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don’t Forget to Wish For the Best

Here’s something that might bring back memories for some of us. Think back to Christmases of our 

childhood: what was the symbol of all our Christmas wishes? How about the Sears Wish Book?  Do you 

remember it from when you were young? We would hopefully page through the giant catalogue, circle 

our choices in pen, and pray that Santa would deliver our requests on Christmas morning.

The first Sears Wish Book was printed in 1933. Over time it has diminished in size and was even discon-

tinued at one point.  It was revived in 2007, but the current books are nothing in size compared to the 

books some of us can remember from our youth.  Children today don’t really need one.  They have the 

Internet and their high tech toys to cruise the information highway to identify their holiday “wants.”  

But “back in the day” the Sears Wish Book helped us answer the seasonal question: “If you could have 

anything for Christmas, what would you ask for?”  

You may not need the Sears Wish Book today, but you have some wishes too, don’t you? Next Christmas 

how would you answer the question, “If you could have one thing in the world, what would it be?” 

Solomon had to answer that one. He asked for wisdom. And God gave it to him. But by the end of his 

life he had accumulated more and more: more gold, more horses, more wives. He had it all and wanted 

more. In the midst of all these gifts he lost sight of the Giver. He turned away from God and lost it all. 

Another King gave us another path to follow. He had it all and gave it all . . . for us. In the Christmas 

season, or any season for that matter, you can guard yourself from the tyranny of too much stuff by giving. 

Simply give so that others can simply live.  That’s what the King born as a baby in the manger did. 

And my wish? That you visit the manger and find him.


