The Story                                         Preaching Outlines                                      Sermon 24


Jesus and the Kingdom of God
Introduction:
Their entire world consisted of just one island. They measured wealth in seashells. They never heard an engine, struck a match, experienced a cold day, or been told about gravity. They believed the entire world was only what they saw and experienced…until 1930 when two white men arrived on the island of New Guinea. Michael Leahy and Michael Dwyer, two Australians prospecting for gold, began to explore the island. The natives were not initially hospitable as these two men introduced them to a world beyond their own little island world. The islanders had never seen skin so white or bodies so clothed. Seeing soap bubbles for the first time as the prospectors bathed in the river, the natives thought the bubbles were a skin disease. The natives thought the lanterns the men had were containers with pieces of the moon in them. When Michael Dwyer took out his dentures, the natives ran screaming into the jungle. Could we also be accused of a similar response? Do we also suffer from “tiny islanditis”? Do we think the whole of reality is what we see and experience? How do we respond when a foreigner visits and points out that we live in just a tiny dot of reality? That’s what Jesus did. Jesus is an invader, a foreigner, an alien, an outsider. He spoke in language we are not used to and lived by principles never known to us and which we find difficult to embrace. Jesus spoke of a “kingdom.” In The Story we discover Jesus declaring, “The time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news.”
I.
The “kingdom of God” was the theme of Jesus’ teaching and ministry.


A.
In three of the Gospels—Matthew, Mark and Luke—the kingdom takes 


center stage, being mentioned over 60 times.

B.
Monarchy (or kingdom) is hard for us who live in a democracy to 



appreciate or align with.



1.
Monarchy is not medieval; it is biblical.



2.
A king created the universe, commanded a flood, led




the Israelites to freedom, awed foreign kings like




Nebuchadnezzar.



3.
The Old Testament prophets predicted a coming kingdom led




by a new kind of king—the Messiah. Zechariah 9:9



4.
Jesus Christ is that new, lowly king, a Nazarene carpenter.

II.
What on earth is God up to? God is up to a kingdom.


A.
Jesus taught about the kingdom. Mark 4:3-9



1.
Jesus’ kingdom weapons are not armies with swords, but




farmers with seeds.



2.
Three out of four people will not receive the kingdom.


B.
The kingdom means God the king is here within our reach.



An eight year old boy and his ten year old brother misbehaved and their 


mother took them to the preacher. The preacher told the mother that he 


would talk the boys about God being everywhere, so they need to behave 


always in God’s presence. He called in the 10 year old and asked him, 


“Son, do you know where God is?” The boy sat still and silent. The 


preacher asked the question again, “Son, do you know where God is?” The 

boy was silent. The preacher asked a third time. The boy jumped up, 


ran out of the office, grabbed his 8 year old brother, saying, “Wow! Are 


we in trouble! Let’s get out of here. God is missing and they think we


did it!”  God is not missing; he is within our reach.

C.
Three principles of the kingdom of God are:



1.
 The kingdom of God is a great treasure—like a huge, expensive 



pearl. Matthew 13:44-46



2.
The kingdom of God operates with energies we do not understand 



or control. Mark 4:26-29


3.
The kingdom of God is a worry-free, anxiety-free realm. 




Matthew 6:25-27; Matthew 6:33.

III.
Jesus’ miracles demonstrate his royal authority and power. Mark 4:35 – 5:11


A.
Jesus speaks to the winds and waves and they obey. Mark 4: 35-41


B.
Jesus speaks to demons and they fear him and obey. Mark 5:1-11


C.
Jesus introduces us to God who is King and who is “our Father” (Abba). 


Matthew 6: 9-10


Application:  Do you have a king? We all do, in some form or another. Some people read People magazine to keep up with their king or queen. We all need a king who is our Father. We all want a king. Jesus has all authority in heaven and earth (Matthew 28:18). In God’s kingdom there is room for only one king—we can’t be our own king or queen. God is creating a kingdom and you’re invited in. Soon, our king will return. Now we’re in training to live the kingdom life. We live in kingdom tension. We know reality is much bigger than people know. We must express the bigger, saving, loving world of the kingdom of God. Three out of four may not believe us, but that other one may. We’re in the minority. People will try to get us to forsake our king (see John 6:56, 66-69). To whom will we go? Jesus in the only king to turn to and to stay with.
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