiah said, “Your leaders have taken you down the wrong path. They have turned
you from the right path.” But the people paid no attention. Isaiah said that the cities would fall
apart and the people of Judah would be marched off to another country in chains!

Narrator 2: But Isaiah’s message was not all doom and gloom. He knew that God still loved his
people and was not going to give up on them. So his message was also about the good things
that would happen after the horrible stuff was over. God was going to bring good things back.

Echo Leader: God would show his tender love toward his people.
Group: God would show his tender love toward his people.

Echo Leader: God would settle the people back in their own land.
Group: God would settle the people back in their own land.

Echo Leader: Israel’s suffering would end.

Group: Israel’s suffering would end.

Echo Leader: Other nations would help God's people.

Group: Other nations would help God's people.

Echo Leader: God would break the power of evil rulers.

Group: God would break the power of evil rulers.

Echo Leader: God would answer prayers.

Group: God would answer prayers.

Echo Leader: God would save his people.

Group: God would save his people.

Narrator 1: God said to his people, “When it is time to save you, | will help you. | will keep you
safe.”

Narrator 2: Isaiah’s message got even better. God let him see things that would happen in the
future—way in the future. Isaiah had visions of the Messiah, the person who would save all of
Judah and the whole world.

Narrator 1: Isaiah knew about Jesus hundreds of years before Jesus was born. God wanted to
give his people hope for the future. No matter how many bad choices God's people made, he

wasn't going to give up on them.

Narrator 2: Isaiah told the people that God's servant would grow up like a tender young plant.
He said, Read Isaiah 53:4a, 5.

Read Isaiah 53:6.
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Narrator 2: Isaiah was talking about Jesus long before Jesus was ever born. That's because God
had a plan, not just for the people of Israel and Judah, but for all people. He doesn't give up on
any of us.

Narrator 1: He sent Jesus so that all of us can have the same close relationship with God that the
Israelites had in the Old Testament. God doesn’t give up on his people, and he doesn’t give up
on us.
After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 16.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about Isaiah’s job. As a class, read the key verse

from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* Why did God take so many things away from his people?
e What did God have planned for his people in the future?

Say, We feel like giving up plenty of times. It's good to know that God doesn’t give up on us.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTiON 1: Never Give Up
Stuff You Need: classroom chairs

To start, make a circle using classroom chairs with one less chair than children. The chairs should
face inward. Have the children sit in the chairs with one child standing in the middle. The child in the
middle should say a time when they wanted to give up. If any of the other children have wanted to
give up over the same thing, they should get up and find a new seat, at least two seats over, while
the child in the middle tries to find a seat. The new child standing in the middle will say something
they wanted to give up on. Play continues as long as you have time. At the end of the game, remind
children that God never gives up on them.

OpTiONn 2: BiBLe Verse Cake WaLk
Stuff You Need: sturdy paper, marker, masking tape, CD player, music

Use the marker to write words or phrases of the Bible verse on sheets of paper. On an extra sheet,
draw a big star. Tape the sheets to the floor in a circle with a step or two in between. Aim to have a
circle of about twelve sheets for eight to ten children. Enlarge the circle with blank sheets for a larger
group or run two circles. Begin your activity time by reviewing the words of the Bible verse: “When it

is time to save you, | will help you. I will keep you safe” (Isaiah 49:8). Play this Bible verse game like a
cake walk. Have children walk around the circle while music plays. Randomly stop the music. The child
standing on the starred sheet chooses any word from the Bible verse. The player behind this child must
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begin with that word and say the rest of the Bible verse. If a player chooses the Bible reference, the
next player says the Bible verse from the beginning. Start the music again. After the game, talk about:

e Tell me about a time when you need God’s help.

* Describe some ways that God helps you.

Say, This verse doesn’t mean that nothing bad will ever happen to us, but it does mean that
God is close to us all the time. He's always there to help and plans good things for us.

OpTion 3: | WiLL HeLp You
Stuff You Need: | Will Help You Activity Sheet, colored pencils,

Give an activity sheet to each child. God made the promise to help people in Bible times. He
makes that same promise to us. Have the children think about times in their lives that show clearly
that God was helping and keeping someone (or themselves) safe. Draw and describe four of these
events on the activity sheet. Share the drawing and the verse with families at home.

OpT1ion 4: UnconpiTional Love

As a large group talk about what it feels like to know that someone really cares about you and loves
you ... parents, siblings, grandparents, other relatives, friends.

e What does it mean to say “unconditional love”?
* Does anyone in your life have unconditional love for you? How do you know?
* Does God have unconditional love for us? How do you know?

* Give some examples of times when it is obvious that someone loves you no matter what
you say or do.

Ahead of time, write the following words on index cards. Add words so that each student will have
a card. Fold the cards in half and pass one to each of the students in the group. Take turns opening
the cards. Have each student read their card and talk about whether it would be easy to love
someone that does the thing on the card. Think about how God loves us no matter what we do.

lie yell cheat mock help with homework

steal hug break things hit encourage

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together, asking God’s help to never give up. Encourage children to pray about a specific area
where they feel like giving up. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary
Trading Card 16, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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THE KINGDOMS FALL

/
Bible Basis: Jeremiah 1:4-10; 2:21-28; 5:1-2; 16:17-19; 2 Chronicles 36:11-16
Key Verse: | say to myself, “The Lorp is everything | will ever need. So | will put my hope in him.”
—Lamentations 3:24, NIrV
Bible Point: God's people suffer because of their sin, but God still loves them. His love for me will
never end.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 17: “The Kingdoms Fall”

.

( STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: What Happens? Activity Sheet

Ask a series of “what happens” questions that establish cause and effect. Use the What Happens?
Activity Sheet as a guide. The questions begin with simple facts and progress to matters of choice.
Every choice has a consequence. After going through the list talk about:

* What happens if sometimes you make the wrong choice?

® What is the purpose of punishment?

Say, The Bible story today is about a time when God'’s people were making lots of wrong
choices. Let's find out what happened to them.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 17

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 17. You can also have the children find Jeremiah 1
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

Gob’s Love Never Enps

This Bible story is a trial setting. Kids will use the script to conduct a trial and see if God’s people
deserved the consequences they suffered for their sin. You'll need players to be judge, prosecutor,
defense attorney, bailiff, and Jeremiah. You can arrange a simple set to look like a courtroom if you like.

Bailiff: Court is in session.

Judge: Bailiff, what is our case?
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Bailiff:
Judge:
Bailiff:
Judge:

Prosecutor:

Judge:

Prosecutor:

Judge:

Prosecutor:

Judge:
Defense:
Judge:
Defense:
Judge:
Bailiff:
Defense:
Judge:
Defense:

Judge:

Prosecutor:

Bailiff:
Jeremiah:
Bailiff:

Prosecutor:

Jeremiah:

Prosecutor:

Jeremiah:

Prosecutor:

Defense:

Judge:

Prosecutor:

Jeremiah:
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The people of Judah.

What is the charge?

God's people are charged with going their own way instead of following God.
Let's begin. The prosecution may make its opening statement.

Thank you, Your Honor. Today, we will prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that
the people of Judah knew they were following false gods.

Is that it?

We will also prove that the people of Judah freely chose to ignore the warnings
of prophets.

Anything else?

Finally, we will prove that the people of Judah deserved the punishment the
prophets warned about.

You seem well-prepared. How about the defense?

Your Honor, we will show that the people were led astray.
Mmm. | will try to keep an open mind, but that seems doubtful.
Your Honor, the kings of Judah were under extreme stress.
Bailiff, do you think the defense has a case?

No, your honor.

Objection! It's not up to the bailiff to decide.

Then let's ask the jury.

Objection! We haven't presented our case yet.

Okay. We'll listen to both sides, but I'm pretty sure | know how this is going to
turn out.

The prosecution calls Jeremiah to the stand.

Do you promise to tell the truth?

| do.

He's all yours.

Jeremiah, tell us what you do for a living.

| am a prophet of God.

What does that mean?

| tell the people a message God wants them to hear.

Is your message the same as other prophets’ messages? Is it the same as Isaiah?
Or Amos? Or Hosea?

Objection! The witness cannot speak for other prophets.
Sustained.

It doesn’t matter. The people know what all the prophets said. Jeremiah, what is
your message to the people of Judah?

God told me to warn them to stop following false gods.
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Prosecutor:  And if they didn't?

Jeremiah: They would face punishment, of course.

Prosecutor: ~ What kind of punishment?

Jeremiah: They would be carried off as slaves to a foreign land.

Prosecutor:  And you warned the people about this?

Jeremiah: Yes, | did.

Prosecutor:  Did you tell the king?

Jeremiah: Yes, | did.

Prosecutor:  Did the people change?

Jeremiah: No, they did not.

Prosecutor:  And did this really happen?

Jeremiah: Yes. The people became prisoners of Babylon.

Judge: Perhaps we should hear from the defense.

Defense: Jeremiah, how can you tell what people really think in their hearts?

Jeremiah: They show what's in their hearts by what they do.

Defense: What do you mean?

Jeremiah: If they believe in false gods, they worship false gods. If they believe in the true
God, they worship the true God.

Defense: Isn‘t it possible the people didn't really mean what they did?

Jeremiah: | don't believe so.

Defense: Isn‘t it true that we all make mistakes?

Jeremiah: Yes, that's true.

Defense: Jeremiah, what do you believe about the love of God?

Prosecutor:  Objection! What does that have to do with anything?

Defense: We believe God loves his people, no matter what.

Prosecutor:  That is true. But the people still sinned.

Defense: That's your opinion. They were just confused.

Judge: | think Jeremiah'’s testimony proved the people sinned. But | also agree that God
loves his people. Prosecution, you may call your next witness.

Prosecutor:  Your Honor, Jeremiah was our only witness.

Judge: Does defense have anything to say?

Defense: No, your Honor.

Judge: Then the case goes to the jury now. Thank you, everyone.

LESSON GUIDE: Lesson 17 72

Have the large group play the “jury” in the case and decide if the people of Judah were guilty of the
charge of following their own ways instead of God's. Encourage the large group to use their Bibles
to decide.
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After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 17.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about what part Jeremiah played in the kingdoms'
fall. As a class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* Do you think the people of Judah deserved what happened to them? Explain.

* How could God show love for his people even in punishment?

Say, When we mess up, we have to face the consequences of our actions. But that doesn’t mean
God ever stops loving us.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTiON 1: Seems Like a PuzziLe
Stuff You Need: Seems Like a Puzzle Activity Sheet, pencils, Bibles

Give an activity sheet to each child. Say, In the Bible story, God's people refused to be sorry and
kept on sinning. If | asked you for a list of all the ways you mess up, it would probably be pretty
long, too. But God'’s love is always longer than our list of sins. It is something to really think
about, the fact that no matter how many times we mess up, God is always there loving us. Look
at the scrambled verses on the activity sheet and rearrange them to make sense.

* What do these verses tell you about God?

* What do these verses tell you about yourself?

Say, Sometimes it's good to talk to ourselves! It's good to remind ourselves of how much God
loves us, no matter what.

OpTIiON 2: Say TO0 MyseLF BaLLoon Rus

Stuff You Need: balloons, permanent markers

Briefly talk about what a speech balloon is. Most will recognize the device of words in a shape

over someone’s head, such as in newspaper comics or comic books. Say, We're going to try to
make another kind of speech balloon today to show our thoughts. Review the words of the

Bible verse: "l say to myself, “The Lord is everything | will ever need. So | will put my hope in

him.”” (Lamentations 3:24) Then have kids inflate the balloons and tie them closed. Children can

use markers to write the words of the Bible verse on an inflated balloon. Then have them rub the
balloons on their hair and try to get them to stick to their heads. How much of the Bible verse can
kids recite before the balloons come loose? Keep playing and see who can say all of the verse. Then
talk about:
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* Why is it good to remind ourselves—to say to ourselves—that the Lord is everything we
need?

* What does it mean to put your hope in the Lord?

Say, Even when we mess up big time, like God'’s people in the Bible story, his love for us never
ends.

OpTion 3: Gob Is EveryTHING We Neep
Stuff You Need: God Is Everything We Need Activity Sheet, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Say, Everything comes from God. Because of his great and

never-ending love we have what we need. God has always made sure his people are OK. As a
group, begin listing things that the class are thankful to have from God. Have the children choose

their top two and write a thank-you letter to God for his love and his gifts.

OpTION 4: GOD Loves Me, Even WHen | SIn
Stuff You Need: Bibles

God’s people suffer because of their sin, but God still loves them. His love for me will never end.
Talk to your group about sin.

* What exactly is a sin? Do not give examples, but a definition of the word “sin.”
* How does sin affect our relationships with our family and friends?

* How does that sin affect our relationship with God? How do you think God feels when we
sin?

* What if we do the same sin over and over and over? Then how do you think God feels? Can
you compare that to how your parents or friends would feel if you committed the same sin
against them over and over?

Split the group into smaller groups of 3—-4. Have a Bible for each group. Direct each group to find

an instance in the Bible when one of God's people sinned and God did not forget him. How did he
show his continued love? How has God shown that he continues to love you even when you mess up
a little?

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together, thanking God that his love will never end. Make sure each child takes home a copy of
The Story Elementary Trading Card 17, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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GOD WATCHES OVER DANIEL

Bible Basis: Daniel 6:1-13, 16-23

Key Verse: [Daniel] went to his room three times a day to pray. He got down on his knees and gave
thanks to his God. —Daniel 6:10, NIrV

Bible Point: Daniel is loyal to God and God protects him. | can be loyal to God.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 18: “God Watches Over Daniel”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

As children gather, challenge them to a concentration game. Ask them to count by fours. Get the

group started together. As they count, call out other random numbers. Use some that are close to
what the children ought to be saying as they count, and others that are just wild distractions. See

how many children can stay on track and keep counting till they get to 100. Talk about:

* Why was that a little bit difficult to do (or very difficult for some)?

e Tell me about something else you have to concentrate on to do right.

Say, Our Bible story today is about a man who concentrated hard on one thing—staying loyal to
God.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 18

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 18. You can also have the children find Daniel 6
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

DanieL Stays LovaL

Choose actors to be King Darius, Daniel, and a narrator. Two actors can be the officials. The rest of
the large group are the rulers. Whenever they hear, “Get rid of Daniel,” they respond with, “Yeah,
what they said!”

Narrator: God's people were carried off as prisoners to another country, called Babylon. They
lived in Babylon for a long time. After many years, another kingdom took over Babylon. Darius
was the king of Persia.
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Darius: Here's how | will organize my kingdom. We will have 120 rulers. Three officials will be in
charge of the rulers.

Narrator: Daniel was one of the three main officials. It turned out that Daniel was also the best
of the top three officials or any of the 120 rulers. He did the best job at his work out of anyone in
the entire kingdom.

