The Story                                         Preaching Outlines                                      Sermon 15


God’s Messengers to the Northern Kingdom
[the speaker should arrange beforehand to be called on his/her cell phone as he/she is introducing the sermon. The caller wants a request granted. (It can be anything.)]

Introduction:
(after phone interruption) This cell phone interruption is very much the idea of The Story today. God is trying to reach his people with a message. The question is: Will they respond to God or put God through to voicemail? The message that God desires to be heard is delivered by special servants called prophets. We pick up The Story in chapter 15 or the Book of 2 Kings.

Because the Bible is arranged topically and not chronologically, many people will enter “the black hole” of their Bibles at this point. The Old Testament books are arranged as history, poetry and prophecy. The story seems to get jumbled up and confusing. With the division of God’s people into two kingdoms—10 tribes called Israel in the north and two tribes in the south called Judah—and the fall of the north to Assyria and the south to Babylon, many people give up reading their Bibles. Don’t let this happen to you.

[handouts of a timeline of The Story with historical books, prophetic books and poetry books synchronized to the timeline should be available and explained. Point out that the dates of the northern kingdom and southern kingdom overlap.]
When we left The Story, the nation had split into two kingdoms. While in the lower story, this was a conflict between Jeroboam and Rehoboam, in the upper story God was achieving his purpose. The question is: Why did God divide the nation?

I.
God divided the nation because his people were sending a wrong message.


A.
God wanted his people to be blessed by him so that others would be drawn 

to their God.


B.
The nation rebelled from God, becoming complacent in devotion, 



disobedient to God’s commands, and worshipers of pagan gods. 


C.
In disobedience, God’s people were sending a wrong message to 



themselves and to the surrounding nations.



Illustration: If Max Lucado and Randy Frazee robbed banks in San 


Antonio and had their mug shots posted everywhere and continued to 


preach the Word of God on Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings, they
  

would send a wrong message to the church and to the city.

II.
God divided the nation so that he could purify the message regarding God’s 
character.


A.
God does not need all 12 tribes to fulfill his promises to Abraham and 


David.


B.
From the offspring of David from the tribe of Judah God will bring the 


Messiah. This promise is fulfilled in Jesus.

III.
God sent prophets to the Northern Kingdom to call his people back to 
obedience.

A.
God sent 9 prophets to the 19 kings in Israel over a period of 208 years.



(The only prophet to the northern kingdom heard and obeyed was Jonah 


and that was by the pagan Ninevites, not Israel.) 

B.
Two of the nine prophets were Elijah and Hosea.


1.
Elijah and his encounter with the 450 prophets of Baal on Mount 



Caramel is well-known. Israel’s God answered by fire.



2.
Hosea, under Jeroboam II, was commanded by God to marry, 



Gomer, a prostitute and to love her.


C.
God through Hosea is demonstrating by life and by word that he deeply 


loves Israel and he wants Israel to turn from idols and come back to him.



1.
 Hosea 1 – 3 shows the life message to God’s people.



2.
Hosea 4 – 14 reports the prophetic message to God’s people.





Application:


[the speaker should arrange to have his/her cell phone ring again]





1. God speaks today through his word and by his Spirit. [phone rings]


2. Who is on the phone? It’s God and he wants to talk to you.


3. Will you take the call or will you put God through to voicemail?





Enter a time of reflection to listen to God’s Spirit speak to each person.
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