The Story Preaching Outlines                                  Sermon 4


“Deliverance”
(In preparation for this sermon, cards should be available to people, either in their bulletins or seats, with these words “I am committed to pray for salvation for [with a blank for a person’s name].”)

Introduction:
A high-powered Chicago attorney went to Texas to dove hunt. He shot a 


dove and it fell over behind a fence. The attorney climbed the fence and 


saw his dove. He also saw a rough Texas farmer on his tractor. The farmer 

asked, “What are you doing here?” The attorney said, “I’m dove hunting 


and I shot this dove. I’ve come to get it.” The farmer said, “You can’t do 


that. This is private property.” The attorney puffed out his chest and said, 


“If you don’t give me my dove, I’ll sue you.” The wise old Texan said, 


“Well, that’s not how we do it down here.” “How do you do it down 


here,” the attorney asked. “We have the Texas three-kick rule.” Puzzled, 


the attorney asked, “What’s the three kick rule.” The farmer explained, “I 


kick you three times. Then you kick me three times. We keep doing it until 

one of us gives up.” The smart attorney thought about it and said, “OK, 


let’s do the three-kick rule.”  The rough Texan got off his tractor 



wearing big, heavy cowboy boots. “I’ll start,” he said. He kicked the 


attorney in the leg and the attorney felt sharp, searing pain, but he stayed 


up. The farmer
 kicked him again and the attorney doubled over and fell to 


the dirt in agony. Then, the farmer kicked him a third time in the head and 


the attorney saws stars. The attorney staggered to his feet and squeaked 


out, “Now, it’s my turn.” The Texas farmer said, “Nah, I give up. You can 

have your dove.” Sometimes a good swift kick with a cowboy boot moves 


things along. But some problems can’t be solved with a swift kick. The 


number one barrier between us and God is the sin nature. Cowboy boots 


won’t help. The Story continues with how God removes the sin barrier. 


Today the Story opens with God’s new nation’s need for deliverance.
I.
God’s new nation is in danger of annihilation in Egypt. Exodus 1


A.
The new nation was in Egypt as slaves for 400 years and a new Pharoah 


who did not know Joseph came to power. The new Pharoah was 



intimidated by the new nation and feared a take-over. He ordered the death 

of all new-born Hebrew boys.


B.
Did these 400 years of slavery take God by surprise? No. God had



revealed to Abraham that this would happen. Genesis 15:12-14


C.
Since God predicted the slavery, did God cause the slavery? No. It 



resulted from the fear and the sin nature of the Egyptian people.


(transition: God uses the oppressive sinfulness of the Egyptians as an opportunity


 to reveal himself.)

II.
God reveals himself in three ways in the deliverance of his people.


God reveals his name, his power, and his plan.


A.
God reveals his name: “I am that I am” to Moses. Exodus 3-4


“I am that I am” (Yahweh) means the self-existent one.


1.
God chooses Moses to lead the deliverance. 


2.
Moses felt disqualified and God equipped him for the task of 




confronting Pharoah with God’s demand, “Let my people go!”


B.
God reveals his power in the 10 plagues against the gods of Egypt.



Exodus 7-13.



1.
In Moses’ time there were no atheists. People believed in god or 




gods. The key question was “Who is the most powerful god?”



2.
God used the plagues to harden Pharoah’s heart and to reveal 



his own mighty power. [mention the first 9 plagues]


(transition: the 10th plague not only reveals God’s power, but points to his plan.)


C.
God reveals his plan in the 10th plague which required the shedding of 


lamb’s blood (a central clue in The Story).



[at this point pages 41-43 of The Story are read without comment and with 

this conclusion: The new nation left Egypt by an undeniable 



demonstration of the power of God as seen in the plagues and the crossing



through the Red Sea]


Application: This could be a cowboy boot moment for you. I am serious. We all are in slavery to sin. The destroyer—death—is coming. We need the blood of a lamb just as the Israelites did. Where will we get it? John 1:29 “Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 5:7, “For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.” One of the biggest clues in the Story is in the deliverance: the blood of a lamb. Ask in faith for the blood of Jesus to be put on the doorframe of your soul. Take the card. Write in the name of the person who needs salvation. It may be your own name. The deliverance from sin is free, but you must ask for it. Humble yourself. If you have never asked God to apply the blood of Jesus to your life, do so now. Pray with me as I lead us all in prayer asking God for deliverance through Jesus Christ.









