The Story Preaching Outlines                              Sermon 6


[A “Community Covenant” card should be available for people to sign at the end of the message signaling their decision to obey God, to choose life and to travel towards God’s destination for them.]
Wanderings: Israel on a Road Trip

Introduction:
Leading Israel was like herding cats. Moses had over 3 million kids on a road trip who were complaining and asking “Are we there yet?” The hard thing about road trips with little kids is their fussing, fighting and endless questioning. Another hard thing about road trips is taking a wrong turn and getting off the way to the destination. Every road trip includes a destination as well as the trip itself across the terrain. Thankfully we have GPS today—global positioning satellite—to help us as we travel. In The Story we come to the wanderings of Israel as Moses leads them toward the Promised Land flowing with milk and honey.
I.
Israel’s Three Complaints to Moses. Numbers 11-12


A.
Israel complains about general hardships of the trip.

B.
Israel complains about the food (every day it’s “manna”).

C.
Miriam and Aaron complain about Moses being the driver (leader).
II.
Israel Takes a Dangerous Wrong Turn at Kadesh-Barnea: Numbers 13-14

A.
Twelve spies (a man from each tribe) are sent to surveil the Promised 


Land.


1.
Ten spies report about the abundance of the land and also the



giants who live there and conclude “We cannot take the land.”


2.
Two spies report the same thing, but conclude, “Because God is




with us, we can take the land.”


B.
After Moses urges the people to trust God and take the land, the people 


rebel and refuse to obey.



1.
This “wrong turn” takes place at Kadesh-Barnea (see map in The 



Story) which is located on the edge of the Promised Land


2.
Moses reports God’s “heavy-duty” judgment on the people’s lack




of faith: Numbers 14:28-34


C.
Israel’s lack of trust in and disobedience to God creates a 40 year detour.



1.
Even the children are punished for their parents’ disobedience.


2.
After 40 years of wandering, they end up where they began—at 



Kadesh-Barnea.

III.
Moses’ Grand Valedictory Speech at Kadesh-Barnea: Deuteronomy 32-33

A.
Before the people of Israel, Moses also failed to trust God: Numbers 20


B.
As a result of Moses’ disobedience, he is allowed to see the Promised



Land, but not allowed to lead the people into it. Deuteronomy 34


C.
Moses declares his grand valedictory speech: choose life!



1.
Moses tells the people that they have a fresh opportunity to




trust and obey God Who is divine GPS.



2.
Moses tells the people that they are not alone—God is with them.


Application:  On the “Community Covenant” card, please sign your name. The card notes that you are the driver of a car. People follow where you go. On this “road trip” called life, you will covenant with this local community to trust and obey God, knowing that God will never lead you into a wrong turn. Every department of the church is signing the card—the children’s ministry leaders, student ministry leaders, and those who govern the church. Now you, the church family, are challenged to sign the covenant community card indicating that you, too, will trust and obey God. We have heard the voice of God through Moses and we will “Choose life!”