Darius: | think | will put Daniel in charge of the whole kingdom of Persia.

Official 1: | don't like that idea.

Official 2: Me neither. We have to get rid of Daniel.

Rulers: Yeah, what they said.

Read Daniel 6:4.

Official 1: He never does anything wrong!

Official 2: His work is always perfect!

Official 1: He always does what he is supposed to do.

Official 2: We have to get rid of Daniel.

Rulers: Yeah, what they said!

Narrator: Read Daniel 6:5. The officials came up with a plan to trick the king into giving them
what they wanted.

Official 1: We've agreed you should give an order. For 30 days, don't let anyone pray to anyone
except you.

Official 2: If they do, throw them into the lions’ den!
Darius: | like this idea! Everyone can worship me or elsel!

Narrator: The king liked Daniel a lot. But in that moment, he didn’t think about Daniel, even one
little bit.

Daniel: This new law is not going to change anything. | pray three times a day, and I'm going to
keep on praying three times a day.

Official 1: Daniel always prays in front of an open window.
Official 2: We'll see when he prays. The king signed the law. Even Daniel has to follow the law.

Official 1: This is how we'll get rid of Daniel!
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Rulers: Yeah, what they said!

Narrator: So Daniel went to his room and got on his knees, just like he always did. He prayed
and thanked God.

Official 2: Our plan is working perfectly.

Official 1: He's right there in the window, just like he always is.

Official 2: Time to go see the king.

Darius: What do you want?

Official 1: We have to give you a report about Daniel.

Darius: Ah, Daniel! My favorite official!

Official 2: I'm afraid your favorite official has been breaking the law.

Darius: That's impossible! Daniel never does anything wrong.

Official 1: He has this time. He's praying to his own God.

Darius: He always does that.

Official 2: Yes, but you made a new law that says everyone must pray to you.
Darius: Oh no! Do you mean | have to throw my friend Daniel into the lions’ den?
Official 1: That is the law.

Official 2: We'll have to get rid of Daniel.

Rulers: Yeah, what they said!

Read Daniel 6:16-7.

Darius: | can't sleep! | can't eat! | can't do anything fun! I'm so worried about Daniel.

Narrator: Finally morning came. As soon as the sun peeked out of the sky, the king hurried to
the lions’ den.

Darius: Daniel! You serve the living God. Has he been able to save you from the lions?

Daniel: My God sent his angel, and his angel shut the mouths of the lions. They haven't hurt me
at all.
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Narrator: King Darius had never been happier in his lifel He ordered his servants to get Daniel
out of the lions’ den, and it was all true. Daniel didn't have a scratch on him. Daniel had stayed
loyal to God, and God protected him.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 18.
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you about how Daniel was loyal to God. As a class, read

the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* How did Daniel show he was loyal to God?

e What does this story about Daniel teach us?

Say, For Daniel, being loyal to God was the most important thing. What a great example for us
to follow.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTION 1: BaLL anp Box RoLL

Stuff You Need: Bible Story Strips Activity Sheet, three boxes, several rubber balls, tape, scissors,
paper, bowl or basket

Ahead of time, make three signs that say: 1) Scene 1: Officers Plot; 2) Scene 2: Daniel Prays; 3)
Scene 3: Lions’ Den. Set three boxes against a wall on their sides with the opening facing the play
area. Hang the signs above the boxes. Cut apart the story strips on the activity sheet and mix them
up in a bowl or basket. Explain that the task is to organize the story strips into the correct scenes
where they belong. Children will pull a random strip, wrap it around a ball, tape it in place, and

try to roll it into the appropriate box representing the scene where that strip belongs. It may take
some experimenting to roll the ball into the box and not have it bounce back out. For a competitive
version, set up a double set of supplies and have teams. Race to see which team completes the
story first. For a cooperative version, simply take turns rolling the balls. You or a volunteer can be
stationed near the boxes to remove the strips and roll the balls back to the players. After the game,
talk about:

e Summarize what happened in each of these three scenes from the Bible story.

* How could the lesson you learn from Daniel affect your real life?

Say, Daniel was ready to be loyal to God no matter what was going to happen. His relationship
with God was the most important thing in his life.
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OpTiONn 2: Pray Like DanieL
Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, paper, and markers
Optional: floor pillows

Give children time to spend in prayer like Daniel did. Give them options to pray quietly, write their
prayers out, or pray using prayers in the Bible. Floor pillows can make a comfortable place to pray or
journal quietly. If children would like, let them pray together as long as they stay focused.

* Why did Daniel end up in the lions’ den?

* How did God protect Daniel in the lions’ den?

Say, Daniel was loyal to God even when he knew it could be dangerous. He trusted that no
matter what happened, God was in control.

OpTion 3: Scene BY Scene
Stuff You Need: Scene by Scene Activity Sheet, colored pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk about the story of Daniel and how he became a leader in
the country. Include why other leaders were jealous of him and why they wanted him to be in trouble
with Darius. Have the children choose six events in the story and draw them in the comic grid. Be
sure the children add words in the scenes, showing how important Daniel felt loyalty to God was.

OpTiON 4: STRONG FaITH

Say, The story of Daniel in the Lions’ Den is a well-known one for most young church-goers.
Daniel’s great faith in God and his insistence that he will never stop praying and praising God is
legendary.

Talk with the group about others in our faith that have not given in to what others say must happen
and refused to turn away from God. Ask:

e What does it take to have that kind of belief?
* Do you think your faith is that strong?

* How can we help our faith to grow and become that strong and never-ending?

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together that God will help you be loyal to him. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The
Story Elementary Trading Card 18, Activity Sheet(s)Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.



THE STORY FOR KIDS: Later Elementary LESSON GUIDE: Lesson 19 80

THE RETURN HOME

Bible Basis: Ezra 1:1-7; 3:10-13; Haggai 1:2-11; Zechariah 8:2-22

Key Verse: They will be my people. | will be their faithful God, | will keep my promises to them.
—Zechariah 8:8, NIrV

Bible Point: God's people promise to follow his ways. God wants me to follow him.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 19: “The Return Home”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: wall

Ask the children to stand sideways against a wall and put one shoulder and one foot against the wall.
Challenge them to try to lift the other foot off the floor. This is more difficult than it looks! After a few
tries, explain that this action requires shifting your body’s balancing point, but the wall keeps you
from doing that. Talk about:

e Tell me about something you’ve done that looked easy but turned out to be hard.

* Do you like to try new things, or do you like to stay with the old way? Explain.

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll see that God’s people reached a point where they had to
shift their balancing point. They had to make some changes to do what God asked them to do.

\

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 19,
classroom props

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 19. Have the children find Ezra and mark it in their
Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed throughout the story.

THe New TempLe

Assign the children to four groups. Each group will read a passage together and decide how to
dramatize it for the large group. Let them use whatever props they can find around the classroom.
Allow about ten minutes for groups to plan their presentations. If you have a small class, groups can
do more than one scene, or the class can dramatize all the scenes together.

Read the narration that follows, pausing as indicated for groups to present.
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Scene 1: Ezra 1:1-7

Scene 2: Ezra 3:10-11
Scene 3: Ezra 3:12-13
Scene 4: Ezra 6:16-18

God'’s people were excited! After long years of living in a foreign country far away, they
were going homel!

Pause for the first group to present Scene 1, then continue the narration.
Forty-two thousand people made the long trip back to Jerusalem, ready to rebuild their land.
Pause for the second group to present Scene 2, then continue.

But there were some people making loud noises not because they were glad, but because
they were sad!

Pause for the third group to present Scene 3, then continue.

Not everyone in Jerusalem was excited about the new temple. The people who had been
living in Jerusalem during all the years while God's people were gone didn’t want a new
temple. They didn’t even want all these strange people there. They tried to cause all kinds
of trouble to get rid of God's people and stop the building project, but King Cyrus had
given the order for God'’s people to go back to Jerusalem, so the grumblers couldn’t really
do anything about it.

The people had to build houses, too. Some of them got distracted with building their

own houses and forgot about working on the temple. So God sent messengers named
Haggai and Zechariah to remind the people what they were supposed to be doing. Haggai
and Zechariah reminded the people that God loved them and wanted them to worship
him in the temple. Zechariah told the people that God said, "l will save my people. | will
gather them from the countries of the east and the west. | will bring them back to live in
Jerusalem. They will be my people. | will be their faithful God. | will keep my promises to
them.”

Then the people got back to work on the temple.
Pause for the fourth group to present Scene 4, then wrap up.

Now the people would be able to worship the way God wanted them to. Now they would
have a place to come and praise God together. Now they could let everyone around them
know they wanted to follow God. Going back to Jerusalem and rebuilding the temple was
their way of saying they were ready to follow God now.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 19.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem. As a
class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:
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e How did the people show they were going to follow God?
* Name some ways you can follow God.

Say, We all make mistakes, but God welcomes us to get right back on the path of following him.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTion 1: BiBLe Verse QuesTions
Stuff You Need: Bible Verse Questions Activity Sheet, four buckets or baskets, small ball or beanbag

To set up the game, set the four buckets in a straight line with about a foot between each bucket.
Cut apart the Bible Verse Questions from the activity sheet and put one in each bucket. Have players
stand two or three feet back from the first bucket and toss the beanbag into the first bucket. If a
player misses, another player takes a turn. If a player hits the first bucket, have a helper pull the Bible
Verse Question out of the bucket and the player that did the tossing answers it. Then that player
moves on to the next bucket. The goal is to be able to hit all four buckets in a row without missing.
Whenever a player misses, someone else gets a turn. After the game, talk about:

* What does this verse tell us about what following God's ways will be like?

e Can anyone say the whole verse without missing?

Say, Following God is something to celebrate! Let the world know that’s what you want to do!

OpTION 2: TempPLe BuiLDeRs

Stuff You Need: sheets, blankets, classroom items

Say, In today’s Bible story, we learned about how the people of Israel rebuilt the temple. Use
the materials to build a temple of your own. It should be big enough for our entire class. If you
have a large class, divide the children into small groups of four to eight and give each group supplies
to build a temple. Allow the children to work together to build a temple. When they are finished,
crawl inside as a class and spend some time worshiping God. You may want to read a passage from
the Bible, spend time in prayer, or sing some of your class'’s favorite worship songs.

OpTion 3: 1 Am a TempLe oF Gop
Stuff You Need: | Am a Temple of God Activity Sheet

Give an activity sheet to each child. Look at the brick wall on the Activity Sheet. Say, Brick walls
are strong and solid. Our relationship with God should be as strong and solid. It is built with
God's promises to us and his people and with our promises to him. Talk with the class about the
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promises that have been made throughout the Bible and about some of the promises that we make
to God. Have the children fill the bricks in with some of those promises, choosing the ones that are
most important to them. Have some of the children share with the class.

OpTion 4: WHY Do We BeLieve?

Stuff You Need: poster board, paper, markers, decorating supplies, scissors, glue
Talk to your group about why we believe in something.

* What influences us to be believers in a theory, a person, a faith, a cause?

e Are there particular things that influence, cause, or help people to believe in something?
What are some of those things?

¢ Is influencing people to believe in something fair or should it be a natural occurrence?
* God wants us to believe in him. There is no question about it.
* How do we know? Does he do anything that helps us or guides us to that belief?

* When we have faith, when we believe, we should not hide it. It is our mission to be evange-
listic and spread the news that Jesus is our Lord.

* How does God want us to do that? Brainstorm ideas and ways that you have already
experienced.

In small groups of 2-3 design a church. Using art supplies such as markers, crayons, poster board,
construction paper, or whatever is available, have the children make their church an open place
to pray. Label areas if appropriate, such as day care area, senior center, and sanctuary. Name the
church. This project may take two sessions.

\

STEP 4: GOING HOME y

Pray in small groups that the children would follow God this week. Make sure each child takes home
a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 19, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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THE QUEEN OF BEAUTY AND COURAGE

Bible Basis: Esther 1-9

Key Verse: What if you don't say anything at this time? Then help for the Jews will come from
another place. But you and your family will die. Who knows? It's possible that you became queen for
a time just like this. —Esther 4:14, NIrV

Bible Point: Esther gets her heart ready for a hard job. God helps me when it's hard.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 20: “The Queen of Beauty and Courage”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: newspaper, tape

If you have a large class, recruit enough volunteers to have three groups of three or four per group.
These children will help you up in front. If your class is smaller, assign everyone to a group. Give
each group some newspaper and a roll of tape. Say, Choose one person in your group to be
your model. The rest of you have three minutes to create a costume for your model out of
newspaper and tape. Ready! Go! After three minutes, gather to see the results. Have the large
group vote on which costume is the best.

* What was the hardest part about this challenge?

e Tell about something you’ve had to do that was really hard.

Say, The Bible story today is about a beautiful queen who had to decide if she was going to do
something hard. Let’s find out how she got ready.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 20, four
poster boards, markers

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 20. Have the children find Esther 3 and mark it in their
Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed throughout the story.

EstHeRr's HearT

The king of Persia needed a queen. His name was Xerxes. You might think a king could just call
up a woman and go on a date, but that was not the plan for Xerxes. Instead, this king held a
beauty contest. Women from all over his kingdom entered the contest. He would choose the
one he liked best.



THE STORY FOR KIDS: Later Elementary LESSON GUIDE: Lesson 20 85

The king chose Esther. He put a royal crown on her head and made her queen. He even gave
a big dinner party to celebrate getting married to Esther. He invited all the nobles and officials,
including a man named Haman.

Now Haman was a proud man. He thought he was better than anyone else. He gave an order
that everyone should get down on their knees and honor him when he walked down the street.
Lots of people did. One man didn’t. This man was Mordecai, who was the cousin of Queen
Esther, wife of King Xerxes. Read Esther 3:5-6.

So Haman cooked up a plan and went to King Xerxes. Read Esther 3:8. The king said, “Do what
you want to with those people.” So just because Mordecai wouldn’t bow down, Haman was
going to kill all of God's people living in Persia.

Mordecai found out about this plan and came up with a plan of his own. He talked to his cousin,
Queen Esther, wife of King Xerxes. He told the queen everything that was going to happen. His
plan was for Esther to go to the king and tell him. No one knew that Esther was one of God’s
people, not even Xerxes.

Now Esther was scared. Even the queen was not supposed to talk to the king unless he called
for her to come. And Xerxes had not called for Esther for a long time. If she went to see him
without permission, he might kill her! And people weren't supposed to tell the king what to do.
She didn’t want to do it! It was just too scary.

But Mordecai said to Esther that maybe God had made her the wife of Xerxes just so she could
do something about this huge problem. He knew that Haman was no problem for God.

Esther decided she would do it, but she would get ready first. Read Esther 4:15-16.

So Esther spent three days getting her heart ready for this huge job. She wanted to know that
God was close to her and that this was the right thing to do. She prayed and prayed and didn't
think about anything else. Mordecai and all God’s people in Persia were praying with her. Finally
it was time to see Xerxes. Read Esther 5:1-3.

