The Story                                      Preaching Outlines                                          Sermon 21


Rebuilding Walls, Rebuilding Lives

Introduction:
Randy Frazee tells of being in that space between being asleep and being awake. He dreamed that a bug crawled into his ear. He woke up when his ear felt like it was on fire and he heard a horrible scratching. Randy was frightened as his left ear felt like someone was screaming at high volume. He jumped up, went to the bathroom, looked in the mirror and began violently shaking his head. Roseann, his wife, came in and Randy said, “I think I have a bug in my ear.” Roseann put some drops of medicine in his ear. She made a doctor’s appointment, but cancelled it because Randy said things got better. Then that night the scratching and noise returned. Randy went to the doctor and the doctor dug around and pulled out a dead earwig. “You have a bug in your ear,” the doc said. The drops that Roseann put in Randy’s ear drown it. Randy asked the doctor to put the earwig in a pill bottle so his young sons could see. In this message, Randy wants “to put a bug in our ear.” In The Story we learn something important as we transition from the Old Testament into the New Testament. Let’s look at Nehemiah 8.
I.
The exiled people of God return to Jerusalem.


A.
The first group of 50,000 exiles returned from Babylon under Zerubabel.


B.
The second group of exiles returned under Ezra, the priest.


C.
The final group returned under Nehemiah who desired to rebuild the wall 


around Jerusalem.

II.
The exiled people hear the Word of God read. Nehemiah 8:1-12


A.
One hundred and forty years had passed since God’s people had 



assembled as a nation united.

B.
Ezra read the Scriptures, the Levites interpreted it and the people 



understood and obeyed it. (The people had loss their ability to understand 


the Hebrew language.)



Application: The purpose of this series through The Story is the same. 


People need to hear the Word, understand it and then “do it”—obey.



People can learn to communicate the whole story of the Bible to someone 


in 3 minutes or less. The core of the Story:



--God, the community of the Trinity, wants to be in community 



with human beings.




--Sin entered in the human spiritual DNA and destroyed the 



community people have with God and with one another.




--The rest of the Bible is a story about God winning us back to 



himself beginning with Abraham and a new nation and continuing 



with Jesus Christ and the church.

III.
The exiled people reenact the Feast of Tabernacles. Nehemiah 8:13-17


A.
The people recognize that God’s Word calls us to do something/obey.



See James 1:22



1.
The people cut branches and built temporary booths (tents)




to commemorate the Feast of Tabernacles.



2.
God’s Word calls us to align our lives with God’s will.


Application: Randy tells the story about Mark who, as a 47 year old alcoholic, stumbled into Oak Hills Church, was accepted and love and mentored by a former senior minister, Charles Prince, who is in his 80s. Mark came to know Jesus and later saw a friend, Peter, from AA on the streets and invited him to church, sitting for weeks on the front row. Peter, who is bipolar and legally blind, got better and went back to his home in Hawaii. Mark heard the Word, understood it and then “did it.” Mark was a modern day Good Samaritan. 


[Mark was invited to tell his story to the church]


Mark’s life summarizes the story of the Old Testament as he aligned his life with the will of God made known in the Word of God
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