The Story                                          Preaching Outlines                                      Sermon 23


Jesus is Scary Good
Introduction:
An announcer for a college basketball game was commenting on the skills of a player. The announcer shouted, “He’s scary good!” Max Lucado commented that when he played high school basketball he was just scary…scary bad. When we see professionals who accomplish outstanding athletic plays we often say, “Who is that guy?” or “How can she do something like that?” When Jesus Christ came into public ministry, people made these kinds of statements: “Who is this? How can he have such wisdom? How can he do that?!” Jesus Christ was, indeed, scary good. We will see this in The Story beginning in Matthew 3.

I.
Jesus is baptized in the Jordan River; it is good. Matthew 3:16-17


A.
At Jesus’ baptism the sky ripped open, a voice declared from heaven,


“This is my Son whom I love.”


B.
But baptism is for sinners, yet the Son of God was baptized. Why?



1.
God’s people were hungry for spiritual reality.



2.
Jesus, by baptism, identified with God’s people, by saying, “It’s 



right for us to do this.” Jesus said, “Us.”



[Max Lucado tells about visiting the Jordan River and baptizing himself 


in a spot that might have been close to where Jesus was baptized. Even 


though Max made confession of faith at age 10, at age 53 he did this 


ceremony in the Jordan River. Jesus was God who walked the earth, got 


wet in the Jordan. Jesus was one of “us.”]


C.
Jesus’ baptism was good.

II.
Jesus confronts the devil in the wilderness; it was scary. Matthew 4:1-11


A.
Jesus re-enacts the temptation in the Garden of Eden.


B.
Jesus, each time he was tempted, referred to God and to the Word of God.


C.
As, the “second Adam,” Jesus won the rematch with the devil.



1.
The Bible makes it plain that the origin of evil is with the devil.



2.
“Devil” is from the word diabolos which comes from a verb which 


means “to divide.”


3.
The devil, Satan, is not a myth, but a very real being who wants to 



divide us from God and from one another.

D.
The devil tried to take Jesus out by giving his best punch, but Jesus didn’t 


even blink. Jesus won, and that was scary…scary good.

III.
Jesus was confronted by the devil through the religious leaders of the day. 


Luke 6:6-11


A.
6000 Pharisees and Sadducees, jealous of Jesus’ impact on people, 



conspired to have Jesus killed.



1.
Jesus healed a man with a withered hand on the Sabbath.



2.
The religious leaders objected and Jesus stared them down with




the anger of God because their hearts were hardened.


B.
Nicodemas was a notable exception to the hostile religious leaders.



John 3:2-16



1.
Nicodemas, a high-ranking leader, came to Jesus at night (Nick at 



Nite) and affirmed Jesus as an agent from God.



2.
Jesus responded by telling Nicodemas that he needed to be “born 



again”—a concept totally foreign to Nicodemas.




3.
This rebirth, like our first birth, is something we have no control 



over. It is not a mulligan, but miracle of God. It is not a second 



chance; it is a new beginning.



[Max tells the story about how he and a friend, Carl Cope, needed to 


put a new engine in Carl’s authentic hippie, Volkswagen van. Using a 


book like “Volkswagens for Dummies,” his friend Carl, got the job done. 


Carl got in the driver’s seat, turned the ignition, and it started up and 


sounded strong. “I couldn’t believe it,” Carl wrote in a later e-mail to Max. 

Like that, the new birth is something to which we joyously say, “I can’t 


believe it!”] 

In C. S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia, the children ask Mr. and Mrs. Beaver if Aslan the lion is safe. The Beavers reply, “No, Aslan is not safe, but he is good.” Like Aslan, Jesus Christ is scary good.





Read John 3:16.





If you’re aligned with the devil, Jesus is not safe; he’s scary. If you desire to be born again, Jesus is very, very good. Will you receive Jesus today?
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