Esther didn't want to just blurt out the problem. Instead, she invited Xerxes and Haman to a
dinner party. And then she invited them to another dinner party the next day. Xerxes asked
again, “"What do you want? I'll give you anything.”

The moment had come. Esther had to speak up. It was time to tell the truth about Haman. Read
Esther 6:3-6. Xerxes punished Haman, and all God's people were spared. When Xerxes found
out that Mordecai was Esther’s cousin, he gave him Haman's old job. The people were safe,
and they would never have to bow in the street again.

After you have told the Bible story, divide your class into four groups and assign each group one

of the following characters: Esther, Xerxes, Mordecai, Haman. Give each group a poster board and
markers. Based on what they learned in the story, have the children create a visual representation of
the story character they have been assigned. After allowing the children to work, have each group
present their representation.
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Then give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 20. Ask the children to look at the
picture and tell you about what Esther did that took courage. As a class, read the key verse from the
back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* Why do you think Esther made the choice she made?
e How did Esther get herself ready for the challenge of being brave?

Say, Life is full of hard times. It's great to know that we can face them with God'’s help.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTiONn 1: Praver Carbs

Stuff You Need: Prayer Card Insert Activity Sheet; sturdy, colorful paper; markers; glue; scissors; hole
punch; string; ribbon or yarn

Cut sturdy paper into half sheets. Say, Esther got ready for her challenge by making sure her
heart was close to God. She fasted and prayed for three days. Briefly explain the concept of
fasting—giving up food or something else important to you so you can devote your energy to
hearing from God. Give each child a half-sheet of paper. Ask them to fold it in half again. Give an
activity sheet to each child and have the children cut out the inserts on the bold lines. Glue the
insert inside the card. Hole punch both parts of the card. Thread string, ribbon, or yarn through the
holes so the card ties shut. Children can use markers to decorate the prayer card as they like. When
the projects are finished, look at the insides together and allow a few minutes to consider how they
would fill out the first half.

* What did Esther do that took courage?

e Tell me something you have to do that takes courage.

Say, Follow Esther’s example when you face something tough. Get your heart ready by getting
close to God.

OpTion 2: Couracge CLUTCH

Stuff You Need: deflated balloons, flour, funnels, scoops or large spoons

Sometimes when we have to be brave, we're also nervous. We’re going to make a Courage
Clutch to have something to squeeze when we’re nervous. Have kids work in pairs to help each
other insert a funnel in the neck of the balloon, then scoop flour into the funnel. Fill the balloon until
it's the size of a fist. Tie it closed. As the children work, talk about how they might use the Courage
Clutch to help them pray when they have to do something hard.
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* What kinds of situations make you nervous?

® What can you learn from Esther about how to handle those situations?

Say, Esther is a great example of being brave enough to do something hard. She knew she
could help a lot of other people, and she asked God to help her be brave.

OpTion 3: Heroes Neep HeLp Too
Stuff You Need: Heroes Need Help Too Activity Sheet, pencils, Bibles

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk to the class about heroes in general and start with
Bible-time heroes. Where does the bravery and determination come from? How do they ask
for God's help? Is asking God always automatic? Then talk about heroes of today, concentrating
on questions such as where their bravery comes from and does the class think these people also
rely on God's love. On the activity sheet, have the children list questions that they would ask Esther
about her actions and feelings as she approached the king and how she may have felt afterward. If
time permits, pair the children up and have them role play, one child being Esther and the other a
reporter.

OpTiOn 4: Facing DiFFicuLTY

Have a talk with your group about the fact that no matter who you are, you will face difficult
situations; most of the time, people need some type of help or guidance in hard times.

* What kinds of difficult situations do kids this age face?

* Name some that your parents or other adults face?

* What helps people get through tough situations?

* Do you think the same things work for everyone? Why or why not?

* How could a person’s faith in the Lord help in a difficult situation?

Have volunteers tell about a time they were faced with a difficult situation. Guide them to talk about
their faith and how knowing God helped them through the tough time. Were there specific Scripture
verses or prayers that were inspirational? Share them as well.

Have individuals write prayers to share that ask God for his help in tough times. Post them around
the room or collect, photocopy the prayers, and bind with a staple to make prayer books for the
students.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray in small groups asking for God’s help in hard situations. Encourage the children to pray for a
specific situation in which they need God'’s help. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The
Story Elementary Trading Card 20, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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REBUILDING THE WALLS

Bible Basis: Ezra 7:1, 7, 10-11; Nehemiah 1:26; 4:4-6, 13-23; 8:1-12

Key Verse: Don't be afraid of your enemies. Remember the Lord. He is great and powerful.
—Nehemiah 4:14, NIrV

Bible Point: Nehemiah was sure of God's power. God is on my side.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 21: “Rebuilding the Walls”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: list of things you can be sure of

Before class, gather a list of statements that we can typically be sure of, such as the sun will rise in
the east tomorrow, the Earth is round, | will get in trouble if | hit my sister, etc.

In class, read each statement, one at a time and discuss how the children know the statement is true.
After you have talked about your entire list, ask the children to share with you other things they are

sure of, as well as things they are not sure of. Then ask:

e Tell me some things you are sure of. Then tell me some things you're not sure of.

* What makes you sure of some things and not sure about other things?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll meet Nehemiah and we’ll find out what he was sure of.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 21

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 21. You can also have the children find Nehemiah 1
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

NeHemiaH Is Sure

As you tell the story, you'll pause as indicated and ask, “Do you think ...?” Children stomp once for
yes, and twice for no. Then ask, “Are you sure?” Children should stomp three times if they're sure.

Nehemiah had a job that not many people had. He was the drink-tester for the king of
Persia. That meant he tasted anything the king was going to drink, so if someone was
trying to poison the king, they’d get Nehemiah instead. But no one tried to poison the
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king, so it was a good job, and the king liked Nehemiah. But Nehemiah's heart was far
away from Persia. He wanted to go to Jerusalem and help rebuild the city. First he had to
ask the king’s permission to go.

Do you think the king will give permission? Tell children to stomp once for yes, and twice
for no.

Are you sure? Children stomp three times if they're sure.

Nehemiah was sure he could help! He was going to get busy doing something about these
problems. But first, he stopped to pray. Read Nehemiah 1:5-6a.

Do you think Nehemiah will get everybody to work?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure going to Jerusalem was the right thing to do, and the king agreed.
When Nehemiah got to Jerusalem, he found everything was a big mess! The people were
having a hard time. The wall around the city was still broken down, and the gates had been
burned. Other people who lived in the area were making fun of God'’s people. No one
seemed to be in charge. Not much was getting done.

Do you think Nehemiah is going to give up and go home to Persia?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure they could get the job done if everyone worked together. Nehemiah
got everybody organized to get to work. Everybody had a job to do, and they followed
Nehemiah’s leadership. The people worked with all their hearts and built up the wall

until it was half as high as they wanted it to be. But the problems were still there. Other
people living in that area still wanted God's people to stop building the wall. They still did
everything they could to cause problems and get in the way.

Do you think Nehemiah has a plan to solve this problem?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure God wanted them to build that wall. He assigned the families to work
on the wall, but he told them to keep their swords and spears close to them.
Read Nehemiah 4:14.

Do you think the people were encouraged by this?

Are you sure?
Nehemiah was sure. Read Nehemiah 4:16-17.

Do you think the wall will get built all the way up?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure. At long last, the wall was finished, and it was time for celebration.
Jerusalem, God’s holy city, finally had a wall to protect it. And to celebrate, the people
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gathered to worship. Ezra, the priest, stood before all the people and read from the law of
God from sunrise until lunch time. Everyone listened carefully, and when he was finished,
they bowed down and worshiped the Lord.

Do you think Nehemiah was happy about this?

Are you sure?
Nehemiah was sure this was the right thing to do. He said to the people, “This day is set
apart to honor the Lord your God. Don’t be sad. The joy of the Lord makes you strong.”
Then all the people went off to eat and drink and celebrate.

Do you think Nehemiah got the job done?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure of God’s power. He knew no matter what the enemies tried to do, God
was still more powerful. God was on the side of his people, and he’s on your side, too!

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 21.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you why Nehemiah was sure of God’s power. As a

class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* Why do you think Nehemiah was so sure of God's power?

* How did Nehemiah handle the things that happened that could have made him not so sure?
Say, The next time you feel alone, remember that God is on your side.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTion 1: BuiLbing CHaLLenGe
Stuff You Need: small paper cups, toothpicks, straws, tape

Explain that just like the people in the Bible story were building and experienced opposition,
children will face the challenge of building with opposition. Form groups of four to six children

who will work together. Give each group a set of supplies. You may substitute other items for

the suggested list if you prefer. The task is to build the biggest wall they can with these items.
However, the opposition is allowed to come over three times and remove any one piece from the
construction—even a foundational piece. If you have a lot of groups, you may want to designate
which groups will be opposition for each other. Set a time limit, such as ten minutes, and at the end
of ten minutes see who has the biggest wall. Then talk about:

e What did it feel like when the opposition came to cause trouble?
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* What does it mean to you that God is on your side?

Say, Nehemiah was sure of God’s power and knew God was on the side of his people. God is on
your side, too!

OpTion 2: Yes, I'm Sure Sonc
Stuff You Need: Optional: video recording device

Say, Nehemiah was sure of God’s power. We can also be sure of God’s power and that he is
always on our side. Write a song about today’s Bible Point or Bible story. Allow children to work
together or separately to write a song incorporating what they learned from today’s lesson. Some
children may find it easier to write a song to the tune of one they already know. If you have time,
have children make a music video for the song they wrote and record it.

OpTION 3: Gop Is On THeIR SiDe
Stuff You Need: God Is On Their Side Activity Sheet, Bibles, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Divide the class into small groups and make sure each group has
a Bible and pencils. Talk about the many ways that the people of God relied on him. Talk about how
today we also rely on God for everything.

Have the groups look in the Bible for the stories of the people on the activity sheet. Have the small
groups read the stories together and summarize them. Tell them to comment on how God helped
each person be confident.

OpTiON 4: Gop Is wiTH Me

Have the children close their eyes and imagine themselves all alone. Imagine there is not one person
around, and they cannot hear anyone talking, laughing ... not even breathing. Now imagine that
you have to pick up the huge 100-pound boulder that is near you and carry it 100 miles to the next
town. Ask the children to think about whether they feel overwhelmed. Is this impossible to do? If you
needed help, where or how would you find it? Have volunteers try to describe how they are feeling.

Now have the group think about a time they had to make a big choice. Not something like what to
have on their pizza but a choice between right and wrong, such as whether to take a brother’s $20
off the dresser or whether to do the dishes or go outside to play.

Remind the students that God is always on their side, when decisions they have to make are difficult
or easy! Pray together, thanking God for his support. Have individuals talk about specific times that
they have felt his presence and support.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together thanking God that he is always on our side. Make sure each child takes home a copy
of The Story Elementary Trading Card 21, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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THE BIRTH OF THE KING

Bible Basis: John 1:1-18; Luke 1:26-2:20 A
Key Verse: “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord.”
—Luke 2:11, NIrV
Bible Point: God sent a Savior for the world. | can believe Jesus is my Savior.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 22: “The Birth of the King”

J

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: lyrics to familiar Christmas carols, scraps of paper, whiteboard or easel pad,
markers, bowl

Ahead of time, prepare slips of paper for children to play a Pictionary-type game with lyrics from
Christmas carols. Write one short phrase on each slip of paper such as “Silent night, holy night,” “on
Mary’'s lap is sleeping,” or “Angels we have heard on high.” Put several folded slips in a bowl and
have volunteers take a slip and draw its meaning for the large group to guess. Play several rounds
with different volunteers. After the game, talk about:

* What's your favorite Christmas carol and why?

® How do Christmas songs help us remember the Christmas story?

Say, In the Bible story today, we're going to hear the details of the Christmas story. Let's see
how well we know them.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 22

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 22. Have the children find Luke 2 and mark it in their
Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed throughout the story.

A Savior Comes

In this story, you will deliberately make mistakes. The children will let you know when they think
you've made a mistake and provide the right information.

Say, Listen carefully to the story, because | might get confused. | might need you to help me get
the facts straight. If you think I'm saying something that’s not quite right, stomp your feet until
| stop. Then you can tell me what | said wrong and help me get it right. Begin the story, pausing
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as indicated for children to stomp and correct you. If children don’t stop you, then stomp your own
feet and correct yourself.

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in the Old West. Pause, stomp, and correct.
Nazareth is not in the Old West. It's in Galilee. The angel went to a young woman named
Matilda. Pause, stomp, and correct. Oh that’s right; her name was Mary, and she was
engaged to a man named Charles. Pause, stomp, and correct. Thanks for straightening me
out. His name was Joseph. Mary and Joseph. I've got it now. The angel Gabriel greeted
Mary and said, “The Lord has given you special favor.”

Gabriel told Mary she was going to become pregnant by the Holy Spirit of God and give
birth to a baby girl. Pause, stomp, and correct. Not a girl? Then it must have been a boy. A
baby boy. Mary was pretty happy about this, and she took a nice long nap. Pause, stomp
and correct. What Mary actually did was praise God!

Someone else needed to hear this news. Mary was engaged to Charles, Pause, stomp, and
correct. | mean Joseph. When he found out Mary was going to have a baby, he wasn't sure
he wanted to marry her. Then an angel of the Lord came to him in the bathtub. Pause,
stomp, and correct. No, not the bathtub. It was a dream. The angel came to him in a dream
and said, “Don’t be afraid to take Mary home as your maid.” Pause, stomp, and correct.
Joseph wasn’t going to hire a maid. Mary was going to be his wife. That makes more sense.
The angel said, “She is going to have a son. You must give him the name Mike.” Pause,
stomp, and correct. | knew that didn’t sound right. The baby’s name would be Jesus. That’s
right, Jesus. When Joseph woke up from the dream, he did what the angel of the Lord told
him to do. He took Mary home as his wife.

In those days, President Lincoln made a law. Pause, stomp, and correct. That doesn’t sound
right, does it? It can’t be Lincoln. Kennedy? Bush? Obama? Maybe it wasn’t a president.
How about Caesar Augustus? Yes, that sounds better. Caesar Augustus, the Roman
emperor, wanted a list of everyone in the whole Roman world. All the people had to go to
their hometowns to put their names on the official list.

Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth. But that's not the town Joseph came from. His family
came from New York City. Pause, stomp, and correct. Okay, it wasn't New York; it was
Bethlehem. He came from Bethlehem. So Joseph and Mary had to go to Bethlehem, the
town of Casey at the Bat. Pause, stomp, and correct. No, | think Casey was from Mudlville,
but Bethlehem was the town of David. While they were there, the time came for Mary’s
baby to be born, so they headed for the hospital. Pause, stomp, and correct. No hospital in
Bethlehem! They couldn’t even find a decent room to stay in. But Mary gave birth to her
first baby anyway. It was a boy. She wrapped him in large strips of cloth and placed him in
a shopping cart. Pause, stomp, and correct. No hospital, and no shopping cart. Mary put the
baby in a manger.

Out in the fields nearby, there were carpenters. Pause, stomp, and correct. Carpenters don't
work in a field. It must have been shepherds. They were taking care of their puppies. Pause,
stomp, and correct. | guess shepherds don’t take care of puppies. They take care of sheep.
An angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds. The glory of the Lord shone all around
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them. They were ready to party! Pause, stomp, and correct. | guess it was kind of scary.
Those shepherds were terrified. Nothing like this had ever happened before.

Read Luke 2:10-12.

And then a whole rock band appeared in the sky. Pause, stomp, and correct. Okay, not a rock
band. A large group of angels. They praised God, saying, “May glory be given to God in
the highest heaven!”

Then the angels left and the shepherds looked at each other. They said, “Let’s go out to
dinner.” Pause, stomp and correct. No time for dinner! Those shepherds said, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem. Let's see this thing that has happened.” So off they went to Bethlehem. When
they got there, they couldn’t find Mary and Joseph anywhere. Pause, stomp, and correct.
That's not right. The truth is, they found Mary, Joseph, and the baby. The baby was lying
in the manger, just like the angel had said. After the shepherds had seen him, they told

everyone about what had happened. Everything they had seen and heard was just as they
had been told.

Read Luke 2:19.

The light of God had come into the world. That light was Jesus. Not everyone believed in

him. Some people did accept him. They believed in his name. He gave them the right to

become children of God. Jesus came from the Father, and he was full of grace and truth.
After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 22.
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you something special about the baby in the picture. As a

class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

® What is your favorite part of the Christmas story?

e What difference does it make if you think Jesus is the Savior of the world?

Say, Christmas is a favorite time of year for many people. Remembering that Jesus is the Savior
makes it even more special.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.
OpTiOon 1: GreeTInG Carp OrRNamenT
Stuff You Need: old Christmas cards, scissors, hole punch, narrow ribbon in three-foot lengths

Gather enough old Christmas cards so that each child can have three. Try to have a wide assortment
of images of the Christmas story. You may want to cut the backs off ahead of time so children only
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handle the pictures. Say, Find three pictures that show different parts of the Christmas story.
Children can string together three cards, or if they'd like they may cut specific images out of the
card. Hole punch the bottom and the top of each picture. String the images together by running a
ribbon through the holes, making sure to keep the ribbon behind the pictures. Go in through the top
and out from the bottom of each picture. Tie a knot at the bottom of the ribbon and a hanging loop
at the top. Talk about:

* How can you use this project to tell someone the story of a Savior being born?

* Invite the children to say the Bible verse together: “Today in the town of David, a Savior
has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).

You might want to invite any children who want to know more about believing in the Savior to speak
to you privately.

OpT1iOon 2: MarBLe ManGeR ReLay

Stuff You Need: marbles, construction paper, masking tape

Use the masking tape to mark start and finish lines across the room from each other. Assign players
to teams of four or five. If you have a small class, use at least three people to a team, or play as one
group. Give each player a sheet of construction paper. Show how to fold the paper in half lengthwise
two times to create a crevice that looks like a manger.

Remind children, In our Bible story, the angels brought good news to the shepherds, the
shepherds ran off to Bethlehem to see the good news—Jesus in the manger—and then the
shepherds told everyone they could find about the good news of a Savior. Your job is to pass
the good news (the marble) across the room by rolling it from one manger to another. Players
stand next to each other, feet touching, and pass the marble. Once a player passes the marble from
his manger to the next person’s manger, he or she can run to the head of the line and be ready to
receive it, then pass it again. If the team loses control of the marble and it falls to the floor, the entire
team goes back to the start line.

OpTion 3: Jesus Is THe SavIoR
Stuff You Need: Jesus Is the Savior Activity Sheet, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk about the story of the first Christmas, highlighting main
ideas. Have the children solve the puzzle, using the codes.

Solution 1: Jesus was born in a manger on Christmas morning.

Solution 2: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord.

OpTiOon 4: WHaT | BeLieve

Talk to your group about the many things that they believe. These can be very general and do not
have to be about their faith. Allow several minutes and quite a few ideas to be brainstormed. Write
these on chart paper or whiteboard so you can refer back to them.
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Ask:

® Which of these beliefs are very important to you?

e Are there any beliefs in this list that really help to determine how you live your life and
make decisions?

Now talk about faith with the group.

* What are some key beliefs that the group has about their faith?

* Does everyone in the group agree with these beliefs?

Break the large group into smaller groups of no more than four. Have each group write a persuasive
speech or a skit that tries to influence people to believe in Jesus as the Savior. Present the skit to the
rest of the groups and have them respond as to whether each helped guide them in their belief.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together thanking God for sending a Savior. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The
Story Elementary Trading Card 22, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.



THE STORY FOR KIDS: Later Elementary LESSON GUIDE: Lesson 23 97

JESUS’ MINISTRY BEGINS

Bible Basis: Matthew 3:1-17; 4:1-11, 24-25; Mark 1:31-2:12; 3:9-15; Luke 8:1-3

Key Verse: People brought to him all who were ill with different kinds of sicknesses ... Jesus healed
all of them. —Matthew 4:24, NIrV

Bible Point: Jesus shows people the power of God. | can look for God’s power in my life.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 23: “Jesus’ Ministry Begins”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: paper, markers in bold colors

Ahead of time, prepare signs that contain several color words, but use a different color to write the
letters. For instance, write the word “purple” using an orange marker. Write “green” using a brown
marker, and so on. For maximum impact, use a thick line of color. Say, How strong is your will power?
Let’s see who can resist temptation. Hold up signs and ask children to tell you what the signs say.
Most likely, at least some of the children will say the color of the letters they see, rather than the word
the letters spell. Others will catch themselves and think a moment before reading the words. The
natural inclination of most people is to say the color they see, rather than read the word. Talk about:

e Why is it hard to resist saying the color of the letters rather than the words?
e Tell me about some times when it's easy to get off track from what you’re supposed to do.

Say, In the Bible story today, the devil tried to get Jesus off track so he wouldn’t do God'’s work.
He tempted Jesus with great things. Let’s find out what Jesus did and how it helped him get
ready to do God'’s work.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 23, paper,
Flight Strips Activity Sheet, scissors, glue

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 23. You can also divide your class into two groups and
have one group find Matthew 3 and mark it in their Bibles; the other group should look up Mark 1
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.
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Jesus SHows Gob’s Power

Ahead of time, cut apart the Flight Strips. Give every child a sheet of paper to fold into an airplane of
any design they choose. You might want to have some helpers on hand if you have a lot of children.
Be prepared to demonstrate a simple method, such as folding in half lengthwise, folding two corners
to the folded center, then fold the wing flaps to the folded center. Many will have more sophisticated
methods they'll be eager to show off. Make enough copies of Flight Strips so that each child can have
a label to glue on an airplane, or simply write a number from 1 to 9 on the wings of their planes.

As you tell the story, pause as indicated to take a flight and find out what Jesus is doing next.
When you call out a flight number, children with that number on their Flight Strip should throw their
airplanes. (If you think this has potential to cause chaos, give clear instructions about what children
should do when they catch an airplane, such as put them under a chair or sit on them.)

When Jesus was alive on Earth, he walked everywhere. Or he may have ridden a donkey
once in awhile. If he were on Earth now, maybe he would use an airplane. Let's imagine that
we're flying around with Jesus. When | call your flight number, you'll throw your airplane for
someone to catch. If you catch one, read aloud what it says. So fasten your seatbelts and
let's get ready for our first flight.

The Bible doesn’t tell us a lot about Jesus between the time he was twelve years old and
when he was thirty. One of his friends might have been his cousin John. John was not only
Jesus’ cousin, but he was also a special person to God. He preached in the desert, saying,
“Turn away from your sins.” One day Jesus found John preaching near the Jordan River.
We're ready for Flight 1. Pause to throw Airplane 1: Jesus is baptized. (Have all the children
with that strip throw their airplanes. Then have one child read the strip aloud. If you're not using
the strips, read the statement yourself.)

Read Matthew 3:13-17. Then the Holy Spirit led Jesus on the next part of journey. We're
ready for Flight 2. Pause to throw Airplane 2: Jesus is tempted.

Read Matthew 4:1-2. The devil told Jesus to turn stones into bread so he could eat. But Jesus
resisted the temptation. He stuck to God's way. The devil wanted Jesus to jump off a high
building so the angels could save him. But Jesus resisted the temptation. He stuck to God'’s
way. The devil promised to give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus would bow to
the devil. But Jesus resisted the temptation. He stuck to God's way. Then the devil left, and
angels came and took care of Jesus.

Getting baptized by John and being tempted in the wilderness were two events that got
Jesus ready for the work God wanted him to do. Now it was time to start doing that work.
We're ready for Flight 3. Pause to throw Airplane 3: Jesus begins showing the power of God.

Jesus was ready to start his ministry and tell the people that God had sent him to save
them from their sins forever. He preached everywhere he went, and people began to follow
him. Now boarding for Flight 4. Pause to throw Airplane 4: Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law.

Jesus had a few special friends, called his disciples. One of his disciples was Peter, also called
Simon. Read Mark 1:30-31 People saw the power of God and started bringing other sick
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people to Jesus. We're ready for Flight 5. Pause to throw Airplane 5: Jesus heals a man with a
skin disease.

Read Mark 1:40-42. Passengers holding tickets for Flight 6 may now board. Pause to throw
Airplane 6: Jesus heals a man who can’t move.

One day Jesus was preaching in a crowded house. Four friends wanted to bring their friend
to Jesus. He couldn’t walk, so they had to carry him. But the house was too crowded, and
they couldn’t get in. So they made a hole in the roof and lowered the man through the hole
right in front of Jesus. Jesus told the man, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then he said, “Get up.
Take your mat and go home.” And the man got up! He walked away while everyone watched.
All the people were amazed at the way Jesus was showing the power of God. Have your
tickets ready for Flight 7. Pause to throw Airplane 7: Jesus heals people in great pain.

News about Jesus spread all over. People brought to him all who were ill with different
kinds of sicknesses. Some were suffering with great pain, and Jesus showed God’s power
and healed them. Just in time for Flight 8. Pause to throw Airplane 8: Jesus heals people
shaking wildly.

Some of the people who came to Jesus were shaking wildly. They couldn’t control their own
bodies. Jesus showed God's power and healed them. Flight 9 is our final flight of the day.
Pause to throw Airplane 9: Large crowds follow Jesus.

Large crowds followed Jesus everywhere he went. People came from close by and far away.
Everyone heard about the amazing things that Jesus did when he showed God'’s power and
wanted to see for themselves. Jesus traveled from one town to another. He announced the
good news of God’s kingdom and showed the power of God’s kingdom by everything he
did and everything he said.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 23.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about Jesus’ baptism. As a class, read the key

verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* How did Jesus’ temptation get him ready to do God'’s work?

* How did Jesus show the power of God?

Say, We might not be able to watch Jesus do miracles like the people in the Bible, but we can
be sure that God's power is still at work.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.
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STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTION 1: Weak MomenTs
Stuff You Need: coins, wall

Say, In our Bible story, we heard about a lot of sick people. They probably felt weak and
helpless, and that's why they came to Jesus. Let’s get an idea of how they felt. Have the class
line up against a wall with their backs and heels against the wall. Set a coin a few inches in front of
each child. See if they can pick up the coins without moving their feet. This is almost impossible to
do because bending over requires shifting the body’s center of gravity, which you can’t do if you are
standing up against the wall. Talk about:

* How did you feel when you couldn’t do something as simple as bend over and pick up a
coin?

* How do you think the people who came to Jesus felt?

* How does God show you his power when you feel helpless?

Say, God doesn’t wave a magic wand to fix everything that goes wrong, but he does let us
know that he is powerful and wants to help us.

OpTION 2: BRINGING EVERYTHING TO Jesus

Stuff You Need: open floor space, small items to pass (see below), basket or box

Ahead of time, collect an assortment of items in various shapes and sizes. For instance, have
something round, flat, heavy, light, tiny, slippery. Optional: tape labels to the items that describe
illnesses in the Bible story. Say, Our Bible verse reminds us that people came to Jesus with all
kinds of illnesses, and Jesus healed them. Some of those people went to a lot of effort, like the
four friends of the paralyzed man. Let’s think about bringing everything to Jesus while we bring
a few items around the circle. Have the children sit in a circle with their shoes off and legs extended
to the center. Put a basket in front of one person. Start the items around the circle with the person
next to the basket. Children will pass the items around using only their feet—no hands allowed! The
last person puts the item in the basket. If an item drops, start it again at the beginning of the circle.

e Tell me what it felt like when we were successful getting something around the circle and
into the basket without dropping it.

* How does bringing people or situations to Jesus help us see God's power?

Say, Jesus still shows God's power today. When we bring him everything that bothers us—
whether we're sick or worried or scared—we can look for how he’s going to help in that situation.
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OpTiONn 3: VoLcano Power

Stuff You Need: Red or brown modeling clay, 15x15-inch piece of cardboard, aluminum foil, plastic
soda bottle (20-ounce or larger), baking soda, dishwashing liquid, water, red food coloring, medium-
size plastic bowl, funnel, white vinegar, measuring spoons and measuring cups

Cover one side of the cardboard piece with aluminum foil. Place the plastic bottle, open side up, in
the middle of the cardboard, then form a volcano around it with the modeling clay. In a plastic bowl
combine two tablespoons of baking soda, one cup of water, five drops of dishwashing liquid, and
three drops of red food coloring. Using a funnel, pour the mixture into the plastic bottle. Ask, What
do you think will happen if we leave this bottle alone? What if we pour in some vinegar? Next,
pour one cup of white vinegar into the bottle. Then stand back and watch the volcano explode!

Then ask:

* How is God's power stronger than nature’s power?

* When have you experienced God'’s power in your life?

OpTiON 4: Gop Is in My LiFe
Stuff You Need: paper, art supplies

God is in all of our lives. We can see his influence in our friendships and families, in our work and
play. Some people are more aware of him in their lives and others are still looking and learning
of ways that God is there. Jesus is the best way for us to know that God is here with us.

Have the group give some specific examples of how Jesus helps them and other Christians to believe.
Brainstorm about miracles, events, prayers, and other ways that he has influenced your belief in God.

