The Story                                     Preaching Outlines                                           Sermon 20


The Roll of the Dice: Esther
Introduction:
A saying in Las Vegas is “my life is all wrapped up in the roll of the dice.”  In Vegas you can roll lucky sevens, or snake eyes (2 ones) or boxcars (double sixes also called midnight). You can also lose it all. You can win a massive windfall or experience colossal disaster. It all seems like coincidence, just the roll of the dice. In the Book of Esther, it seems like the destiny of the Jews is subject to “the roll of the dice,” but we discover that God is working behind the scenes to fulfill his grand, saving purpose. The Book of Esther presents one of the most intriguing episodes in The Story. 

I.
The dangerous character named Haman who “rolls the dice.”

A.
During the exile many Jews are living in the capitol city of Susa in Persia 


and in the 127 provinces of Persia.


B.
In Susa is a descendant of the Amalekites named Haman who hates the 


Jews, particularly a Jew named Mordecai.



1.
Saul was told to destroy the Amalekites, but disobeyed and the 



Amalekites were the first people to obstruct Israel from entering 



the Promised Land.



2.
Haman carried a grudge against the Jews and held a high position 



in the Persia Empire under King Xerxes.


C.
Haman convinces Xerxes to decree the extermination of the Jews in all 


127 provinces and whoever kills the Jews can keep the Jews’ possessions.


D.
Haman casts lots (Hebrew pur or purim), that is, he rolls the dice to 




determine the day to kill the Jews. The dice come up Adar 13th  (March).
II.
The courageous characters named Esther and Mordecai who try to save the Jews.


A.
Esther, a Jewish girl, is selected as Queen after Queen Vashti is deposed 


for resisting King Xerxes call to appear. Esther 1; 2:12


B.
Mordecai, Esther’s cousin, convinces Esther to appeal to Xerxes to stop 


the genocide of the Jews. The appeal could lead to Esther’s life.



Esther 4:14 and 16.


C.
Xerxes receives Esther who devised a plan to reveal the evil plot of 


Haman.

III.
Haman is exposed and executed because of his evil plot to kill the Jews.


A.
Xerxes cannot sleep and reads that Mordecai, a Jew, had saved him from a 

plot to 
assassinate the king.

B.
Xerxes tells Haman he wants to honor a man and Haman thinks that the 


king has him in mind, not Mordecai.



1.
Xerxes asks Haman how a hero should be honored



2.
Haman has to honor Mordecai by leading him as a hero through 



the city.


C.
At a private dinner arranged by Esther, Haman is exposed as the one who 


seeks to have all Jews killed on Adar 13th and he is executed on the very



gallows he had built to kill Mordecai.

IV.
Xerxes cannot revoke his decreed, but he does decree that the Jews can defend 

themselves on Adar 13th.


A.
The Jews prevail and the Jews declare Adar 13th (our March 10) as the



Feast of Purim, the Festival of the Dice.


B.
Mordecai is honored by taking Haman’s place as an official in the Empire 


and beautiful, courageous Esther continues as Queen.
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Application:


Proverbs 16:33 tells us that God controls the roll of the dice. God’s name is not mentioned in the Book of Esther, but his behind-the-scene-presence guides all that seems to happen by “coincidence.”





Colossians 2:16-17 tell us Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of all Old Testament feasts, including Purim. We need not be afraid of anything.





Name your fears…illness, aging, not enough money, loss of job, loss of home, family breakdown, being alone, wayward children, depression, death…whatever.





Take a courageous stand, like Esther and Mordecai, knowing that life may look sometimes just like the “roll of the dice,” but God is behind the scenes working all things out for the good (Romans 8:28).
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