The Story                                      Preaching Outlines                                        Sermon 10


Standing Tall, Falling Hard
Introduction:
The Psalmist exhorts us to meditate on Scripture day and night. The word for “meditate” is the Hebrew word haga and it carries the image of reading the Scriptures like a dog chewing its bone. R-r-r-r-r-r, r-r-r-r-r-r-r. That is the kind of ferociousness that we should approach the Bible every time we open it to read. So, let’s dive into The Story today and chew on it like a dog chews its bone. R-r-r-r-r-r, r-r-r-r-r-r. The key idea today is “distortion.” Webster defines distortion as follows: “To twist something out of its original shape.” Have you seen those computer programs that can distort images? You can distort a human face to look humorous or terrifying. As we come to The Story in the Book of First Samuel, we will examine three major distortions of the perfect picture God set before his people.

I.
The Backdrop of the Three Major Distortions. 1 Samuel 1


A.
A man name Elkanah in Ephraim had two wives, Hannah and



Peninnah. 



1.
Hannah was barren (childless) and heart-broken.



2.
Peninnah purposely provoked Hannah’s pain. 1 Samuel 1:17


B.
At Shiloh where the Tabernacle rested Hannah prayed to God for a child,



promising to dedicate the child to God.


C.
God hears Hannah’s prayer and Samuel (“God has heard”) is born and 


dedicated to God in service at the Tabernacle.

II.
The Three Major Distortions of God’s Purpose


A.
The Distortion of Phoniness.



1.
At Shiloh, the Priest was Eli and he had two sons, Hophni and 



Phineas, who abused the sacrificial system and committed sexually



immoral acts.



2.
Eli refused to reprimand his sons and God’s judged them all with 



death and the Ark of the Covenant was stolen from Shiloh.




1 Samuel 3-4


Application: You can’t just have an outward appearance of religion. You 


must be genuine on the inside. We must be authentic. Live what we 


believe.

B.
The Distortion of Conformity.   1 Samuel 8


1.
The people ask Samuel to anoint a king over them so that they can 



be like all the other nations. 1 Samuel 8:6


2.
God tells Samuel that the people are not rejecting him; the people 



are rejecting God. 1 Samuel 8:20



Application: Don’t aim to be like everyone else. God’s people are to be 


distinct. We are not called to be like other people. We are God’s unique 


people.


C.
The Distortion of Misrepresentation.   1 Samuel 9-13



1.
God allows the people to have a king (permissive will) though it




was not God’s perfect will.



2.
Samuel anoints Saul who is empowered by the Spirit to defeat the 



Ammonites.  1 Samuel 11:1-11



3.
Saul disobeys God by not obeying God’s command to destroy the




Amalekites for their sin. 1 Samuel 15




4.
God rejects Saul as king for misrepresenting God to the nations 



around him. (David is chosen.) 1 Samuel 15:23, 26



Application: We, too, are representatives of God to the world. When we 


disobey God we distort God to the world. Let us be like Samuel who



obeyed God and not like Saul who disobeyed God.
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