Have individuals choose one event in the Bible and summarize it on paper. Then supply the class
with art supplies and have them create a comic strip-type layout on which they can illustrate the
event they have talked about in their essay. Post the comics so that everyone can share.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray in small groups thanking God for his power. Encourage the children to pray about a specific
situation in which they need God’s power. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story
Elementary Trading Card 23, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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NO ORDINARY MAN

Bible Basis: Matthew 5:2-12; 6:5-15; 14:22-32; Mark 4:30-41; 6:30-44; Luke 10:25-37; 15:1-7;
John 6:66-71

Key Verse: “We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” —John 6:69, NIrV
Bible Point: Jesus teaches his friends and the crowds. | can learn from Jesus.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 24: “No Ordinary Man”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

As children gather, ask volunteers to tell you the hardest thing they ever had to learn in school. Then
ask about the hardest thing they ever had to learn outside of school (sports skills, music, chores,
etc.). Then see what the goofiest thing is the children ever had to learn. If someone has a skill to
demonstrate and you have time and space, encourage the demonstration. Talk about:

¢ If you want to learn something new, what do you do?

* What's your favorite way to learn something new?

Say, Our Bible story today is all about learning. Let’s see what we can learn about learning.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 24, cell
phone, Call-in Questions Activity Sheet

Optional: additional cell phones

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 24. Have the children find Matthew 6 and mark it in
their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passage listed in the story.

STories FRom Jesus

As you tell the story, children will make the sound of a phone ringing. Practice the sound ahead of
time, and make sure children know which signal means to start making the sound and which signal
means to stop. Hand out the Call-in Questions Activity Sheet to volunteers ahead of time, and after
each ringing episode, have someone ask the next question. If you have cell phones, you could have
children actually call the phone you're using. As you begin telling the story, fidget with your phone.

| hope this phone has a lot of battery power left in it because I'm sure getting a lot of calls.
Everyone seems to have a question about this Jesus fellow and the stories he's telling. As
soon as | put the phone down, it rings again. Give the signal for kids to make ringing sound.
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Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may | help you? Pause for Question 1: What is a parable? Yes,
| can help you with that. A parable is a story that teaches an important truth. Jesus used
parables to teach people truths about the kingdom of God. Parables were often about
everyday things that the people knew well, like sheep or mustard seeds. For instance, if a
shepherd has 100 sheep and one of them gets lost, the shepherd goes to look for it and
celebrates when he finds it. God celebrates when a lost sinner comes home like lost sheep.
Jesus’ friends and the crowds learned from these kinds of stories. Thank you for your call.
Put the phone down. Give the signal for the phone to ring again.

Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may | help you? Pause for Question 2: Did Jesus have
discussions with smart people? One time a young lawyer tried to trick Jesus. He asked,
“What must | do to receive eternal life?” Jesus wasn’t about to be tricked. He said, “What
does the law say?” He made the lawyer answer his own question. The man said, “Love

the Lord your God with all your heart, and love your neighbor as you love yourself.” But
the lawyer caught on that Jesus was trying to trick him back and said, “But who is my
neighbor?” Jesus told another story, and the whole crowd listened in. He told about a man
who was robbed and beaten up along the road. Two religious leaders saw him and walked
by on the other side of the road so they wouldn’t have to help him. But a man from another
country saw the man and took care of him. Then Jesus asked that smart lawyer, “Who was
the neighbor?” The one who took care of the wounded man was the neighbor. Neighbors
who need love are not hard to find. The people learned from hearing these discussions.
Thank you for your call. Put the phone down. Give the signal for the phone to ring again.

Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may | help you? Pause for Question 3: I've heard Jesus
preached long sermons. Is that true? Oh, yes, they were quite long, but the people didn't
mind. Crowds would gather and spread out over the mountainside to listen to Jesus
preach. He could preach as long as he wanted, and the people stayed and listened. I'd have
to say the Sermon on the Mount was the most famous one. Jesus talked about his favorite
topic, the kingdom of God. He let the people know what the kingdom of God would be like
and how they could live in this great kingdom. The people who need God the most are the
ones who live in his kingdom. The people learned from sermons. Thank you for your call.
Put down the phone. Give the signal for the phone to ring.

Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may | help you? Pause for Question 4: Did Jesus answer
questions about prayer? Yes, Jesus had a lot to say about prayer. He told the people not to
brag when they prayed, but to be humble and pray in private. Prayer is not a way to show
off that you know a bunch of fancy words. Prayer is about what's going on in your heart.
When his disciples said, “Teach us to pray,” he taught them Read Matthew 6:9-13. Jesus'
prayer is called the Lord’s Prayer and Christians all over the world pray this prayer. The
people learned when Jesus answered questions. Thank you for your call. Put the phone
down. Give the signal for the phone to ring.

Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may | help you? Pause for Question 5: Did Jesus teach both
large groups and small groups? It's true that Jesus often taught to very large groups of
people. Crowds followed him everywhere. But he also took time to be alone with his special
group of disciples and teach them privately. Jesus' friends learned when he spent time with
them. Thank you for your call. Put the phone down. Give the signal for the phone to ring.
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Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may | help you? Pause for Question é: Did Jesus use active
learning techniques? Ah, that's a very interesting question. Yes, he did. One time he took a
boy’s lunch of five loaves and two fish and used it to feed more than five thousand people.
Everyone participated in active learning that day! Another time, Jesus’ disciples saw him
walking on the water—yes, walking on the water! Peter decided to try. As long as he kept
his eyes on Jesus, Peter walked on water, too. But when Peter got scared, he sank. Jesus
saved him, of course. But I'd have to say that was an active lesson for Peter. The people
learned from seeing what Jesus did. Thank you for your call. Put the phone down. Give the
signal for the phone to ring.

Jesus Tells It Call Center; how may | help you? Pause for Question 7: What did the crowds
think of Jesus’ teaching? Great question! Jesus was no ordinary man. The people who
listened to him teach were amazed at what he had to say, and they said, “We believe and
know that you are the Holy One from God.” Thank you for your call. Put the phone down
and look at your watch or a clock.

Well, | see my shift is over. The questions just never seem to stop. | guess that's because
people never get tired of learning from Jesus, even two thousand years later.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 24.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about what Jesus is doing in the picture. Then ask
them to tell you other things that Jesus did. As a class, read the key verse from the back of the card
or from the Bible. Ask:

* Name some of the ways that people learned from Jesus.

* Name some ways that you can learn from Jesus.
Say, We learn all kinds of stuff every day. Let’s not forget to learn from Jesus, too.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help the children explore the lesson further.

OpTion 1: ParaBLe ParTy
Stuff You Need: paper, pencils

Say, One of the most common ways that Jesus taught the people was to tell a kind of story
called a parable. Review to see if the children understand what a parable is: a story that teaches

a truth God wants us to learn. You could remind children of some of the more familiar parables in
the gospels that they may recognize. Then encourage them to write their own parables. They can
work in pairs or small groups. Assign each group an item and a topic from the lists below in any
combination. Their task is to write a story about the item that teaches a truth about the topic. Ideally
the item would represent something related to the topic.
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ltems: iPod, DVD, stones, plastic bottles, rainbow, vacuum cleaner, mailbox
Topics: friendship, obedience, honesty, kindness, responsibility, courage, prayer
Hear the finished parables, then talk about:

* How do stories help people learn important ideas?

e Tell me about something you would like to learn from Jesus.

Say, The people in the Bible story learned from Jesus, and we can learn from Jesus, too.

OpTiON 2: Learning LisTs
Stuff You Need: butcher paper or large newsprint pad, markers

Label one sheet of paper “Everything we believe about Jesus,” and label a second sheet “What I'd like
to learn from Jesus.” Put both sheets up on the wall where children can get at them easily. If you have
a large group, put up two sheets for each topic. Say, Our Bible verse says, “We believe and know
that you are the Holy One of God” John 6:69. Take a minute to have children repeat the verse with
you. Let's make a list of everything we believe about God. Then we’ll make a list of things we'd
like to learn from Jesus. Hand out markers and encourage the class to each write at least one thing
on each list. Review the results together. Leave both lists on the classroom wall where you can look at
them again over the next few weeks as you study more stories about Jesus. Talk about:

* We can't sit on the hillside and listen to Jesus talk, so how do we learn from Jesus today?

¢ If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be?

Say, Jesus has as much to teach us as he did the people two thousand years ago. The question
is, are we willing to learn?

Encourage the children to make a plan to learn the answers to their questions.

OpTION 3: FinD IT!
Stuff You Need: index cards, Bible

Before class, write the books of the Bible on index cards, one book for each card. If you have a large
class, you may want to make more than one set. Say, One way we learn from Jesus is to study the
Bible. We are going to play a game to help us remember the books of the Bible. Explain that
you will mix up the cards on a table and they will have to put the books back in order. To make the
game active, have the children take cards, one at a time, to another area of your room to place in
order. Allow children to use the table of contents in a Bible if they are having difficulty. If your class
already knows the order of the books of the Bible well, have them group the books in topics such as
Law, Prophecy, and History.
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OpTION 4: Jesus, THe MasTer TeacHeRr
Stuff You Need: paper, scissors, pens

Jesus has been called by many names and one of them is Teacher. He is the Master Teacher and
the best source of information there is on God.

* How did Jesus teach his disciples and the other people around him?

* How does he teach us more than 2,000 years later? Give some specific examples of each.
(his actions, his teaching, his miracles, the parables)

* Do you think that the things Jesus did while on Earth are still effective teaching tools
today?

Ahead of time, write the names of several parables and miracles on small strips of paper, including
the miracle where Peter walked on the water. Divide the class into small groups and have one person
from each group choose a slip of paper. Allow time for the groups to write a skit dramatizing the
parable or miracle they have chosen. Use things around the classroom as props. Be sure each group
uses all of its members in the production.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray in small groups thanking God that we can learn from Jesus. Encourage children to choose a
specific way they can learn from Jesus this week. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The
Story Elementary Trading Card 24, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

Bible Basis: Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17

Key Verse: Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me. Don't keep them away. The kingdom of
heaven belongs to people like them.” —Matthew 19:14, NIrV

Bible Point: Jesus, the Son of God, told the children to come to him. | am important to Jesus.
Reference: The Story for Children, Chapter 25: “Jesus, the Son of God”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Start your class with a discussion about blessing. Talking about blessing will help the children take
what they already know about blessings and apply it to the Bible story. Gather your class around

you. Pretend to sneeze. See if a child says, “God bless you.” If not, ask questions about what you say
after someone sneezes. Ask,

* Why do we say “Bless you” or “God bless you"” after someone sneezes? (The origin of this
custom is not known, so let your class have fun thinking of reasons why.)

* What does it mean to bless someone? (Let children share their ideas here. You will spend the
rest of the lesson talking about what this means.)

* Do you think blessings are important? Why?

Say, We've talking about blessings. In today’s Bible story, we are going to learn about some
parents who wanted Jesus to bless their children.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: Copies of The Story for Children, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 25
Optional: Bible-time outfits

Tell the story from The Story for Children, Chapter 25. You can also have children find Mark 10 and
mark it in their Bibles. The children can follow along when Thaddeus reads the Scripture passage
listed in the story.

ImporTanT PeoprPLe

Today’s story is a drama with Thaddeus and Bartholomew, two of Jesus’ disciples. If available, let the
actors dress up in Bible-time clothes. You will need two volunteers for this drama. Consider asking
children ahead of time and letting them read through the script before class starts.
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Thaddeus: Hi! My name is Thaddeus. I'm one of Jesus’ 12 disciples. And this is Bartholomew.
He's also one of Jesus' disciples.

Bartholomew: We thought we knew Jesus pretty well. After all, we had been traveling with him
for awhile and listening to him teach. He'd done some amazing things.

Thaddeus: Remember when he fed five thousand men with five loaves of bread and two fish
from a little boy’s lunch? We thought we were going to look really silly trying to feed that many
people with so little food.

Bartholomew: And when Jesus walked on water and calmed a furious storm. He'd healed so
many people, too.

Thaddeus: What about that time with Lazarus?

Bartholomew: | wouldn't have ever believed it if | hadn’t seen it with my own eyes. Jesus had
a good friend named Lazarus. One day Jesus heard that Lazarus was really sick, but by the time
we got to Lazarus’ house, he had been dead for four days. We all knew that Jesus could heal
sick people, and we didn’t understand why Jesus hadn't helped Lazarus.

Thaddeus: We walked to Lazarus’ tomb and Jesus asked for the stone to be rolled away. So,
some people rolled the stone away.

Bartholomew: (Holding his nose and making a face.) Ugh! When they rolled away the stone, it
smelled awful!

Thaddeus: But Jesus didn’t seem to care. He prayed and then shouted, “Lazarus, come out!”
We all watched in amazement as Lazarus walked out of that tomb alive and well, as if he'd never
been sick.

Bartholomew: Jesus is always surprising us with the things he does, but we still thought we
knew Jesus pretty well.

Thaddeus: One day, Jesus had been teaching the people. When Jesus teaches, everyone tries
to get close to Jesus. They know he’s pretty special. This time, parents were trying to get their
children close to Jesus. They wanted Jesus to bless their children.

Bartholomew: See, blessings were really important. A blessing is more than fancy words.

Thaddeus: We had htis one covered. Teaching crowds is hard work. We thought Jesus should
have a break from teaching and rest for a while. So, we sent the parents and the children away.
“Not now,” we said. “Jesus has mroe important things to do.” After all, if Jesus is the Son of
God, he should be spending time with important people like our leaders. So, we kept sending
them away. We didn’t want the children to take up Jesus’ time.

Bartholomew: Then, Jesus got angry. We didnt” know why he was so angry. We were only
trying to help him. If we hadn’t sent them away, every child from miles around would have come
to be blessed by Jesus. He could have been there all night blessing the children.
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Thaddeus: What did we do this time? We were always getting into trouble for things. But, every
time, Jesus would forgive us.

Bartholomew: What Jesus said was so important that our friends Matthew and Mark wrote
about it in their books about Jesus' life. Luke even wrote about it, too.

Thaddeus: (Read Mark 10:14b-15.) Jesus told the children to come. When he said that, some of
the children wiggled out of their parents’ hands and ran to Jesus. Others were shy and tried to
hide behind their parents. Jesus took some of the children in his arms and gave them hugs. He
put his hands on some of their heads. He blessed all of them. By the time Jesus was done, even
the shy children were trying to get close to Jesus.

Bartholomew: We were right about one thing. Children came from everywhere to be blessed
by Jesus. He said that to receive the kingdom of God you have to have faith like a little child
and just believe. | guess we still have a lot to learn from Jesus, but we know that children are
important to Jesus. We dwon't make that mistake again!

After ou have told the Blble story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 25.
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you what the picture tells them about Jesus. As a class,
read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* What did Jesus do in the story?

* What does this story show about Jesus and children?

Say, Jesus told the children to come to him. Spending time with someone can show they are
important to you.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with children later.

STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpT1ion 1: Come 10 Me Game

Play this active gave with your class to help them remember that Jesus told the children to come to
him. Have one volunteer play Jesus. If you are uncomfortable with a child playing Jesus or you have

a small class, you can stand in the center. Divide the class into two groups. One group will be the
disciples and will stand around Jesus. The other group will be children trying to get to Jesus. The
disciples try to keep the children from getting to Jesus. If the child in the middle says, “Come to me,”
the disciples must let the children come. Switch roles so children get to participate in a variety of roles.

OpTION 2: Macic ScraTcH PosTer
Stuff You Need: sheets of magic scratch paper, scratch tools such as a pencil or a bamboo skewer

Let your class make colorful poster reminders that they are important to Jesus. Give a sheet of magic
scratch paper and a scratch tool to each child. Explain to the children that they should use their tool
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to scrape off the black surface to reveal beautiful colors. Have the children scratch out th words, “I

am important to Jesus” on their poster and add any designs that they want. Encourage children to
hang the poster in their bedrooms, a school locker, or anywhere they will be reminded that they are
important to God. You can find magic scratch paper at many crat supply stores, online, or you can make
your own by filling a sheet of paper with color from crayons and then painting over it with black paint.

OpTION 3: BLessSING SearcH
Stuff You Need: Blessing Search Activity Sheet, Bibles, concordance, pencils
Optional: Blble dictionary

Jesus blessed the children. Let your class go on a search in their Bibles for other blessings in the Bible.
Give an activity sheet to each child. If you have a large class, divide into small groups to work together.
Show your class how to use a concordance and a Bible dictionary to find passages about blessings. They
can write down the passage and what they learn about blessings on the activity sheet. If you divided your
class into small groups, have each group share what they learned before ending the activity.

OpTION 4: WRITe 3 BLessING
Stuff You Need: paper, pens, Blbles, whiteboard, and marker

Optional: dictionary diefinition of the words bless and blessing

Blessing was an important concept in today’s lesson. In this activity your class will further discuss
blessings and then write a blessing for someone they know. Ask:

e After our lesson, what do you think a blessing is? Did your definitions of blessing change?

* What does it mean to bless someone? (After these two questions, share the definitions of bless
and blessing.)

* What are important words or parts of a blessing? (Write these on a whiteboard. If children
have completed Option 3 previous to this activity, they should have examples of different bless-
ings in the Bible.)

Say, Now that we've talked about blessings some more, you are going to write a blessing for
someone you know. It might be a parent or grandparent, a sibling, a friend, or another person
you know. Use the important words and parts of a blessing to help you write your blessing. Allow
children to work on their blessings. Ask for volunteers to share their blessings, but don't force anyone
to share. Encourage children to share the blessing with the person they wrote it for this week.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Spend time praying and blessing each child by name. If you feel comfortable, put your hand on the
child’s head or shoulder as you bless them in Jesus’ name. Consider asking parents to come to class
five minutes before the end of class to participate in this blessing with you. Make sure each child takes
home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 25, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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THE HOUR OF DARKNESS

Bible Basis: Matthew 26:26-28, 33-35; 27:46-49; Luke 22:51-62; 23:32-49; John 13:21-30;
14:1-15; 18:4-10; 19:30

Key Verse: "Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God. Believe in me also.” —John 14:1, NIrV
Bible Point: Jesus died for our sins so we can be with him forever. | can accept his love.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 26: “The Hour of Darkness”

( STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

As the children gather, ask if they ever think a punishment is unfair. Choose six volunteers and
pair them off. One person in the pair names something that children do that gets them in trouble,
and the other tells what the punishment should be. The large group votes whether they think the
punishment is fair. Talk about:

* How do you decide if a punishment is fair?

e Tell about a time you did not get what you deserved?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll hear about how Jesus faced a punishment he didn’t deserve
so that we wouldn’t get what we did deserve.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 26, Bible
Explore Activity Sheet

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 26. You can also have the children look up several
Bible verses throughout the story, starting with John 14. Either you or a child in your class can read
the Scripture passages listed throughout the story.

Gob’s Love PLan

In this story, you'll narrate sections then ask the children to work together to answer the questions on
the Activity Sheet by reading portions in the Bible. Before you begin, assign the children to groups
of three or four and make sure everyone has a Bible, an activity sheet, and a pencil.

Our story begins at a busy time in Jerusalem. It was the Passover feast! Everyone in
Jerusalem was getting ready to celebrate the way God saved his people from slavery in
Egypt many years before. The Passover celebration included a special meal, and Jesus and
his closest friends gathered for this big meal.



THE STORY FOR KIDS: Later Elementary LESSON GUIDE: Lesson 26 112

Jesus was thinking about what was going to happen. He knew the time was close when he
would have to go away. It was time for him to finish the work God had given him to do. In
fact, this would be the last meal Jesus would share with his friends.

Jesus knew his friends would get scared. He said they would run away and they would tell
people that they didn’t even know Jesus. One friend, Peter, refused to believe this. He said
he would rather die than say he didn’t know Jesus!

Pause and have the children read John 14:1-3 and complete that portion of the Activity Sheet.

After the meal, Jesus and some of his friends went to a garden. Jesus went off by himself
to pray. Jesus knew everything that was going to happen to him. And even though he was
the Son of God, he knew it was going to be hard to do what God wanted him to do. Jesus
prayed hard to God for help. His friends kept falling asleep while they waited for him to
finish praying. Finally, he woke them up, because he knew the big moment had come.

Jewish leaders stormed into the quiet garden with soldiers. One of Jesus’ friends, Judas,
was with them.

Pause and have the children read John 18:4-9 and complete that portion of the Activity Sheet.

The Jewish leaders had paid money to Judas to turn in his friend. But Jesus knew all this
was supposed to happen just the way God planned it. Soldiers arrested Jesus, and all his
friends ran away—just like Jesus had said they would. The soldiers took Jesus to leaders
who wanted him to die. Peter secretly followed the soldiers. He wanted to know what was
happening to Jesus, but he was also really scared.

Pause and have the children read Luke 22:55-62 and complete that portion of the Activity Sheet.

During the night, the religious leaders had a fast trial. People lied about Jesus to make it
sound like he'd done something wrong. In the morning, Jesus was led out to be killed. In
those days, criminals were killed by being nailed to a cross. Jesus hadn’t done anything
wrong, but he was being punished with two other criminals. Soldiers made fun of him, like
it was all a big joke.

For long painful hours, Jesus hung on the cross. It was getting hard to breathe, and his
whole body was hurting.

Pause and have the children read Matthew 27:45-52 and complete that portion of the Activity
Sheet.

All this showed that everything that happened to Jesus was part of God’s plan. It was no
accident.

Our sins get in the way of knowing God—all our bad thoughts and bad attitudes and bad
actions and bad choices. When Jesus died, he took the punishment that we deserve and
cleared the way for us to know God and live forever in heaven. Jesus loves us so much that
he was willing to do what God asked him to do—to take our punishment for us. We don’t
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get what we deserve; instead, we get to be with Jesus. Jesus died for our sins so we can be
with him forever. The best choice we could ever make is to accept his love.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 26.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about why Jesus was crucified. As a class, read

the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* Who deserved the punishment that Jesus had?
* Why did God send Jesus to take our punishment?

Say, Jesus died for our sins. He wants us to accept the gift of God’s love.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTiONn 1: Bean Mosaic

Stuff You Need: several varieties of dried beans in different colors and sizes, cardboard, white glue,
markers, scissors

Optional: paper plates

Say, The cross reminds us of what Jesus did for us—that he died for our sins so we can be with
him forever. Have the class cut cross shapes out of cardboard. Then use the beans to create a
mosaic effect by arranging them in pleasing artistic patterns. As the children work, talk about:

* Why would someone volunteer to take another person’s punishment?

* What does the cross mean to you?

Say, Jesus died for our sins so we can be with him forever. He wants us to accept the love God
gives us. You may want to invite the children to speak with you privately if they want to know more
about accepting God's love and living with him forever. Transport crosses on paper plates.

OpT1iOon 2: CrRoss Toss

Stuff You Need: 3 or 4 small rectangular boxes, tossing items (coins, hard candies, pebbles, buttons,
beans)

Have the children stand in a circle. In the middle of the circle arrange the rectangular boxes in the
shape of a cross. Say, Jesus died for our sins so we can be with him forever. He wants us to trust
in him and not have troubled hearts. In this game, we’re going to toss our sins and troubles into
the cross and let Jesus take care of them. Give each player a supply of items to toss. If you think
your children are mature enough to name specific sins or troubles, ask them to do so as they toss.
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Variation: Set up more than one cross and have only four players at each cross. Give each player a
different item to toss so that at the end of the game players can compare how many items they got
in the box. Talk about:

e If you could wipe out every wrong thing you've ever done, how do you think you'd feel?

* When you see a cross, what does it remind you of?

Say, Because of what Jesus did when he died for us, we can live with him forever. God wipes
out every wrong thing we ever do and helps us do the right things.

OpTiON 3: Yes, Jesus Loves Me Too
Stuff You Need: Yes, Jesus Loves Me Too Activity Sheet, highlighters

Give an activity sheet to each child. Solve the wordsearch puzzle. Use the word bank if necessary.
Talk about key words.

Option 4:1 Am WoRTH IT

Say, God had planned that Jesus would come to Earth a long, long time ago. He knew that as
humans we would mess things up and he would have to fix things for us. By sending his son to
Earth, to teach us and love us so completely, he teaches us that we are worth it.

* How can we live our lives to show God that we know how important the gift of his Son is?
* How do we show Jesus that we are worth the gift of his life?
Ahead of time, write on slips of paper actions that are signs of our love and affection. Put the slips of
paper in a basket and have volunteers choose one slip each. In a charade-like format have children

act out the signs for the rest of the group to guess and then briefly discuss.

Some examples are:

e Attending church services * Join a youth group
* Praying or meditating alone or in a group ® Being kind to others
* Participating in a Bible study e Singing in a choir

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray in small groups thanking Jesus for dying for our sins. Make sure each child takes home a copy of
The Story Elementary Trading Card 26, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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THE RESURRECTION

Bible Basis: Matthew 28:2-8, 16-20; Luke 24:36-49; John 20:1-6
Key Verse: “He is not here! He is risen, just as he said he would.” —Matthew 28:6, NIrV
Bible Point: God raised Jesus from the dead. God gives me new life, too.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 27: “The Resurrection”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: paper, black marker

You can do this activity with a few volunteers or have all the children do it, depending on your
setting. Make a black dot, about a quarter inch in diameter at one end of the paper. Then write the
numbers 1 through 7 across the page about an inch apart. Cover your right eye and hold the paper
at arm’s length in front of you with your left hand. Look at the dot. Then look at each of the numbers,
keeping the dot in your side vision. The dot will “disappear” around number 5. Talk about:

* What happened to the dot? Is it still there? Explain.

* Have you ever seen something that seemed to disappear?

Say, In the Bible story today, we'll find out about something that disappeared—and it was a
happy surprise.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 27

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 27. You can also have the children find Luke 23,
Matthew 28, or John 20 and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the
Scripture passages listed throughout the story.

Jesus Rose FrRom THe Deab

Choose four readers for the parts in the script. If you wish, you can dress them in Bible-time clothing.
Then teach these actions for the rest of the children to do in response to the cue words in bold print.

Jesus—touch the tip of the right middle finger to the left palm, then touch the left middle finger
to the right palm

Disciples—put arms around each others’ shoulders

Tomb—scrunch down as if in a cave
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Angel—use hands to make halos above their heads

Reader 1: It was a sad, sad day when Jesus died. The religious leaders didn't like the things he
said and did, and they made up lies about him.

Reader 2: Soldiers nailed him to a cross, and he died. His friends, the disciples, didn’t know
what to think.

Reader 3: How could this happen to Jesus? What was going to happen to the disciples?
Reader 4: Read Luke 23:52-53. A big stone blocked the opening to the cave.

Reader 4: Jesus had promised to come back to life in three days. The religious leaders
remembered he said that, and they wanted to make sure no one could think it had really

happened.

Reader 1: They put soldiers in front of the tomb to make sure no one tried to steal Jesus’ body
and pretend he was alive.

Reader 2: No one really thought Jesus would come back to life. But after three days, the
soldiers were in for a disappearing act.

Reader 3: Read Luke 24:1.

Reader 4: But what about the big stone?

Reader 1: How were the women going to get to Jesus' body?
Reader 2: There was a powerful earthquake!

Reader 3: An angel of the Lord came down from heaven and rolled the huge stone away from
the tomb.

Reader 4: The angel sat on the stone. His body shone like lightning, and his clothes were as
white as snow.

Reader 1: The guards were so afraid of the angel that they shook and became like dead men.
Reader 2: Read Matthew 28:5-6.

Reader 3: Had Jesus disappeared?

Reader 4: No, not disappeared.

Reader 1: Risen! The angel said:

Read Matthew 28:7.
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Reader 3: So the women hurried away from the tomb. They were afraid but full of joy at the
same time. They ran to tell the disciples about the angel and the empty tomb.

Read John 20:307.

Reader 1: The disciples didn't know what to think. Had Jesus disappeared?

Reader 2: No, not disappeared.

Reader 3: Risen!

Reader 4: The only things they found were the strips of cloth the body had been wrapped in.

Reader 1: When they got back home, they talked with the other disciples about what they had
seen at the tomb.

Reader 2: The disciples were still talking about the angel and the empty tomb when Jesus
himself suddenly stood among them.

Reader 3: He didn't come in through a door or a window.

Reader 4: He was just there! They thought they were seeing a ghost!

Read Luke 24:38-39.

Reader 2: Read Luke 24:40-42.

Reader 3: It took a while for the disciples to understand that Jesus was really back.
Reader 4: After all, people don’t come back from the dead every day.

Reader 1: So for the next few weeks, Jesus showed up sometimes to remind the disciples of his
teachings.

Reader 2: It was important for them to know why he died and came back to life, because it
would be up to them to tell everyone else what they saw and heard.

Reader 3: Finally, Jesus told his disciples to go to a mountain, and he came to them there.
Read Matthew 38:19.

Read Matthew 28:20.

Reader 2: God raised Jesus from the dead. God gives us new life, too.

Reader 3: When we believe in Jesus, we can live with him forever.

Reader 4: And that's great news for everyone!
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After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 27.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about Jesus’ resurrection. As a class, read the key
verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* What surprising news did the angel have?

e Why was Jesus rising from the dead so important?

Say, God raised Jesus from the dead! God has the power to give us new life, too. He wants us
to be with him forever.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTion 1: GROUP SCULPTURE
Stuff You Need: clay or play dough, cardboard, toothpicks, plastic knives, other decoration supplies

If you want to make homemade play dough, mix 2 cups of flour, 1 cup of salt, and 1 cup of water.

