The Story                                         Preaching Outlines                                      Sermon 18


Daniel in Exile
Introduction: A little boy was thumbing through the old, large family Bible. As he did, a dried leaf fell out. He picked it up and ran to his mother, shouting, “Mommy, I found Adam’s suit!” We have been following The Story from the beginning with Adam and Eve. Now we come to the stories of Daniel and his three friends.

I.
The Babylonians took exiles to Babylon as early as 605 B.C.


A.
Nebuchadnezzar wanted the elite, bright and young.


B.
Daniel, Hanniah, Mishael and Azariah were taken from Jerusalem and 


renamed Belteshazzer, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Daniel 1:4

C.
These four teen boys were strangers in a strange land.


Application:
Peter writes in 1 Peter 1:1 that God’s people are strangers. Our 
home is the “new Jerusalem.” We’re not from San Antonio, Chicago, New York 
City, etc.  Peter writes in 1 Peter 2:11 that as we live as strangers and aliens, we 
must live lives honoring to God. That’s what Daniel and his three friends do in 
Babylon. We are to be “in” the world, but not “of” the world.

II.
Three stories in Daniel show us how to live out God’s agenda for our lives.


A.
Daniel and his three friends refuse the Babylonian diet and offer



a creative alternative. Daniel 1.



1.
Daniel and his 3 friends are healthier and wiser than all the others.



2.
Daniel and his 3 friends are blessed by God as they live as 




strangers in Babylon.


Application:
The Bible says a lot about the food we eat. Our bodies are temples 
of the Holy Spirit and we must care for them. What other “diet” does our culture 
offer? Padding the expense account? Gossip in the neighbor? We must refuse to 
eat the world’s diet.

B.
Daniel’s 3 friends refuse to worship an idol of Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel 3



1.
Nebuchadnezzar’s officials are jealous of Daniel’s 3 friends and 



seek to trap them in a crime.



2.
Nebuchadnezzar builds a 90’ statue of himself and decrees that all 



must worship it; Daniel’s 3 friends, loyal to God, courageously 



refuse. Daniel 3:17-18


3.
As punishment Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are thrown into 



a fiery furnace, but are not killed. A fourth person is seen in the 



fire.



4.
Nebuchadnezzar gives glory to the God of Israel.


C.
Daniel refuses to pray to Darius, the Persian king who conquered the 


Babylonians, and is thrown into a pit of lions. Daniel 6



1.
Darius’s officials are jealous of Daniel and plot to trap him by 



convincing Darius to have all people pray to Darius for 30 days.



2.
Daniel, as his habit is, opens his window toward Jerusalem and 



prays to God.



3.
Daniel is spared by God after he spends a night in the lions’ pit 



because he disobeyed Darius’ edict.


Application: 





Randy Frazee’s son, Austin, arrives early each morning to high school to join with other Christian friends to pray for the school, the teachers, classmates. He and his friends are ridiculed, but they stay faithful to God. Live as a stranger in a strange land, yet do good to all.





In Daniel 9, Daniel offers a glimpse into the second coming of the Messiah. Yes, Jesus came the first time and he promises to come back and take us to our true home—the new Jerusalem.





Who was the fourth person in the fiery furnace? Many believe it was a pre-incarnate visitation of Jesus. Jesus was with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Jesus, as we noted, promises to be with us—each one of us (Matthew 28:20).





We can live as strangers in a strange land, and with the presence and power of Jesus, be “in” the world, but not “of” the world.





Trust him daily to be with you—at home, at business, at school…everywhere.
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