Say, The Bible story today had an unexpected twist. People were expecting Jesus to stay dead,
but he didn’t. Let's make a picture of this unexpected event. Talk briefly about what elements the
resurrection scene should contain, such as tomb, stone, angel, women. Press the dough out flat onto
the cardboard. If it doesn’t seem to be sticking, add a little water. Use the dough like a canvas. With
toothpicks and plastic knives, draw the elements of the resurrection scene. If you have extra dough,
kids can sculpt 3-D pieces to add to the picture. As the children work, talk about:

* What do you think is the most amazing part of that first Easter morning?

e Tell me in your own words why God raised Jesus from the dead.

Say, God raised Jesus from the dead! God has the power to give us new life, too. He wants us
to be with him forever. Set the project aside to dry and enjoy it together in coming weeks.

OpTION 2: ResurrecTion DrRama
Stuff You Need: Bible

Optional: Bible-time clothes, props, video recording device

Have the children use the Bible passages from today’s story to put on a drama about Jesus’
resurrection using their own words. Encourage them to use Bible-time clothes and other props. If
you have access to a video recording device, record the final performance.
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OpTION 3: Were You THeRre?
Stuff You Need: Were You There? Activity Sheet, Bibles, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Say, Jesus rising from the dead is a miracle. There were
witnesses to that great and unforgettable event. Have the children think about what it might have
been like to witness Jesus rising. On the activity sheet, have each child write a narrative, describing
what it was like for them to witness Jesus' rising from the dead. Have them write it from the
perspective of one of the women, a soldier/guard, or someone else in the garden. Share the stories
with the class and encourage them to take them home to share with their families.

OpT1iOn 4: New LiFe

Stuff You Need: art supplies, paper, markers or crayons
What does it mean to say that God gives us new life?
Have individuals tell their ideas of what this means.

Explain how it happens. Do we really die and come to life again? Or does it mean that God
changes the life that we have to something better or more fun?

What does Jesus have to do with this new life?

Using art supplies like paper, paint, markers, glue, and crayons, create a before and after
picture. We all have read the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection and the new life he offers
us, but this is a before and after picture of you. Fold the paper in half the long way. Draw
yourself as you are now and then yourself in your new life with Jesus. Be creative and use
materials to create 3-D features. Share with the group what you have drawn and what the
difference is in your life.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray in small groups, thanking God for the new life he gives us through Jesus. Make sure each
child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 27, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the
Parents’ Page.
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NEW BEGINNINGS

Bible Basis: Acts 1:2-11; 2:1-6, 23-24, 32-33, 42-47, 8:4-8; 9:1-9, 17-19

Key Verse: All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit. They began to speak in languages they had
not known before. The Spirit gave them the ability to do this. —Acts 2:4, NIrV

Bible Point: God gives his people the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit can live inside me.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 28: “New Beginnings”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

As the children gather, have them stand in a large circle. If you have more than twenty in class, break
into groups of no more than twenty. You may want to separate boys and girls into different groups.
Have the group hold hands. Then ask the children to knot themselves up. They can twist under arms,
step over hands, cross to the other side of the circle—but they may not let go of each other’s hands.
Let them tangle themselves up for a few minutes, then stay in that position for the discussion.

e Tell me something great about being connected to other people.

e If | said you had to wait like this for a long time, how would you feel?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll hear about a group of people that weren’t sure what they
were tangled up with. Jesus told them to go to Jerusalem and wait. Let’s find out what
happened there.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids; Bibles; The Story Elementary Trading Card 28; poster
board; marker; tape; Cloud, Fire, Light Activity Sheet, paper, pencils

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 28. You can also have the children find Acts 1 and
mark it in their Bibles. Then, use the Cloud, Fire, Light Activity sheet present the story.

A New Community

Ahead of time, prepare three posters. Put one of these words on each poster: Cloud, Fire, Light. If
you're artistic, add drawings. Set up three stations around the room. Put a poster at each station,
along with a Bible. Cut apart the story segments on the Activity Sheet and leave the appropriate
portion at each station. If you have a large group, you might want to provide more than one set of
supplies at each station.
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Have the class form pairs or trios. Give each group a sheet of paper and a pencil. Say, Today’s Bible
story has three scenes, a Cloud scene, a Fire scene, and a Light scene. Point out the stations you've
set up. Go to each station and read the paper you find there. It will tell you what part of the Bible
to read. After you read everything, write down anything you find that is “new.” Remember, you
might not see the word “new,” but something new could still be happening.

Get children started at the Cloud Station, then let each small group work at its own pace to go
through the three stations. When everyone is finished, gather as a large group to recap the story. Ask
the children to tell you what they discovered at each station. Summarize the story and discuss the
“new” items found. (For instance, new Spirit, new part of life for Jesus’ disciples, new good news for
everyone, new life for Saul, new community of believers.)

Close by saying, After Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit, he was taken up in a cloud. Then
the Holy Spirit came to his friends in tongues of fire. And finally, Saul’s life was changed by

a bright light and he was filled with the Holy Spirit. God gave his people the gift of the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit can live inside us, too, when we believe in Jesus the way the people in
the story did.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 28.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about what the tongues of fire are. As a class,
read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* What gift did God give his people?

* What happened to Saul on the way to Damascus?

Say, The Holy Spirit was not just for Bible times. The Holy Spirit lives in us, too, when we believe
in Jesus.

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTiOon 1: LivinG PicTuRres
Stuff You Need: Bibles
Optional: Bible-time clothes, props

Divide the class into three groups and give each group one part of the story—Jesus going to
heaven, the Holy Spirit coming, and Saul meeting Jesus. The groups don't have to be the same size.
The groups should talk about their part of the story and decide on three parts to picture. When it's
their turn, they should freeze in poses to show the scenes. When everyone has shown their scenes,
talk about why they chose those parts of the story to show. If you have a large class, each picture can
be done by different children.
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OpTiON 2: TanGRam SToRIeS
Stuff You Need: Tangram Stories Activity Sheet

If possible, duplicate the activity sheet on colorful cardstock or sturdy paper. Have the children

cut apart the shapes. Briefly review the main events in the Bible story: Jesus went to heaven, the
Holy Spirit came, and Saul met Jesus on the way to Damascus. Encourage children to arrange the
tangram shapes in ways that illustrate characters or elements from the Bible story. Children may want
to work together to create an entire scene.

® Which part of the story was the best part for you?
* What would it mean to have the Holy Spirit in your life?

Say, God's gift of the Holy Spirit is for all his people. That includes you!

OpT1iOon 3: THe GIFT OF THe SPIRIT
Stuff You Need: The Gift of the Spirit Activity Sheet, markers, pens

Say, When God gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to the disciples after Jesus rose, it was to give
courage and strength to the believers so that they could go out and spread the Good News!
What does the Holy Spirit do for us today? Give an activity sheet to each child. Have the children
write words on the flame that describe how the Holy Spirit has influenced their life. Have them color
the flames a bright color to match the spirit that is in them. Share some of the words/gifts.

OpTiONn 4: Gop Gives GIFTs
Stuff You Need: poster board, markers

God has given us so many gifts. Everything we have and everything we are is a result of his
great love for us. The Holy Spirit is another one of those great gifts. Just like when the Spirit
came upon the disciples, the Holy Spirit is available to all of us. He gives us strength and
wisdom to accept and believe in God and in Jesus as our Savior.

Divide the class into small groups. Assign each of the groups a person of the Trinity, making sure that
at least one group has each of the persons. Instruct the groups to brainstorm together a list of gifts
that we receive as believers in the Trinity, in particular the part of the Trinity they were assigned.

Give a sheet of poster board to each of the groups and have them draw a large triangle in the center
of the paper. Within the triangle have the groups write about or draw about the gifts that we have
received. Share with the larger group.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together, thanking God that he sent the Holy Spirit. Make sure each child takes home a copy of
The Story Elementary Trading Card 28, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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PAUL'S MISSION

Bible Basis: Acts 16:16-40; 1 Thessalonians 1:2-5; 3:9-13; 4:16-18; 5:16-28; 1 Corinthians 1:10;
12:12-18, 27; 13:1-7; 15:21; 16:23-24; Galatians 5:22-25; 6:18

Key Verse: He asked, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus.”
—Acts 16:30-31, NIrV

Bible Point: Jesus saves us if we believe in him. | can choose to believe.

Resource: The Story for Kids Chapter 29: “Paul’s Mission”

( STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: 2 books, card, jar lid, pebbles

Ask, Do you think it's true that everything has a breaking point? Let’s do an experiment and find
out. Ask a couple volunteers to help you set the books a few inches apart, then lay the card on top
of them to span the gap like a bridge. Set the jar lid on the card. Let volunteers set a few pebbles

at a time on the lid. When the card falls, count the pebbles. Now roll the card into a cylinder. Put

the side where the edges come together on the bottom and flatten slightly to set the curved shape
on the book. Put the jar lid on top again, and again add pebbles. The children will discover that the
curved card can support a heavier load than the flat card. Talk about:

* Were you surprised that the shape of the card made a difference?

e Can you think of anything that can’t break?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll hear about something that broke when no one thought it
ever could.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 29

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 29. You can also have the children find Acts 16 and
mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

Goobp News: BeLieve In Jesus

As you tell this story, children will mime the action to your narration. You'll need people to play
Paul, Silas, slave owners (one or two), judges (one or more), jailer, jailer's family (several). If you have
a large class, the rest of the class can be the crowd in Philippi. If you have a small class, you can
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double up on roles or have those students read the Scripture verses. Encourage children to listen
carefully for any hint of action, emotion, or attitude they can express by movement or expression.
If they listen especially for verbs, that will be a good start. Read slowly and deliberately, pausing
occasionally so children can keep up.

Paul didn’t believe in Jesus at first. Then he saw Jesus in the middle of the road. When
Jesus talked to him, Paul believed. Then he couldn’t stop talking about Jesus everywhere
he went. He traveled with his friend Silas.

Read Acts 16:16-18.

The spirit left the slave girl immediately. When her owners realized they couldn’t make any
more money, they got angry. They grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them to the judges.
“These men are making trouble in our city,” they said. “They are suggesting things that are
against the law, and we can’t do these things.” The crowd joined the attack against Paul and
Silas. Finally the judges ordered Paul and Silas to be stripped and whipped without mercy.

Paul and Silas were thrown in prison. The jailer was ordered to guard them carefully. He put
them deep inside the prison and fastened their feet with chains so they couldn’t get away.

Read Acts 16:25-28.

The jailer called for lights, then rushed in shaking with fear. He fell down in front of Paul
and Silas. He asked them, “What must | do to be saved?” They answered, “Believe in the
Lord Jesus. Then you and your family will be saved.” They told the jailer all about Jesus.
Paul and Silas told everyone in the jailer's house about Jesus. It was the middle of the night,
but the jailer washed the wounds of Paul and Silas. Then he and his whole family were
baptized because they believed in Jesus.

Early in the morning, the judges sent their officers to the jailer. They ordered him to let Paul
and Silas go.

Paul and his helpers traveled to a lot of other places. Paul’s teachings helped new Christians
understand the things Jesus wanted them to do. Paul also wrote letters to churches. His
words were full of encouragement and teaching to help the people be strong in their beliefs.
We still have many of his letters today in the Bible, and we can read them for ourselves.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 29.
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you about Paul’s mission. As a class, read the key verse
from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* What broke in this story when no one thought it could?
* What good news did the jailer hear because the prison doors and chains broke?

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

Say, The jailer wanted to know how to be saved, so Paul told him. Jesus still saves us if we
believe in him.
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STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTiON 1: LeTTeRr BunbLes

Stuff You Need: Paul’s Letters Activity Sheet, envelopes, variety of wrapping paper, markers,
scissors, glue, ribbon

Give an activity sheet to each child. Say, After Paul got out of jail, he traveled to many places
and he wrote many letters to churches. We'll make a bundle that reminds us of his letters. Have
children cut apart the letters from the activity sheet and put each one in an envelope. Decorate the
outside of the envelope with markers or glue on wrapping paper. Bundle all the envelopes together
and tie a ribbon around the bundle. As children work, take the opportunity to read the letters aloud.
Then talk about:

* How did Paul share good news with the jailer in Philippi?
* How did Paul share good news with people in other cities?

Say, The jailer chose to believe in Jesus, and he was saved. You can choose to believe, too. If
you sense a child may be ready to express faith, extend an invitation to talk privately.

OpTiOn 2: PersecuTion Prayer

Stuff You Need: information and prayer requests for the persecuted church, index cards, pencils

Before class, gather information about the persecuted church as well as prayer requests. Some
organizations dedicated to helping the persecuted church have information specifically for kids.

In class, say, Christians in some places in the world are not allowed to meet and worship God.
They might be fired, beaten, thrown in prison, or even be killed for believing in Jesus. We are
going to take time to pray for those people. Allow children to take time to read the information
and pray individually or in groups for the persecuted church. Encourage them to write some of the
prayer requests on an index card and pray for them throughout the week.

OpTiOoNn 3: BReak THe CHaiIns

Stuff You Need: Break the Chains Activity Sheet, pencils, Bibles, one or more concordances

Say, We are often chained down by things that we do or believe. These words or actions or
thoughts keep us stuck and hold us back from believing in God’s love and mercy. Talk to the class
about some of the words in the Bible that can help and encourage us to break out of the chains.

Give an activity sheet, pencil, and a Bible to each child. Help them find words and passages in the
concordance that help break the chains for them. Write them in the links of the chain and share.
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OpTiON 4: FaiTH Journey
Talk about faith with the large group.

What do you think influences or makes a person have faith in something or someone? What
might influence a person to have faith in God?

If you are comfortable, share your faith journey with the group. Talk about the time you first realized
what faith meant to you and how it has made a difference in your life. Did you grow up in a faith-
filled family and so was influenced by their beliefs or did you learn about God on your own? Talk
about things in the world and in your life that have strengthened your faith and brought you closer
to God.

After you have shared, ask the group if anyone would like to share why they believe in God. Talk
about people that may have taught them about faith and being a believer.

Share more stories from Acts and other New Testament stories about how the disciples spread the
words of God throughout the world. Perhaps have small groups dramatize one of the stories for the
rest of the class.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray in small groups thanking God that Jesus saves us if we believe in him. Try to be available to
any child who is curious about salvation. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story
Elementary Trading Card 29, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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PAUL'S FINAL DAYS

Bible Basis: Acts 20:22-28, 36-38; 22:22-29; 27:1, 9-41; 28:1-10

Key Verse: | only want to complete the work the Lord Jesus has given me. He wants me to tell the
others about the good news of God's grace. —Acts 20:24, NIrV

Bible Point: Paul served God with his whole life. God wants me to serve him, too.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 30: “Paul’s Final Days”

STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Stuff You Need: box, large towel, small kitchen utensils or hand tools

Be sure to choose items that children won't hurt themselves with. Some suggestions: can opener,
rubber spatula, small screwdriver, clamp, measuring spoon, measuring tape, whisk, wrench, paintbrush,
bolt. Put at least five items in the box and lay a towel over the box. Ask volunteers to put one hand in
the box, under the towel, and see what items they can identify by touch. Then reveal all the tools. Talk
about:

* What kinds of jobs would you use these tools for?

* How important is it to like the job you're doing?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll find out how Paul felt about doing the job God gave him to do.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 30,
masking tape

Optional: spray bottles filled with water

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 30. You can also have the children find Acts 20 and
mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.

PauL Serves wiTH His WHoLe LiFe

Ahead of time, use masking tape to make the outline of a ship that is large enough for all the
children to sit within it. Designate one or more students (depending on the size of your group) to
be guards and the rest of the children are prisoners. Several times during the story, you'll give a
signal to get up and move to a different part of the ship. When it's time to move, the guards can tell
prisoners where to go and prisoners must obey. If you like, you can also give guards spray bottles
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filled with water to spray on prisoners while they move. Practice this question and response then use
it at each stop.

Leader: What did Paul want to do?
Group: Complete the work.

After Paul met Jesus in the middle of the road to Damascus, he served God with his whole
life. He traveled for many years starting new churches and visiting Christians until there
were churches all over the place. Paul taught people to share the good news about Jesus
with others. Many leaders in the Roman government wanted to stop the churches from
growing because they thought Jesus had been a bad person. Since Paul was teaching about
Jesus, these people kept trying to stop Paul from preaching.

Paul knew he might get caught soon, but he still kept on serving God. Jerusalem was

a dangerous place for Christians, but when God wanted Paul to go to Jerusalem, that's
exactly what Paul decided to do. So he got on a boat headed to Jerusalem. Along the way,
he stopped at a few places to say goodbye to his friends as he sailed toward Jerusalem.

Pause and have the children get up and move to new spots. Make sure everyone moves. Use the
question/response.

One of the places Paul stopped was Miletus. From there, he sent for his friends who lived
in Ephesus, and they came to see him. He talked about what would happen in Jerusalem.
Read Acts 20: 22-24. Then Paul hugged and kissed his friends and they said goodbye. He

went on to Jerusalem.

Pause and have the children get up and move to new spots. Use the question/response.

Once he got to Jerusalem, some Roman soldiers found him, and Paul was taken to prison. A
crowd shouted that Paul should die! So the commanding officer gave the order for Paul to be
whipped.

Paul said, “Does the law allow you to whip a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found
guilty?” The officer didn't know Paul was a Roman citizen. Most Jews were not Roman
citizens. The officer was shocked. He should not have put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains.
Since Paul was a citizen, he had special rights. Paul said that he wanted to have a trial in
Rome with the emperor, Caesar.

Pause and have the children get up and move to new spots. Use the question/response.
Read Acts 27:9-11.

A gentle south wind began to blow, and the journey began. Before long, though, the
gentle wind turned into a bad storm. The ship was in danger after all. Paul had been right
all along. For two long weeks, the ship’s sailors fought against the storm, but everything
got worse and worse. The sailors got so worried that they even stopped eating. Paul

got everyone to eat to keep their strength up and said no one was going to be hurt.
Encouraged, the sailors threw everything overboard they didn’t need. This made the ship
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lighter. But even that didn’t stop the danger. The ship got stuck on a sandbar and the
pounding waves broke the ship to pieces. Everyone on board, 276 people, swam for shore.

Pause for the children to move to new spots. Use the question/response.
Everyone made it safely! Read Acts 28:1-3, 5, 9-10.

After three months on Malta, the weather was better, and another ship came to pick up the
prisoners and sailors so they could continue their trip.

Pause for the children to move to new spots. Use the question/response.

Paul was once again sailing for Rome. Once he got there, he was allowed to live in a house,
but a soldier always guarded him to make sure he didn’t escape. He stayed there for two
years. Paul used the time to write letters to churches and preach to people who came to see
him at the house. Finally, Paul was put to death. He gave his whole life to serve God. All he
ever wanted to do was finish the work God gave him to do and tell people about Jesus.

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 30.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about how Paul served God. As a class, read the

key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* How do we know Paul liked the job God gave him to do?

* What was Paul willing to give up to serve God with his whole life?

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

( STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTion 1: SHIPWRecK WORD SearcH
Stuff You Need: Shipwreck Word Search Activity Sheet, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Say, In the story, Paul said he wanted only to complete the
work that God gave him to do. Let’s complete the work of a puzzle to review how Paul served
God with his whole life. Allow time to work on the word search puzzle. If children prefer, they may
work in pairs. Go over the answers, then talk about:

* What do you think kept Paul going as he served God?
* How did Paul serve God with his whole life?

Say, God called Paul to be a missionary and spread the good news of Jesus. As you grow older,
| hope you'll want to find out what God is calling you to do so you can serve God, too.
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OpTiONn 2: ServinG CHaRrabes

Take a moment to let the children think about ways that they can serve God. If the children need
help thinking of ideas, start them off with things like taking out the trash without being told, sharing
with a younger sibling, taking cookies to and visiting with a lonely person. After children have had
time to think, have each child in turn act out the way they thought about to serve God while the rest
of the class guesses. You children will enjoy it if you take a turn acting as well.

OpTion 3: WHolLe LiFe PosTer

Stuff You Need: sturdy paper, colored pencils or markers, old family magazines, scissors, glue

Say, Paul served God with his whole life. Make a poster to help you remember that you can
serve God with your whole life, too. Some children may want to draw on their poster, while others
will want to make a collage of words and pictures cut from old magazines. Talk about ways they can
serve God with their whole lives even while they are young.

OpTion 4: 1 Can Serve Gobp

It is true. God does want us to serve him. And there are many ways we can do that. Some
people serve God through good works toward other people. Others serve him by praying and
living a good, simple life. This list could go on for a very long time.

Talk to your group about how children can serve God. Start by talking about all the ways Paul
served—prayer, preaching, healing, suffering in God's name, traveling and facing hardships for the
sake of spreading the word of God.

Are these things that children can do? If they answer yes, then talk about how and have them be specific.

List these ways children can serve and talk very seriously with the group about how they would be
willing to serve God in their community, whether the church community or the larger community
around them. Choose one of the actions and start to formulate a plan with the whole group of how
this could be done.

Have some volunteers ready to help as this could be a long-lasting project such as a food drive, a
blanket collection, a penny drive, or weekly bake sales that benefit an organization or a family facing

hardship.

As the plan is formed, talk about whether the group thinks Paul went through this type of planning
or whether he just went as the Spirit moved him.

Bring the project to completion, taking as long as it needs.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray in small groups asking God for ways to serve him. Encourage the children to look for ways to
serve God throughout the week. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The Story Elementary
Trading Card 30, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.
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REVELATION

e
Bible Basis: Revelation 1:1-20; 4:1-11; 5:13-14; 19:11-15; 21:10-18, 21-27; 22:7-14; 16:21
Key Verse: Look! He is coming with the clouds! Every eye will see him ... This will really happen!
Amen. —Revelation 1:7, NIrV
Bible Point: Jesus is coming again. | can live in his kingdom forever.

L Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 31: “Revelation”

( STEP 1: COME TOGETHER )

Say, How far can you see? Let's see how much you know about how far the human eye can see.
Ask the following questions, let children speculate, then give the answers:

* How far can a person see on flat ground in daylight? (8-10 miles)

* How many planets are visible without a telescope? (5—Mercury, 48 million miles away; Venus,
25 million miles; Mars, 35 million miles; Jupiter, 365 million miles; Saturn, 746 million miles)

* When you look up at the night sky, how far can you see? (The Andromeda Galaxy, visible
to the naked eye, is 2.5 million light years away. One light year equals six trillion miles. Do the
math!)

Talk about:

e Tell me about something you've seen, but you weren’t sure what it was.

® What's the most incredible thing you've ever seen?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll hear about something that’s going to happen that every eye
on Earth will see.

( STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY )

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 31, chenille
stems (five per child)

Optional: props for the eye doctor

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 31. You can also have the children find Revelation 1
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed
throughout the story.
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Jesus Comes Acain
You'll need four strong readers for the main parts of Eye Doctor, John, Patient 1, and Patient 2. John will
read several Blble passages. Use props and costumes to the extent you wish to set up an eye doctor’s
office. Give children in the large group five chenille wires each. Allow a few minutes for them to fashion
the wires into a set of glasses to wear during the story. Decide on a signal, and when you (or a volunteer)
give the signal, children will say, “What a sight!” Practice the signal and response, then begin.

Doctor: I've been taking care of people’s eyes for a very long time.

Patient 1: Like thousands of years?

Doctor: Seems like it. | remember one of my oldest patients. A man named John was one of Jesus'’
best friends. After Jesus went back to heaven, John became one of the leaders of the Christians.

Patient 2: I'm sure that got him into an eyeful of trouble.

Doctor: When John was an old man, he was captured and sent to an island called Patmos
for the rest of his life. While he was on Patmos, he started seeing visions of heaven. | used to
examine his eyes and wonder if he had special eyes.

John: My eyes have excellent vision. The visions were from God.

Doctor: John knew Jesus was coming again some day.

John: Jesus said he would. Read Revelation 1:7.

Patient 1: Every eye?

John: Every single eye.

Give the signal and response.

Doctor: One day, the Holy Spirit took control of John and he heard a loud voice.

Read Revelation 1:12-16.

Patient 2: That's mind-bending. Lamp stands ... gold ... fiery eyes ... stars in his hand.

Give the signal and response.

John: This blazing, sun-bright man touched me and said, “I am the Living One. | was dead. But
look! | am alive for ever and ever!”

Patient 1: Was it Jesus?
Patient 2: It must have been Jesus!

John: Then | looked again, and there was a door standing open in heaven.
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Patient 1: Really? Heaven?

Patient 2: Yes, heaven!

Give the signal and response.

John: | saw a throne, and the one who sat on the throne shone like jewels.

Doctor: The throne flashed and thundered. John saw four creatures. Listen carefully and see if
your mind’s eye can picture it. These four creatures were covered with eyes.

Patient 1: That boggles the mind.
Patient 2: Must have been a bazillion eyes.
Give the signal and response.

John: The first creature looked like a lion. The second one looked like an ox. The third had a
man’s face. The fourth looked like a flying eagle.

Doctor: They all had six wings with eyes all over them, and they never stopped saying, “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord God.”

Give the signal and response.

Read Revelation 19:11-12.

Patient 1: What do you suppose he was the king of?

Patient 2: It must have had something to do with the kingdom of God!

Read Revelation 19:13-14.

Give the signal and response.

Doctor: Later the Spirit took John to a huge, high mountain and showed John the Holy City.

John: It came down out of heaven. The whole city shone with the glory of God. This city had

twelve huge gates made out of pearls and each gate had an angel. This city was made out of
gold, pure gold! Even the main street was pure gold.

Doctor: This incredible city of pure gold does not need the sun or the moon. God's glory is its light.

John: Jesus said, “Look! | am coming soon! | am the First and the Last. | am the Beginning and
the End.” The people who follow Jesus will get to live in this wonderful city someday.

Patient 1: We’'ll be allowed to go through the gates.

Patient 2: Anyone who wants to take this free gift can have it.
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Give the signal and response.

Doctor: John saw some amazing stuff with his eyes! He wrote down everything so Christians in
all the churches could know what was going to happen.

John: This is the very last part of the Bible called Revelation.

Patient 1: Jesus is coming again!

Patient 2: And we'll be able to live in his kingdom forever!

Give the signal and response.
After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 31.
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you about John's vision. As a class, read the key verse

from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

* Name some of the things John had visions of.

* How does the story of Revelation show what God'’s kingdom is like?

Say, Jesus is coming again someday. We don’t know when, but when it happens, everyone will
know!

Collect the cards for now. You'll send them home with the children later.

STEP 3: EXPLORE MORE )

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further.

OpTiONn 1: Jesus in @ CLoub FLIP Book

Stuff You Need: paper or small pads of sticky-notes, scissors, stapler, markers

Say, Our Bible verse says, “Look! He is coming with the clouds. Every eye will see him”
(Revelation 1:7). The Bible story helped us imagine what things might look like when Jesus
comes again and we all live with Jesus in heaven. Have the class make “flip books” to illustrate
Jesus coming in a cloud. Children can cut a stack of paper into two-inch squares and staple them
together, or you might prefer to give each child a stack of small sticky-notes. (Make sure children
don't take the sticky-notes apart.) Either way, the stack should contain enough pages that you can
flip pages quickly with a thumb. Starting either at the front or the back of the stack, draw what it
might look like when Jesus comes on a cloud. Each page should advance the movement just slightly.
Draw only in the bottom corner because this is what is visible when you ruffle the pages. When you
flip through the drawings rapidly, they will look like a moving picture.

e Say, Let's repeat the verse together. Lead the class in saying the verse.

* How do you think you will feel when Jesus comes again?
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Say, God sent Jesus to Earth the first time as a baby and very few people knew. The second
time, he will come in such a way that everyone will know that God is king!

OpTION 2: EVvery Eve Mosaic
Stuff You Need: Eye Template Activity Sheet, colored paper, scissors, glue, poster board, markers

Give an activity sheet to each child. Say, Our Bible verse says that every eye will see Jesus when
he comes again. Let's use eye shapes to make a mosaic picture of what it might look like when
Jesus comes again. Have the children use the templates on the activity sheet and cut out eyes of
various sizes and colors. Use markers to draw in eyeballs and eyelashes. Then arrange the eyes on
the poster board so that the color groupings form a picture of Jesus coming on a cloud. Fill in all the
space with colored eyes. As children work, talk about:

e What will happen when Jesus comes again?

® What kind of picture of heaven did John see in his vision?

Say, Jesus is coming again, and we’ll be able to live with him forever in his kingdom. He wants
us to be there with him!

OpTion 3: A ReveLaTion

Stuff You Need: A Revelation Activity Sheet, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Have the children solve the puzzles and read the verse together.
Solution: Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him.

OpTion 4: WHart Is Heaven Like?

Stuff You Need: butcher paper, art supplies

Talk to the groups about Jesus coming again.

What did John say would happen? How was the kingdom of God represented?

How does the group imagine heaven? Have volunteers describe what they believe it will be like.

Divide the large group into smaller groups of 4-5. Give each group a large sheet of butcher paper

and art supplies. Have them discuss and then illustrate heaven. Things can be labeled. This image

can be based upon Revelation or it can be the group’s individual interpretation of heaven.

Share with the larger group when complete. Have a spokesperson describe the work.

STEP 4: GOING HOME )

Pray together, thanking God that Jesus is coming again. Make sure each child takes home a copy of
The Story Elementary Trading Card 31, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.



